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| dels in Speculation, by am 
F 9 4 Fit 
of Free-Thinkers, have annexed a 
bad Idea to the Word, which once 
fgnified ſomething highly laudable 
in any Rank of Life, and eſpecially 
= > among Perſons of liberal Education. | 
| Mr. Philips, he Author of ſome of 
$ pers, and Editor of them | 
all, being diſpoſed to entertain the 
ite Warld with Writings in the. 
menus, al, an entertaining, I 
| _ theughe 5 Free- Thinker a very - 
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to explain bis Intention in fome of | 
_ the earlieft Pieces. But alas! the } © 
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' that very Title, pare Wigs 1 
| tive pon their being ed or | 
| © read by People of Religion and So-. 
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| - Perſons, andl bave written in the } © 
„ I doubt nor, with 
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this Paper appears, will (without any Ceremo- 
y) make it be thrown aſide with Indignation 
by ſeveral well-meaning Perſons; when at the 


henfion is, that the Fair Sex (whoſe Approbation 
mot flatters the Heart of a Writer) will be ready to 
ſwoonat the ſight of it ; and that there will not be ons 
vs whe Ra dure to walk herkifwkeh bs along, 
'  T HE Free-Thinker has, of late Years, been ſo much 
the Subje& of Satyr and Ridicule, and his Charac- 
ter expoſed with ſo much Wit and Humour by ſome 
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ferious Authors, that ſcarce any one dares at preſens 
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| {To Fhink Freely is not to Think at Random «If 
i n to think like a Fool or a Madman ; butlikes 


ur. Difficulty of this Kind, is to have recourſe to 
is. the Merchant's Logich; to ſtate the Account of Pro- 
ng fit and Lofs, and fo to determine our | 


er- as the Ballance lies; remembring fill, 
Jiſ- |} that it is not poſſible to trade to much Advantage, 


s of , | without ſome Loſſes. | 
en- | + PazrE-THINKING is the Foundation of all Hu- 


dre, | Mas Remove the One, and the Other can- 
tof not ſtand. It is the Source of Knowledge and WiF- 


dom the Parent of Arts and Sciences; It 
Induſtry, and procures Wealth; It embelliſhes Vir- 
tue and good Manners ; It ſupports Order and Go- * | 
vernment ; and is the only Bulwark of true Religion. 
In proportion 2s this Divine Faculty (duly conduct — | 
— And — — 
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3 extenſive Horizon of T 
Wazn I communicated my 


my Acquaintance, an Officer (who has 
merited the Surname 
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Occaſions, it is not 
appear to him under 


© Wrar has been ſaid may ſeem a little ſurpriaing, 


if not improbable, to ſuch as do not conſider, that 
the Free-Thinker is by Nature very Curious and In- 
quiſitive; in ſo much as to be thought Impertinent 


fee every Thing with his own Eyes; hear every 
- Thing by his own Underſtanding. 
of Mind often engages him in Diſputes, 

him cenſured: ſometimes by his beft Friends, as ob- 
ſtinate and perverſe in his Opinions, only becauſe he 
is fomewhat flow of z and can neither 
Neject off-hand, nor believe at fight. This Misfor- 
tune however is amply recompenſed to him by a 
great many Advantages, that are to be envyed, and 
which very rarely meet together in the fame Perſon. 
En is lifted into no Party, nor tied down to any 
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of Las, or to-pen the Hiſtory of an Amour. He be 
a Seat allotted — — and will think | 
himelf obliged, by Virtue of his Office, to be pre- 
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by fome. He takes nothing upon Truſt: He will | 


This odd Cal | 
and makes 
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Profeflion : He is confined to no Place, amd (likes Þ - 


my « — —— 7 


has ' | Dinizti of the World) thinks himſelF- at home | 
nk | Every where; neither is he a Slave to Modes and 

re. | Cuſtoms. He is neither Rich, nor or; neither 

ts | Old nor Young: His Conftitution is neither Robuſt 

ns, | and Sanguine, nor yet Feeble' and Delicate. His 

Stature is ſuch, that he can look up to the Baron Ben- 

in- tenreider, and down upon Mr. Flamfted, without 

r at Aﬀoniſhment. He has not Beauty in his Perſon to 


make him vain; nor any Deſect to render him en- 
vious. His Heart i y free from Fear and Pre- 
: And the Temper of his Mind is neither 


often into Smiles, 


"'T muſt not forge 9 mention th ſt commend- 
able Singularity in his Character; which is, that in 
al his Debates and Controverſies, he was never 
heard to calumniate his Adverfary for want of Ar- 
gument ; nor ever known to recommend any Me- 
thods of Conviction, but the mild Force of Reaſon, 
and the plain Evidences of Revelation. In a word, 
he is ne.ther afraid to avow a Truth, nor aſhamed 
Dre. | 

A „1. before he makes a fuller Dif- 


2 the mean time, this is the 
factory Account I am able to give of this 
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Appatel of Aureke is the Effect — 
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to mix in Converſation, in pub- 

. — 
the mutual Satisfaction and Improvement of each 

Scher. This is what has adorned the Social Vertues 


Virgins, are the onl 
rr 27 
Puniſhment to their narrow, perverſe Notions, it is 
their Misfortune to live in the profoundeſt Igno- 
rance of Themſelves and Others. 

Tur Lord Verulam, and other great Authours, 
have applyed themſelves to illuftrate the Wiſdom of 
1 the Ancients, and to let us into the of their 
3 Fables. The moſt skilful in this Sort of Learning, 
| are often forced to have recourſe to reaſonable Con- 
jektures: I hope therefore, I may be allowed the ſame 
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_ the wiſe Men of Greece, to be ſo 'many 


Lyn fir ers 


when Superſtition triumph'd over the Goſpel, 
the Multitude thought 
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daring to think freely, and make a 


ire 


Far ruin. 11 


Inftance, which does honour 
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irgins : which Fiftion feng to be 


and Spirits, and that 


ſtitutes the One, bids faireſt for the Other. 


Tu Compaſs of my Paper does not allow me 
room. to recount e 
» and of the Later Ages, who have been 
famous for their Learning and Therefore 
I fhall at preſent think it ſufficient to animate, my 
On Le ET 
ample of Queen Elizabeth, w Memory is 
dear to all Free Spirits. Ir is well known, the was 
not only an excellent Scholar, but likewiſe an 
nent Free-Thinker ; and fcorned do g give up 
Reaſon, even in Matters of Religion, at e 
their Salvation in Danger, if 
the lth y Credbt to their Sexien By this Means 
Py caſts a Nunnery. Her redeceſſour, 
Queen Mary, on the other hand, who wanted nei» 
ther Piety nor an Inclination to Virtue, yet by not 
proper Uſe of 
her Reaſon, practiſed all the Cruelties upon her 
Subjects, which the moſt vicious Temper could u 


guilty of committing. 
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2 Wiſe Man ; the Latter degenerates into 


| un Profitable Curioſity is in eſſect an unwea- 
| ried Defize of Knowledge; a Thirſt after Wiſdom 
| and Experience; and a laudable Ambition to diftin- 
_ guilh our ſelves from the Vuigar, by endeavouring 
o. excel in every Art and Science, which may be 
of Uſe or Ornament in Life. This Princi- 
firſt ſet the Mind of Man upon dark and difficult 
; it ſtill makes us reſtleſs to ſearch into 
the hidden Nature of 

templations up to the Heavens, enabling us through 
long and painful Study to reaſon upon the various Mo. 
and different Qualities, of thoſe ſhining Orbe, 


the whole Force of his Genius to 


his Predeceſſours; and has made him capable to un- 
ſold ſome Perplexities in Philoſophy, which were 


tan may make heareafter, excited by the Example, 
and enlightened by the Knowledge, of the Firfe. 
who can'tell, but The Free-thinker (with the 
of his learned and ingenious Friends) may 
his Countrymen from a Num- 


and to turn the Hearts of many 
92 Truth? 


CICERO obſerves, That the Deſire of Know- 


Men cannot reſiſt the Impulſes of Curioſity. 
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z the — The Firſt is 


and raiſes our Con- 


above us. This incited Sir aac Newton, to employ 
penetrate farther; 
into the Myftery of Natural Cauſes, than moſt of 


vw wen Aras 


| thought too intricate for the Wit of Man. And who | 
knows what amazing Diſcoveries ſome Second New» 


prevails over every other Paſſion; and that the” 


From hence he takes occaſion to comment upon the , 
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that he ſhould offend — 
Hy upon alluring à Perſon — 2 andy 
by the Sweetneſs of their Voices, and the of 
their Notes. Therefore to fix him, and ſecure hie 
Attention, he makes them promiſe to inform his Un- 
and to give him an Account of Things 
—— well that his E. 


his after his Country.” 
Part 7 


jet, it may not be improper to hint to ſome over- 
eager that even this commendable Curi- 


 olity may grow too predominant in us, and that it 


ſhould be moderated fo, as to prevent it from tran i- 
porting us to Extravagancy. We are told that Hu- 
dun, a famous Geometrician, was fo violently cu- 
nous, that he prayed to the Gods, he might once 
view the Sun near at hand, to comprehend the 
Magnitude, the Form, and the Beauty of it; though 
— hard Condition of being immedi- 
— 2 

0 ies of Curiofity, which 
— This either ſets us to hunt aſter tri- 
vial Matters; or engages us warmly in Concerns, 
that do no way relate to us; or puſhes us on to pry 
into Secrets, and ſearch into Events, which known 
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of ; neither will it ſuffer a Man to be a good Friend, 
an agreeable Companion, or a quiet Nei 
Nevertheleſs it runs away with the Maltunde of 
- , - —˖˖1˖— and occaſions more Unecaſineſs, 
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know the Perſon, you are talking of; to he h Pri. 
tender ; and I know too, that this is not the firſt time, 
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n next Day, after our Arrival at w 4 


- - 6. after his Reſurrection: 


1 The Fus TuI ZM. Ng} 
„ Style, the French Conſul (who lodged us at his 


« Houſe) was obliged to go into the Church of the 
2 — in order to keep hi 


© Tus Church is lefs than one hundred Paces \ 
< Jong, and not more than ſixty wide: and yet is ſo 


. contrived, that it is ſuppoſed to contain under its 
«© Roof twelve or thirteen Sanctuaries, or Places, 
<*« conſecrated to a more than ordinary Veneration, 
<< by being reputed to have ſome particular Actions 
« done in them, relating to the Death and Reſurrec- 


. As, Firſt, the Place where he 


« was derided by the Soldiers: Secondly, Where 
er theSoldiersdivided hisGarments: Thirdly, W here 
be was ſhut up, whilſt they digged the Hole to 
4 ſet the Foot of the Croſs in, and made all ready 
- & for the Crucifixion : Fourthly, 
& nailed to the Croſs: Fifthly, Where the Croſs was 
ec eretted: Sixthly, Where the Soldier ſtood, that 


, Where 
- Ninth- 
d to the Women 
Tenthly, Where Chriſt 
* Himſelf appear'd to Mary Magdalen, c. The 
& Places where theſe and many other rela- 


4. ancinted in order to his Burial: 
was 


& his 
ly, Whete the 


in the 


* — — — 


4 are all to be contain d within the narrow 
<4 Precinfts of this Church, and are all diſtinguiſh- 
ed and adorned with ſo many ſeveral Altars. 

= T's Tanks, ef whom Wave an: about 


S eee me ads _ 


Where he was 


pierced his Side: Seventhly, Where his Body was | 
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« ſinging at one of them a Latin | 
« relating to the Subject of each Place. Theſe La. 


cc int being more polite and exact in their Funi- 
e ons than the other Monks here reſiding, and alfo 


_ & our Converſation being n 


« cly deſcribe their Ceremonies, without — 
« notice of what was done by others, which 
. work came under Gas —Bv 1 

2 Ceremony begins on Good- Friday 
which is call' by them the New aasee, 
« 2 is obſerv'd with ſuch an extraordinary 80- 
lemnity, that I cannot omit to give a particular 
« Deſcription of it. 

« Asfoon as it grew dusk, all the F 


Grave, adjoyning to the Apart- 
6 ments of the Latins) in order to go in a Procetfion 
< round the Church. But, before they ſet out, one 
4 of the preach'd aSermon in taker in that 
G . He began his Diſcourſe thus ; nee 
« nette tenedroſa, &. at which Words all the Can- 
edles were inſtantly put out, to yield a livelier Image 
< of the Occafion. And fo we were held by the 
Preacher, Tor nar lf a Hor very mack ke 


© dark. Sermon 
G va tame. pon. xvod ——— 
it were to the > 
GS; for the former Darkneſs; 
+ and the Crucifixes, and other Utenſils were dif- 
EA in order for the Beginning of the Proceſioa. 


* Amongit the other Crucifixes, there was one of 2 
very large Size, which bore upon it thelmage of our 
Lord, as big as the Life. The Image was faſtened 
< td it with great Nails, crown'd with Thorns, be- 
** {mear'dwithBlood; and ſoexquiſitelywas it form'd, 
K. ; thatie repreſented in a lively Manner the la- 

W our Lort's Body, — 

4 upon 


ea as. 
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* upon the Croſs. This Figure was carried all A 
in the Head of the Proceſſion ; after which, the 


Hymn, and a third Fryar preach'd in Sp 
non the Priſon they went to the Altar of the 


« Refemblance of Chriſt's being nailed to the Croſs; 
< and after a Hymn, one of the Fryars pteach'd a- 
& nother Sermon in Spaniſb, upon the Crucifixion. ' 
 . © From hence they removed to the adjoining 

+ Altar, where the Croſs is ſuppoſed to have been 
ot — « erected 
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| T ad Superixion ofthe Pop in 
eek, have been the Subject of 
fosegoing 
there ; but farther 


enquire after the proper 


Mind. I hall confine my felf 
of eur LeaPu Failen ; when 


To leave the World with 


 WhoſeLives has been irregular 
to act well the laſt part, and to go off with 


e e eee 


— . 


y ſuggeſts, to improve, as well as to 


ſedeneſs, is the Wiſh of every good and wiſe Man: F 
Even they, (as Tully obſerves) the main Courſe of 
and extravagant, deſite 
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S to 

ſelf 

hen it 

and to a falſe Honour and miſtaken imity. He 

elt haughty Temper could not brook the Thoughts of 
'F being conquered ; which made him chuſe rather to 

e- | become his own Executioner, than ſubmit either to 

lan: live or die by the Will of Ceſar. This ſeems to be 

: of } even Horace's Opinion of him; Preter ATRO- 

eite CEM aninum Catonis. , The Expreflion (according 

uſe. 3 to the elegant Criticiſm of Dacier) denotes a ſavage, 

dien F brutal, and ſullen Spirit; ſuch as, in reality, is un- 

as | worthy a Philoſopher, and unbecoming a 

cet, | HIS 
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bate our Horrour for it : And whether it is not there. 


fore very improper (not to ſay worſe) for this Nation 


and Age, wherein too many ſhorten their Days after 
ſo d and di a Manner. The doubt- 
ful Surmize put into the Mouth of Cato at the 
haſt, is not a ſufficient Antidote to the Poiſon, 
which his awful Vertue, five Acts, 


is too faint to diſpel the 
favour of Self-Murder from hi 
Tur Death ofSecrates was much more illuftrious 
He took off the Poiſon with the fameUnconcerned- 


neſs, as if it had been Wine for his Refreſhment; 


after, till dying Agonies ſeized him, he ſupported 
himſelf, and comforted his Friends, with ſublime 


Diſcourſes (as Plato relates them) concerning a Fu- 
of the Soul. Yet; 


ture State, and the 
hisDeath was neither ſo painful 


nor ſo ignominious, 
as that of Jeſus Chrift; who muſt therefore be ac- 


” knowledged to have outſh Socrates, in Firmneſ 
of Spirit and 1 of Reſolution. | 
Tuts will more evidently appear, if we conſider | 
the different Ages of the one and the other. Our 


prepares 
the Audience to receive ; and the Gleam of Light, 


which, be ſuſpects, breaks in on his Departing Sens, 
that remain in 


Saviout 
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| of his Tryal, with both theſe Conſiderations; That 
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— ————— 
verſion to Death violent. Whereas Socrates was exe- 
cuted at near Fourſcore ; thoſe Years, in which wile 
grow weaty of the World, and as lit- 
expect, n. it. 
Acco Dix Tx, 


br, and a K Mind again, the Tee 


were he to be condemn'd, he ſhould ſuffer one of the 
"mf Ba Deaths, nd that be ould quit Life, be- 
yr oo fred © GT I OY 


nck, ariſing from a Principle of Religion, diſtinguiſh 
Lord's Character; and he exactly fulfilled the 
Propher's beautiful Predifiion of him: Fe 4 
brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter ; and, as a Sheep 
e bis Shearer; he was — 


* 26 The Fare Turn. dh... 
the ſoftReturn ourSaviour made to the higheftPrgy 


vocation ; a parallel Inſtance to wic. is nog to 
.met with in any of the Schools of the os 
How mild and generous muſt his Diſpaition beg 
who could not only pardon and pray for, but even 


compaſſionate and excuſe thoſe, who, while they. 


crucified, reviled and inſulted bins! ! 


Tux Tenderneſs he expreſſed for his Mother 


x ing and to the latter, Behold thy Mother. This 


may teach us, that as the Affections of Nature and 
mans of Friendſhip, may laudably be car- 
Tied to a Death-Bed ; fo they "ould break of 
there, without any violent Emotions of Sorrow. 

Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit, were 
his dying, reſigned Accents. Thus as he taught ug 
the moſt perſect Form of Devotion for every Day 
inLife ; fa, in bis a& Words, he has left us the belt 
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HERE Is a Notion prevails very much - 
| People, that Marriage in Lon 
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| } #ancies, and falſe Opinions, cnt of ihe Mind 
|| for once, I ſhall fo far wk 
judices, as to indulge my + ITE 
to Love and 33 
proper for Eæſter-Momday. 
A young Gentleman, whoſe Perſon is very a- 
2 contempti- 
had, by continually reading the Greet and Latin 
Poets, and Ovid more , contracted an odd, 
fantaſtical Habit of Thinking, for an Engliſhman. 
His Converſation was tinctured th 
the antient Mythology, and his whole Turn of 
Wit ſupported by alluding to ſome Fable, or Alle- 
pep, in the ancient Writers ; which made his Com- 
71 him the Nick-name of Claffick Milli. 
was e 
rately in Love with a beautiful, young Lady, who 


had Mother-Wit in abundance, and was too 
to think there could be any Merit in Learning. 
had courted her a whole? Year with great 

and, conſcious of his Skill 2 


be ger» «Ach Wits A go 
The Lady for ber Amuſement, fed him {till with 
doubtful Hopes : And, at laſt, when he grew very 
gs to know — Reuters, ths 8h 
fired him to have patience till Lent was over, and 
promiſed, that ſhe would then give him a poſitive 
Anfwer. The Lover was, by this means, obliged 
ſix tedious Weeks of Mortification ; 
which troubled him the more, becauſe were 
not diſtinguiſhd in the old Roman Kalendar, by 

ich he counted all his Time. At laft the Term 
pied, and he roſe on Eafter- Monday with the 
| Dawn, to indite the the following Epiſtle to the Fair. 


C 2 My 


t with 


o e 


-*© to you, as to an Oracle, toenquire my Fate. Let 
* not your Anſwer be doubtful, nor cruel. 

.< my Devotion with auſpicious Omens and let 
e the God of Love inſpire your Breaſt with a fa- 
vourable Rep] 


« The Temple of Hjmen, which has been'ſhue | 


ſo many N and Days, is now ſet 
oo RY ns Tenn ter 
* — — Therefore I hope you will 
nin in the Ceremonies of the F 
and permit 
Head of a Spear, in order to be conducted to the 


= crifice to your Charms. My Soul i 


40 patient to unbuckle your Girdle. 


Tu Lady, who never ſent him a Line in an- 
ſwer to any of his other Letters, 
Time now to give over dallying with 
never intended to return. Before the Gentleman 


LI TAN N 


My-Goponss! * 
-- 1 length the fix diſmal Gothic Weeks are 
expired! And I find a Refpite, I thank the 


-« fantly upon my Heart and Liver. I come now [. 
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Locks to be divided with the | 


_ © Altar, where I ſhall gladly oc up my ſelf a Sa 


4 to fly to you; and my Fingers are become im- 


PHILANDER. 
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: «© not what: but you 


day, into St. Pancras Church in the Fields; m_- 
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— 3 — 
never yet ſatisſied me, that 
I am the fineſt Woman you ever faw : > 
have fo little Vanity, I had rather bloom like a 
«Virgin, than ſhine like a Star. 


Tam; SIR, | 
| Your very Humble Servant, &e. 


THz Concluſion of this whole Affair is, that 
Pbilander was no more admitted as a Lover; and 
the main Obſtacle was, that the Lady's Relations 
could not periuade her he was a Chriſten. - 


To this Piece of Hiſtory, I ſhall ſubjoin a Mas 
trimonial Story in L w-Lite, as it was told me by 
a-Gentleman, whoſe Greig led him to be pre- 
ſent at it. I remember (ſaid he) in m 1 1 

to — a Friend, on E ger 


- 


_ Fasan Ex xe f 
begins, are required tio 


before the Ceremony 
down half the Fees on the Rook, and are allowed 
Credit for the Remainder, till the Service is half 


accordingly 

read away. When now, 
Refſting-place, he made a full 
the Clerk hinted to the y 


Man, that this was the Time to pay down the Re. 


poor Fellow was hea- 


mainder of the Dues. The 


kets for what he knew was not to be found. At laſt 
he whiſpered the Bride, and ſhe anſwered him only 
with a dejected Countenance. There was a pro- 
ſound Silence for ſome Minutes, till they were told, 
nothing farther could be done unleſs the Reſidue 


-was nb coming. What cel they do in hes 


Neutral Circumſtances, half marry'd, and half un- 
_ marry'd? The Woman, who firft recovered her 

Confuſion, faid, Pray, Sir, marry us as much as you 
can afford for that Money; to which he reply'd, he 


had gone to the utmoſt Syllable. Upon this, after 


2 little Pauſe, ſhe unty'd her Shoe, and pulled out 
Three Shillings and Nine Pence, (a hidden Re- 
_ ferve for Pin-Money) and with a deep Sigh laid it 


upon the Book: and ſo the ſuſpended Nuptials 


were perſected. 

A few Lines more will ſerve to diſpatch another 
little e Incident, and to di me from 
my Promiſe. When the Lady Betty 
be marry'd to Sir Thomas Truby, ſhe came to Church 


| ſeience. This: when ſhe was to repeat 


den. The Miniſter inſiſted on her out: 
but ſhe continued mute; and all was at a ſtand. 
Hereupon Sir Thomas, with great Preſence of Mind, 

— nme 


depoſited on 1 


To . cc wa» w.Yk 


vily diſmay'd at this Danes and ſearched his Poc-. 


ee ars oi ch - 


Modiſh was to 
with a kind of a Non-juringScruple upon her Con- 
the Word Obey - Here her Voice failed on a ſud-. * 


Punctilie | 
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- my Fellow-Subjects impoſed upon in this A 
. if I give my Anſwer a 
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Punto to me; I paſs my Word for the Lady's 
Orthodoxy. And accordingly the Knight made 
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Be Shepheard ſays, He has fudied Politichs 
. | 
— Thurſday, March 6. 


a r — — Py 


Oravianas writes to me, from Bath, to 
give him my unprejudiced ' Thoughts of 
*. Shephecard ; and to know whether I 

of his Execution. There have been fo of 


that my more ſerious Readers will not be di 
place in this Paper; 
cially conſidering, that it is a Work of H 
to endeavour to undeceive People in fo fatal and 


— one. 
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mme Account of him ; as well for your own pri- 


= | drawn in 
Kn, and to blame the Juſtice of the Govern- 
ment. Fherefore have I choſen to fend you my 
_ Anſwer in Print; hoping (now the Hurry of the 
Diſcourſe is over) that ſeveral over-haſty Logici 
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one's private Judgment ; but can no 


1a 


veither in the Time of his Apprenti 
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enen 33 
the leaſt Abhorrence of his 


S 
for ; 


- bur ſtood out to the laſt in Defiance 


. of the Dictates of natural Reaſon, and the Laws 


of his Country ; and by this Obſtinacy, made it 
y impracticable for the Government to 

him. So that they, who have endeavoured 

to raiſe a ſeditious Compaſhon towards him in weak 
Minds, upon the account of his Youth, have in 
a great menſure transferred the Guilt of his Crime 


upon themſelves. 
that may be 


SEcondLY; The Allowances, 
made for the Impulſes of Paſſion, and the Preju- 
dices of a bad Education, can only place the Per- 
fon of the Criminal in a lefs odious Light in any 


influence 
thoſe Rules by which the Magiſtrate is to proceed - 


| in the Puniſhment of the Crime. For, ſince we 


 Tumozy ; This young Man's Attempt being 
ſo monſtrous, and fo ſurpriſing in all its Circum- 
at firſt, that he muſt be 
mad. But, upon an impartial Enquiry, there was 
not the leaſt Reaſon to judge fo favourably of him, 
nor be- 
nor after, his Tral and — His 
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cannot be brought to 

Underſtanding of his Martyr. 

_ EasrtLy ; It requires no deep ht into the 
of Men and the Workings of extrava- 
Paſfions, to perceive, that the Coach- 
inter's Heart was fo full of Arrogance and Pre- 
ſumption, and his Mind fo vitiated with Enthu- 


upon the Wickedneſi 
of thoſe Perſons, who make it their Buſineſs to 
ſeduce the inferiour P 


teftation, as if they about to ſell 
to the Medicines, or L 
+ fon Rivers in their Sources. | 
From theſe Obſervations, every unprejudiced 
Perſon may be fatisfy'd, that this preſumptuous 
Wretch highly merited the Sentence pronounced 


went 
for 


upon him by Law; and that his own Wilfulneſs 


made it neceſſary to put that Sentence in execution. 
However, to remove every Errour, relating to this 
poor T raitour, which crafty Men have been in- 
duſtrious to propagate amongſt the ignorant and 
the credulous, it will be requiſite I ſhould add two 
Lzr 
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| Galway 
chearfully, and that his Spirit was not in the leaſt 
"troubled, from his Condemnation to his Execution. 
This can only prove at moſt, that his Deluſion was 
very powerful, and that his natural Temper per- 
haps was not fearful. For, if once we begin to 

make Inferences in favour of a Cauſe from the 


TRE — 7.5 8 
is a ſilly, treaſonable „ Which you | 
have fern and is handed about forShephrerd”s Speech. 
I muſt inform you, that Paper is not of his 
ſing ; and that, if he had been left to himſelf, he 
waz able to give the World a more ſenſible, though 
perhaps not leſs ſeditious, Piece of Wri In a 
word, that Paper was impoſed upom him y ſome, 
who had taken his Conſcience into their 2 
And of the Truth of this, there are legal and ſub 
ſtantial Proofs. This Abuſe of dying Speeches will 
always have the intended effect upon the unthink- 
ing Populace, and has of late been practiſed with 
too much ſucceſs ; which is a ſufficient Reaſon, 
| why the Government ſhould not indulge theis E- 
 nemies in this ſpecious Inſtance of Malice. "EY 
| I ſhall couclude withadviſing the young Men not 

to propoſe the wild Enthuſaſin of this unfortunate 

Politician for their Imitation; nor to mi 
| their Leiſure in reading the trifling Papers, 


which 


the Hiſtory of the renowned Proteſtant London Ap- 


are hawked about, of him: but rather to peruſe - 


prentice, who fouriſhed in the Reign of Queen |} 


Elizabeth, and . ſuch — Arches 
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or an Ortolan. 5 5 
compromiſe this Affair — 


THrenEFORE to 
tably, and to anſwer the publick 
. the Thleof the P nt ſſl he 

the Paper 
1 22. And I hope my Readers, of a more ro- 
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ky pp which i 
L ] am aſhamed to tell you, it 


© long lain buried in my Scritore, in this 
4 tion; and were it not for the l | 
« z; 
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ins 


* before I have done with her. Tun? of 
| © the Fable will, at leaſt, awaken the 4 
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The FABLE of THULE. 


| Where the Sun vlances-biet 
Beneath the ſharpeſt 12 of the Skies, 


Thulé'⸗ lien. 
hap? Maid. 4 % Tele forgotten long, 


Ray; 


| | Shall Virgins learn from my inſtructive Song; 


And 
By thy 


In Cyprus, Sacred to the Queen of Love, | 

(Where Rants ber Temple, ax ber Myrtle Grow) 

Was Thule born; uncertain how : Tis ſaid, 

Once Venus wen Adonis to her Bed ; 

And pregnant grew: The Birth to Chance aſſign'd. 

* Woods, and foft nr fmt pf Open —_ 

With Flnuers — . — 

With downy Carpet rw 

Some ripened . 2 fragrant Honey brag 4 

Aud fome fetch Mater from the running $ 

| others warble from the Boughs, to * 

Their Infant Charge, and tune her tender Ear, 

Soon as the Sun ferſakes the Evening Shes, 

Hind hid in Shades the ghomy Forreft lies; 

The tingales their tuneful Vigil. heey, | 
And ber, with their gentler Strains, to , 


This the prevailing Rumour : As ſhe grew, 
— TY HutOG a ww 


Vouth, who lingers in Deſpair, 
warn the cruel Fair. 
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F Nerthward, as the Dane extends his Sway, 
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fe every forming Feature might 
| - Some bright Reſemblance of the Cyprian Queen: 


x | 
4 


1 


Beholds the blooming Virgin from the Skies ; 


Informs him, where the lurk! 7g Beauties lic. 


39 


be ſeen, 


Nor was it hard the Hunter Vouth to trace, 
h all her early Paſſion for the Chace : 


And when, on ſpringing Flawers reclin d ſhe ſung, 


The Birds upon the bending Branches hang ; ; 
I'hile, warbling, ſhe :xpreſt their various Strains, 
And, at a Diſtance, Chard the liff 


ening Swain: 
$0 ſweet ber Voice r:jounded through the Mood, 


They thought the Nymph ſome Siren from the Flood. 


Half Human thus by Lineage, half Divine, 
I Forrefts, did the lonely Beauty ſhine ; | 
Like wood-land Flowers, that paint the deſart Glades, 
And waſte their Sweets in unfrequented Shades. 
No human Face ſbe ſaw ; „ pond | 
By human Face : a ſolitary Queen 
He ruled; and ranged her ſhady Empire round. 
No Horn, "the filent Huntreſs bears; no 3 
With noify Cry, difturbs her ſolemn Chace. 
Swift, as the bounding Stag, ſbe wings her tows 
And, ano ear a, will her Ebon Bow, 

4 ſpeedy Death arreſts the flying Fee. 
The Bow, the Hunting Goddeſs firſt 4 1 
And Foory 2 croſs her Shoulders ty d. 


Tbe i imperious Queen f 2 with jealous Eyes, 


Mt once admires, and dreads, her growing Charms; 
And ſees the God already in her Arms. 

hn vain, ſbe finds ber bitter Tongue reproves 

His broken I. ws, and bis clandeſtine Loves 


Jove flill continues frail; And all in vain 


Does Thule in obſcureſt Shades remain 
While Maia's San, the Thunderer's winged Spy, 


Ilhat 
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dad api ears, be nk Mind 
Delays to jealous Minds a Torment prove ; 
And Thule ripens every Day for Leve. 


She mounts her Car, e the Giles Reins ; 
The harneſs d Peacuc is ſpread their painted Trains, 
—_—_— Necks againſt the Sun : 

The Wheels along the level Azure run. 
Eaftward the Goddeſs guides her gaudy Team, 
. as fhe rides, ber forming Scheme. 


| The varicus Orbs now paſt, adown the Steep 
Of Heaven the Chariot whirls, and plunges deep 
bn fleecy Clouds, that „ er the Mid-land Main 
Hang pois'd in Air, 3” + pw. appar Lenny 
And here the Birds repoſe a while : 
3 He gains the Cyprian Ie, 


Nat jo their 
2212 yrs born in thickned Air : | 
| fhe ſeeks, unſeen ſhe finds, the Fair. 
. Now, ver the Mauntain Tops, the riſing Sun 
Shot purple Ray: : Now Thule had begun 
1 and 
Hr fleeting Steps. 
ES 1 67 
flings a Favelin at the flying 
Ae d, the Virgin Huntreſs turns ber Eyes, 
When Juno, — as Difuife 
Let no vain Terrours diſcompoſe thy 2 
My ſecond Vijit, like my firſt, is kind. 
Thy toery „ and thy Elen Bow, 
Did not 1 give ?----- Her « ſudden Bluſbes glow 


Or Thule's Cheeks : Her buſy Eyes ſurvey | 
a 22 — and her | — ES. 1 
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inted in the Dews 
5 now purſues, 
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IR. 


Goddeſs, I oxen Thee, and thy 
1 Sagt of Mid, and Lawns, and level Plains, 
„ Aer 


| le Care, fair Object of my Love, 


Fon Thee, God, bright, the Ng per 
Favours prize : 


Hither I come, urg d by no trivial Fears, 
To guard thy Bloom, and warn thy tender Years. 


Ne 10. Friday, April 25. 1718 
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AVING, in the firſt Paper, 


; 3 
— — Refule of 


to thoſe, who abuſe this Freedom, but to thoſe like- 
wiſe,, who are induftrious to ſuppreſs it. 
| Tryrererore, to 


firſt 3 tov ni 
to 7 
—— Mind, which» eue 
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make us think and act like rational Beings, to theut- 
molt of our Capacities. And it is to be hoped a free 
People, fince it lies in every Man's power, wilt be 
ambitious of acquiring this happy 
mean a Willingneſs to be informed : which may, 
in time, kindle into a diſintereſted Love of Truth. 
Tun Mind of Man has naturally a ſtrong Ten- 
dency towards Truth, and as prevailing an Averſion 
to Falſhood. But fo little Regard 
lity to the Dignity and Excellency of their Nature, 
that inſtead of chert this Divine Inſtinct, (if I 
K the Phraſe) they ſuffer it to languiſh. 
die: They learn by degrees to prevaricate with 


themſelves; and, in time, to grow wholly indiffe- | 


rent as to their Opinions of Things: Or, if upon any 
Oecaſion they are earneſt and reſolute in their No- 
tions, it is ſeldom from a Love to Truth, but from 
a der vitude to ſome Paſſion, or Intereſt. 
Hence it ĩs that we have ſeen ſo many of our Coun- 
trymen, whoſe good Senfe is their greateſt Reproach, 
contend fo warmly, (in the Compats of 2 few Years) 
both for Maxims i in Politicks, and for Doctrines in 


oppoſite. This bring 


J formerly 


met with in my Reading, of a celebrated Modern 


Philoſopher, whoſe Genius is deſervedly admired: 

I mean the famous Monſieur 

it is related, that when he firſt 

draw upa Syſtem of natural Phi „he founded 

it, upon the Doctrine of I Vid; but 2 Friend in- 

—— — 5, he went upon, 

Sed dF, bu . the 

and built his 

Suppoſition of an entire Plenitude. 1 
Ir is therefore ci 

that from Age to 


Diiſpoſition: 1 


have the Genera- 


Deſcartes ; of whom 
apply'd himſelf to 


re Kerzers sg gz cCownSreKMme ww A 
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Enowledge and Application of Thought, 


Man) the moſt con 
Wu E the Breaſts of my ingenuous Readers 


—— 


Ul 
, 


enlightened the World, but 
up to bear witneſs to Truth, through 
all Oppoſition and Difficulties, even to Death; 
otherwife Mankind had long ago, in all ility, 
been delivered up to Errour and Deluſion : In which 
Circumftances, our peculiar Faculty of 
Reaſon had only ſerved to make us ſurpaſs the wild 
Beaſts as much in every Inſtance of Fierceneſs and 
Cruelty, as we excel them in the Powers of our 
Underſtanding. 
Tris Contideration is ſufficient to warm a noble 
Heart with the Love of Truth, and to raiſe the 
Mind to a Phi ; which is 


_ commendable in both Sexes. This Paſſion in its 


full Vigour, (unlike to any other) inſtead of weaken- 
ing, will add Strength to our Reaſon, and 

and refine all our other Aſſections. It will conduct 
us to Wiſdom and ſound Knowledge; and ſupport 
us in the Practice of the ſevereſt Virtues. To re- 


riſking Paſſion, implanted in us only to ſerve the 
of this Life: It is (in a more peculiar 
ken) an intelleftual Aion, which will accom- 


the Soul through every Change, and carty 
— to Knowledge, — Porke- 


inn to Perfection, as long as we exiſt. Without 


it there can be no Virtue; and our Increaſe of 
will but 
render us more wicked: Inſomuch that a Man of 


fine Parts, whoſe Heart is cold and indifferent to 


Truth, is the moſt pernicious, (and to an honeſt 
temptible Creature living. 


glow with theſe Sentiments, I havea favourable Op- 


 portunity to ſuggeſt to them, that true Religion and 
Government are 


are plauſibly undermined, not 
5 
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| Capacity, have not only 


commend it yet farther ; It is nota tranſitory, pe- 


' \ 


advanced, which they 
of the Argument, but their Regards 


kind. Pious Frauds and di 


not only unneceſſary, but detrimental to their 
ded 


z and are a Proof of the 


then remain facred and ihviolable, be the Confe- 
quence what it will, fince nothing, but Confuſion 


End : Neither is there any T 
the Price, to a generous Mind, of ſo much as con- 


niving long at a groſs and pernicious 
pe He man — 


W I to collect the warm Expreſſions, and 


Sentences, ſeattered through the W riti 


rapturous | 
of the ancient Philoſophers in Praiſe of Truth, 1 
could furniſh out a Paper might juſtly put Numbers 


of Chriſtians to the Bluſh ; and which is moſt aſto- 


niſhing !) They, who ſtand moſt in need of being fo- 


reprimanded, arethe leaſt ignorant of thoſeW ritings: 
I ſpeak not to the Vulgar, who are 


— ——— —— 
Tus loweſt Man can fink into, is 


obſtruct the Progreſs of Truth: It is putting People's 


Eyes out, in order to make them fall foul on one 


another in the Dark. The Character is ſo profligate 


and abandoned, that the Free- Thinker will never fear 


ta treat it, in his Lectures, with a bold Contempt. 
No Conſideration upon Earth can mitigate the Hei- 


| Nouſneſs of the Crime. What then ſhall we ſay to 


Men of 


who, when any Propoſition is 


either like or diſlike, conſider 


not the Weight 
for the Perſon, who enforces it? Let all Learning 


and all Knowledge periſh, rather than ſerve to 50» | 
phiſtry, and unſincere Deſigns ; and let the Free, 


a The Pan-Tumnx en. No 1 
Politicks are Þ 


not the Wiſdom, of their firſt Inventers. LA wo ; 
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and Immorality, can ſpring from Falſhood, in the 
hing in Life can pay | 


Errour, or of | 


1 SS (- 


prone to 
follow any prevailing Example of Doctrine, whether. 
good or bad; but to thoſe, whoſe Education and 


y y and deliberately to inculcate Errours, or 


SFr r. — 


| 1 „ 2 _ _ — 
ra, ethane Spirit proceed upon | this Maxim: That it is 
are gorious to ſtand 
* _— to * 2 Frie 


by an Enemy in the Truth and 
in a Falſhood. 


Ne 11. ai. Apr. 28. 1718. 
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| — — guæ Me magno- 
ſere deleftant : unum, familiare & jocoſum ; al- 
— grave. Ciczx. Epiſt. 


FIND 3 a 
to ſet a Day apart to anſwer the Demands of my 
very Man in Buſineſs, and more 


Wirtin 1. — n 


"> Nerf 
pen to untune the Mind, and make Amuſements 


_ — ö 
rr the Autbour of the F — 
STIR, April 8. 1718, | 


4 4 8 is no Subject can intereſt 
Nu 
e 


46 fideration. It is what all your Readers either | 


„ have been, or will be, concerned in, ſooner or 


later. Give it n Papers, 


22 rH 0, 23 every to manage 

this prevailing Inclination of the with Ele- 

. It 

« 1 and by taking it into your Care, 
you will, in a very particular manner, oblige, 


SIR, 
Hour very Humble | 
Servant and Admirer, 


PruiLoGyNUs. 


Tuts Gentleman's Requeſt is eſſential to the 
Deſign I have taken in hand. In the Run of my 
Diſcourſes, the ſeveral Paſſions will come under my 
Pen ; fince they are ſo many 
Thinking, when not duly managed. Love does, 
more peculiarly, require the Attention of a Philo- 


— 1 not only as it is the Paſſion can leaſt be 


a but as it is ſubject to more Excel- 
and greater Blranithes, than any other AF 


— 
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greater 
than the Paſſion of Love; ſol | 


to Free- 
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Mr. FxEE-TalxkR, April 17. 1718. 
— a ſmall Piece of Intelligence, which 
— for a ludicrous Inſtance of the 

8 — of Age, and the Pertneſs of Youth. 
|} © As I was fitting in a remote Corner of a Coffee- 
| © ond, (frequented by a Medley of Politicians, ' 

« Brokers, and Stock- Jobbers) a young mercurial 
* Spark, who had ſomething more looſe, than free, 
4 in his Behaviour, ruſhed in through the Company, | 
e and with Eagerneſs catched up vour Lecture upon f 

Curioſity; which he read with ſo much Volabi- 
| key and Vehemence, that he drew every one's 
= yes upon kim. In the Interim came in an old 
& grave Gentleman, who it to be the News 

« of the Day, defired him not to gallop on fo faſt. 

„ The Youth abated of his Speed, and proceeded 
& with a moredeliberate Accent, to the Satisfaction 
l of the Hearers; till he came to the Paſſage of Eu- 
[ „dune, wiſhing to the Sun. Here he 
fired at once, ſwore, that fame Endoxus was a 
Madman; threw down the Paper 3 and pinched 
Hat into the Furious Cock. The Old Gentle- 
man, who was not] err 

tion diſturbed by this Stripling's Vivacity, made 
| © anſwer; No Child : He was only impetuous after 
| „Knowledge. The Youth went off with a Strut ; 
and the Old Gentleman, putting on his Specta- 
© cles, took up the Paper, 1 
m | © a viſible But turning it over, to know 
— * the Authour, who had afforded him ſo much Sa- 
Bio- * he was thunder-ftruck at the Title: 

| ©W he laid it afide in a Pet, and mut- 
* * tered to himſelf, & this Time of Dy for Fvap- 


* Thinkers 
* | Tem, SIR, your UnbiaſodWifipl, 
BATHYLLUS- 


A * 


_ 
— 


as 


Ta the FREE-THINKER. 


8 as ene Ry. E 
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SIR, ens 188, | 


Are Paper, as I take it, is 
eee 
* This has induced me to apply to you for a Soly- 


<< tion of the fo Perplexity. Is it to 
<« her Vanity or Curioſity, that Lavinia waſtes 


« of her waking Hours at her Glaſs? I ſhould be 
s apt to impute it to the former, were it not that, | 


«« after all her great Care, and no leſs Skill, in Dreſs, 
6 OE ern his Yak an 
< below her high Birth, Fortune, and Deſert. Your 


< Anſwer will oblige, and may be of ſervice to, 
Correſpondent, 


your unknown 


'&& 


** 
excuſe Lavinia s Vanity, n_—_ 


influenced by the 


of our own Re- 


retain but a very i 


in a Room pannelled with Glaſs. But a beautiful 
young Lady has ſomething more yet to excite her 
Curiolity from day to day. She will watch her Face 
as diligently, as 2 Floriit does a Bed of Flowers in 


III ghar Ink how her ive; 
1 begins to diſcloſe itſelf; bow this 
opens, and that Feature 


is inclinable to 

: in which Opinion I am willing to concur; | 
Reflection. It is an old 
- Obſervation, that in ſpight of Looking-Glaſſes, we 


ſemblance. Every one's Face is, in a manner, new | 
to him always; and would be ©, though he live | 


the Spring : She will be impatient every Morning, 


till te 


ripens, 
PETERS But, without | 
is a Mixture of Vanity in all this Cu- | 
_ riohty;zÞ 


to anſwer any Difficulties, which may riſe | 
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and I would adviſe Lavinia not to conſult 
Oracle too much, if ſhe intends to be 
- for in this manner the more the ſtudies, the 
will know herſelf. 

© be at leiſure this Day Se'nnight to g. 


— 
* 
J * - 


ſelf to three V whoſe good - na- 
have me very ſenſibly ; 
— will be convinced there 


when I come to their Letter, which I 
ſorry I have noe room 19 ds fully in this Pager 


IA 


Ne x2. Ae May 2. 1718. as 


* 


_ : — Tac. — 


IE Frce-Thinker has hitherto, defignediy, wat 
off his going to Court; for Which he haben 
nd br mon: But then, they are all Perſons, 
who have no Buſineſs there e themſelves. Naver- 
tmeleſa, to let his F ſee, that he is am- 
ditious of acquitting him 2 
poſes like an Honeſt Bold Briton, He will venture 
to ſpeak to the Great Men, proper Occaſions, 
in Plain Engliſh; though he e 
guage as unfaſhionable, as ld Iriſh. The burſt- 
ing of a Bomb in a Crowd is not more alarming, 
than the diſcharging of a Truth among modern 


Vor. I. D A 


3 more eſpecially in a Free Country, 
— — 
and Capacit to e Will ver 7 
find one tre Free- Thinker amongſt them. T 
-Reaſon is, becauſe 1 4 0 


are enſlaved, and 1 4 
aihons ; which is viſible even to 


n who are By-Standers, and no 
concerned in Court 

REAT 

JAE 1 — 

| higheſt Veneration, or the ut- 


tobe 
3 
. any 
; of z fince, from the time 
he is once init, the Publick has a Right to 
requize of him, not only to acquit himſelf hand- 


fwer our ExpeRations in the 


ndert in the latter. 


Tus peculiar Infrmity of our Countrymen, i 
Impatience under Difappointments, 


from the Publick. | 
Community ſhould prove ungrate reat 
Man; even, in that Caſe, the true Patriot (influen- 
y ayer n 


w Te F enn N "1 . 


and Miniſters. of State, 


— ey, july 


in his Province; but likewiſe not to deſert © | 
his Poſt improperly : And in reali nel oy. wh who an- 


e cover 2 >i{ mess Wl 


*. 12.” i "RY INEER 2 


that he will not only defire, but labour, 
2 ——— to prevent 


For the Man, who from any Provocation | 


AER LE CET. 
| "tt 


* Air, which he is obliged to breathe in common with 
| others. 


Wu has been ſaid, nee eisen 
er plain Conſiderations ＋ Retirement from 
in ve 
—— ta Pens . 
it ma m to 

aby of Cn: Oli FR ES 
themſelves, at any time, from their Poſts, Neither 
isit a Matter of ſmall moment to direct the Appro- 
L 
1 its as to bea 
Check upon the Condutt of their 

Tus juſt Valuationof Action riſes, or falls, | 
in proportion to the intrinſick Worth of the Cir- 
_ | cumfſtances, and Motives, properly belonging to it: 
And if we could always penetrate into the latter, we 
— ſhould ſeldom err in our Judgments of Men. This 
Truth, nevertheleſs, will lead us ſafely through the 
following Concluſions, upon the preſent Subjet. 
, Finsw then; whoever | the Chmmantoof his 
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D 2 his 


his 
on 


. ory 

— oF Fagde ; ry ther be made make. 
_ atleifure to embroil the Affairs of the Nation: 
*Fhis Politician will be fo far from being 


2 Patriot, by fober Perſons, that they will concluth 9 


him to be a weak Man, as well as a bad Subject. 
— — 

; ight, i 
| nm wh — — — 
_ _ reaſonoftheDifference there is in the Nature of Oſſi- 
_ ces, ſome being only for the Pleaſure of the Chief Ma- 
rn relating to the 


Man, 
br 7 — is bound to ſerve as the dhe 
riſf of a 2 
refuſe to be Maſter of the Buck-Hounds. 
therefore there is a Reaſon, in Law, to oblige 
8 cn Oftee, che frrne: RecinD 
even of more Force, to oblige him to continue in 
it, fo long as it ſhall be jutged proper for the Ter- 

vice of the : And the conſtant Practice 
c (atleaſt, for Form- fake) of aak ing Leave to lay down, 
5 an OR Hy ar 
the Prince. But though the King may grant his 
Leave to a Perſon to relinquiſh his Poſt, at a time 
r to ask it; and though 
may be exempted 

: yet, certainly, he is (in 
Common Senſe) 26 criminal in the; udgment of his 
as if he had withdrawn himſelf with- 
— out any Leave to warrant him. 
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© Conduſt of Eunemius; who, I wiſh, may be im- 


tated as univerſally, as he is admired. Eunemizs be- 
en to be conſpicuous ſoon after The Revolution. His 
natural Abilities, his Integrity, and his early Know- 

in the Law, conſpired to promote him betimes, 
to a Poſt, in which he had daily Opportunities of in- 
dulging his Heart, in two prevailing Inclinations ; 


by relieving the Injured, as a Magiſtrate ; and ferv- 


ing his Country, as a Stateſman. In both 
ties, he has always aCted uponone uniform Principle, 
and never varied from himſelf, through a Courſe of 
Years, in a Court, generally as various as the Cli- 
mate. And, when at laft, through long Fatigues, 
in a Multiplicity of Buſineſs, which impairs that 
requires, he thought himſelf entitled, by 
his Labours, to a time of Reſt; he {till deferred his 
intended Retirement, till he aw the Government 
ſecure at home, and the ming chart — by 
n Princes, as Arbiter of the Affairs of Eu- 
Neither does Eunomizs, diſcharged from the 
Weight af Buſineſs, cool in his Affections towards 
Leerer a Set of 
Notions now, concerning the Publick Good, diffe- 
rent from thoſe he entertained before : So that he 
has juſtly merited the Increaſe of Honours, with 
which the King has ennobled his Retirement. 
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Ne 13. Monday, May 5. 1718. 
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(San aliud mibi jam miſer nihil ipfa reliqui) 
Per comnnbia noftra, per inceptos Hymeneo: ; 
Si bene quid de te merui, fuit aut tibi quicquam 
Dulce meum ; miſerere domus labentis ; & Mam, 
c W 
5 116. 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 


SIX, April 28. 1718. | 
INCE you have taken the Paffon of Love I 
under your Care, I make no doubt but you 

vill always ſhew a becoming Reſentment againſt 

* — who violate all its moſt ſacred Ties. 

* They, who ſet up for Intrigue and Gallantry, and 

< glory in betraying innocent Virgins, unexperien- 

red in the Wiles and Falſhoods of Men, cannot be 

«* too ſeverely cenſured. I met very lately with an 

&« Inftance of this kind ina Lady, who is rendered 

cc intirely miſerable by the Perfidiouſneſs of her Lo- 

« ver. She is indeed an Object of Compaſſion : and 

«© I hope, upon ſeeing this in your Paper, the Man, 

« who has been the Cauſe of her Diſtreſs, ma 

4 lent, and not leave her deſtitute of every Help 

e and Comfort. Caliſſa is the Name, under er which 

I hall conceal the Lady. Caliſta is divinely 4 
5 . ee 


- 
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ſome; the Beauties of her Perſon are every way 
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compleat, and the Per ſections of her Mind are 
«© no leſs excellent. She is by Birth a Woman of 
<« Quality : She no ſooner arrived to Years of Ma- 
e turity, than a certain Gentleman found Acceſs to 
« her ; and, by repeated Aſſurances of Love and 
* Conſtaney, prevailed upon her Innocence too far. 
© Caliſta told him ſhe was ruined if he proved falſe; 
« that her Family would caft her off; and that the 
& ſhould be delivered up to Want and Infamy, the 
© Moment he forſook her. He fpared no Expence 
4 of Words to convince her, that he was very ſen- 
e fible of his Obligations and of her Condition; 
and prayed the ſevereſt Calamities might attend 
4 him, if he falſified his Vows. For ſome time, 
many fond Endearments paſſed between them; 
« but at laſt the coldeſt Indifference ſucceeded, - 
« when the charming Caliſta lay-in of her ſecond 
Child. The cruel Man abandoned her at that 
«Time to the utmoſt Miſery, and took to his Arms 
« a mean, worthlcſs Wretch, who was his Servant. 
* Cali/ta, wounded to the Soul with his Ingrati- 
* tude,” waſtes her Hours in Sighs, Tears, and La- 
© mentations; and intends ſhorrly to retire into ſume 
© remote, folitary Place, whete ſhe may indulge 
0 2 and de at liberty to grieve. The 
* Barbarity of this Gentleman, and the Sufferi 
* of this unfortunate Lady, to - be Eo 
* known, to prevent other Virgins from falling 

into the like Diſtreſs; which was one Motive, 
that induced me to communicate this to you. 1 
© earneſtly defire you would animadvert upon it 
- ſpeedily, in pity to poor Caliſa, and all other 
Women; and you will infinitely dblige 
* your conſtant Reader, Po 


„ Tas 


Tus melancholy Caſe of the Lady in the fore- 
going Letter, is a ſevere Warning to the Credulity 
of the fairer, weaker Sex : And the plain Narration 


of Caliſta s cruel, inhuman Uſage will, I hope, prove 
who 


their Guard, 
even now ſtand upon theBrink of Ruin. 
Inftead of adding Sorrow to the Afflicted, I wiſh 
The Free-Thinker could be fo happy as to inſpire 
young Gentlemen with a true Senſe of Honour, and 
to perſuade them, that it is unmanly to the laſt de- 
gree to take any advantage of the 'Tenderneſs of Fe. 
males, or to lay Plots to bring that Sex into Con- 
fuſion and Trouble, which was formed to ſoſten all 
our Cares. Whoever thinks freely, muſt of neceſ- 
fity think honeſtly ; and declare upon the preſent 


_ Occaſion, that it is more baſe to wrong a Woman, 


than a Man; in as much as a Woman is in all re- 
ſpects more Deſenceleſs, and has little or no Power, 
either to repell or to avenge the Injuries, ſhe re- 
ceives. 

Tre Inhnmanity of the Authour of Califta's 
5 is as difhonourable, as the Perſidy of a 
great General would be, who after a warm Siege, 


ſhould engage his Word to give a Town the kindeſt 


Treatment, upon Condition of a prompt Surrendry ; 
and then upon their raſh Compliance ſhould put the 
Inhabitants to the Sword, only becauſe the Articles 


were not firſt interchanged 2 Honour and 


Honeſty is ſeated in the Will: And the Man, who 
is juſt only ſo far as he is obliged by Law, can no 
more be ſaid to be juſt, than an outrageous Madman 


—7 hos be hens. beceuls he is chained. Be- 


fides theſe Conſiderations, this Gentleman's Conduct 
__ one there be) may be compared to the 

travagancy of a whimſical Lord, who was at the 
Pains and Cott to nurſe up a delicious Tree in his. 
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of it with datisfaction, cut down the fair, flouriſhing 
Trunk, to plant a Crabtree in its Place. | 


: 4 FatE-T HINKER, April 18. 1718. 


E ſuperannuated Virgins have taken great 
and juſt Offence at the Reflection caſt upon 
* wherein you ſay, we are 


„ Enemies to Free- Thinking, and are puniſhed for 


it with the profounde/t Ignorance of aur ſelves and 
e others. It was certainly very i in you - 
4 to run the hazard of di ſo formidable a 
Body of Females, upon your firſt ſetting out : 
< eſpecially in a Diſcourſe addreſſed to our Sex, in 
& order to beſpeak their Favour. 

« Your Flattery to the young and devils 
indeed, very ſubtil and refined : Your 
oy * Defcriptionof a fine Lady dreſſed for a Ball, and 

« your informing them how deeply the Arts and 


Sciences are engaged in — bas un- 


doubtedly made them in love with 

we hope you Bd 

teach them to make a nobler Uſe of it. | 
Tx Title of your Paper tranſported us; but 

& when we were full of Expectations from it as to 


our ſelves in particular, you touched us in the moſt 
tender Point. For, you muſt know, we i 


: imagine 
© our ſelves to be theFreeſt Thinkers of all thePetti- 


| * coat Kind; and that our being old Maids, in 


G contradiftion to the Prevalency * Cuſtom, is a 
„ ſufficient Proof thereof: And ol © jo 
* ſuppoſe, that Perſons in a perfect State of Liberty, 


© and by their Years and Experience in no danger 


of being enſlaved by the —— Hap- 
ines. which ſeduce green Virgins, will continue 
& your Diſciples ta the laſt. But, as a con 


vincing 
* Argument,that we are ſtanch Free-Thinkers, af-. 
a ter your own Heart, and according to your own 


D 5 * nn 


* Were 


< at the ſame time that you entertain them in the 
=" manner. Neither ſhould we have 

2 Opi- 
—— of us, did not your 
X 
bone we covet. We are you will act 
2 to the Character you 


you, and not be aſhamed to retract the erroneous 


* antiquated Virgins ; in which Rank are 


propoſe the Candour of thefe Matron- 
— like Maidens to the Imitation of all my Female Diſ- 

2 — ay, wh 
. xeſent with Temper, and always remember to have 
Jome Wit in their Anger. Jam obliged to them for 


I would 


1 D | 


retract an Errour, eſpecially when it happens to 
"be fo much to my own advantage. I muſt confeſs, 


I thought all Perfons obſtinate in Virginity, were ra- | 


ther than wiſe : Whereas I find theſe La- 
dies are only averſe to Confinement of every kind; 
end rejecting the Courtſhip 
- Philoſophy ; which is indeed the moſt perfect State 
of Freedom. 


' I havealwaysintended, in the progreſs of this Pa- 


per, to throw out p Leſſons of 


y io 
the Fair Sex, and to allure the Inconſiderate 


ges S apolite feminine Virtue. But, as the Free- 
Thinker will on the one hand take a favourable Op 4» 


n 1 wx | 4 


6 wy ood dean wb — 


4 * 
& 


have taken.upon | 
« Judgment you have been pleaſed to publiſh of | 


Paupance. TzxPERAxCE. PaTrience, | 


of Men, are wedded to 


de- | 
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| — he will not forfeit his Character by 


E 38 10, 


r en eget Be beagle 
and all Exceiles of Gaiety; fo, on 


turning a Cynick, nor attempt to reform them into 
.. As for Aurelia, I can aſſure my ſuge 
that ſhe not only dreſſes, but thinks above 
ulgar; — her Notions, as ſne 
is elegant in her Apparel. She acts in every Circum- 
fance as becomes a Lady of her Fortune and Qua- 
lityz and, were the to be reduced to a Stulf-Gown 
to-morrow, could part 2 4 
8 


Ne 14. N u. 1718. 


— 


Farerem per Fouem, deoſque penates, me & ardere 
Audio veri reperiendi, & ea ſentire, quæ dicerem. 


Qui enim paſſum non cupere verum inuenire, cum 


gaudeam, ft ſimile veri quid invenerim ? Sed, ut 
hae pulcherrimum efſe judicem, vera videre : fc, 


pro veris are falſa, turpi 
n Ns Acad. Qu. 


— 


O the * Twenty-fiſth paſt I made an 

wards inſpiring my Countrymen with the I 
ef Truth: and as the Sentiments, I then delivered. 
were the Dictates of a Heart warm in its W ſhes for 
the Welfare of Mankind, I may reaſonably imagine 
they made ſome Impreſſion upon my ingenuous Rea- 
ders; if not ſtrong enough to put them all upon 
being active in the glorious 2 the Free-Thinker 
is engaged in, yet ſufficient, I hope, to prevent their 
| bringolfended with . he ſhall endeavour to 


to- 
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eee 
ancline them, ſecretly at leaſt, to wiſh him Succem 
But what was advanced at tha time bring only. F 
—— it will g to ſubjioin 
pon the Subject; not 
— — it farther, r I 
that Pi of the Mind for Philoſophy, with- 
out which all my Labour muſt prove ineffectual. Þ} 
- Tr will not be to my purpoſe to enter into ab- 
ſtracted Notions, or metaphyſical Definitions upon 
the preſent Occaſion ; and to puzzle Men, who are 
ſeverally engaged S of Life, 
with the Subtilties of the Schools. That Method of 
Reaſoning (though it may have its Merit) is too nice 
and delicate for the buſy World: And all Knowlege, 
more immediately uſeful to Society, may with a | 
little Pains be brought down toCommonꝭdcnſe; which 
is the only Learning that will paſs current (like Silver 
— 2 — Degree: Whereas 
the Scholaſtick 1 may be compared to 
ewels; proper only for a few, and thoſe of the 
igheſt Nank. | 
To proceed then: In general, every Man may 
be ſaid to have his Mind rightly diſpoſed to Truth, 
when his Judgment of "Things, or of Notions, does 
impartially reſult either from a due Conſi leration of 
them in all their Qualities and Circumſtances; or } 
elſe from a juſt Compariſon of different Things or 
Notions one with the other. An unbiaſſed Under- 
ſtanding delights in Truth, and acquieſces in it with 
the ſame Complacency, as a good Conſcience re- 
Joices in Innocence and Virtue. Neither can the 
upright Man any more harbour a wilful Errour in 
his Mind, or endeavour to impoſe it upon others, 
than he can cheriſh a known Vice, and ftrive to 
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Every | 
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them 


NN FIT rn 


| 2s the moſt evident Maxims. 


” 
eas 
SY 
the 
nay 


th, 


| of this Misfortune is very 


— Inadjuſting 
| KkindsofR 


N Nerz TAI EEX. Or 
” - Every Art and Science has its Set of Truths: 


And they have their proper Evidences; which, duly 


tion, according to the Nature of the Subjet. Of 


—— ck are in a manner ſelf-evident ; 
generally taken for granted; and 


and are thereſore 
delivered as Maxims, which demand our Aſſent with- 
out any Proof: Others ſtand in need of ſome ſhort 
Deduction of Reaſoning, before they can be re- 
ceived with Confidence: And many require great 
Patience and Application of Thought, to purſue 
— — y out a. or, 
a long Chain of Con in order to make 
them manifeſt to our Underſta - which never- 
theleſs, in the End, claim as full an Aſſent from us 


Tu different Kinds of Truths have all of them 


their Uſe ; but they are not all of equal Importance 
to Society: And it is a great Unhappineſs, that we 
generally reaſon with the moſt impartiality and 
greateſt Accuracy upon thoſe Topicks, which are 
of the leaſt to us, as Men. The Cauſe 
vi The Prejudices, 
the Paſſions and the Intereſts of Men, are no way 
in the Experiments of the Air-Fump, nor 
the Modes of Syllogyſms, nor in 
the Doctrine of Triangles; and thereſore in theſe 
eaſoning we conſent to the Truth, as foon 
as we apprehend it, without 

Ask Thetfordius, whether the three Angles of a 
Triangle are equal to two right Angles ; and he will 
immediately reply in the Affirmative : Demand of 
him, whether two Lines can ever meetina 
Point; and he will anſwer, without heſitation, in the 


| Negative. But after this, if you happen to try him 
ther ; and ask him (for inftance) whether the People 
* are 


political Propoſitions, full as evident as the o- 


carry with them a reaſonable Convic- 


„ 


Dim: He is to me a ſolemn Cheat; a Scholaſtic Fug- 
ter, who plays his Legerdemain Tricks to h lis the 
Ignorant out of theirUnderftanding and theirSenks | 


6 TreFnnr Tunern. NOx Þ 
are formed into Society for the Pleaſure of the Chief | 


People ; and whether a Tyrant through 
the fundamental Laws of the Land, and invades the 


rance in ſuch 
their 


: I ay, put theſe plain Queſtions to 


Allegiance : 
dim; and inftead of making a direct Anſwer, Thet- 


1 — the Conviction, 


| he feels himfelF, and would fain conceal from others, 


into the Man, from ſeveral 
of the ſame nature, makes me diſeſteem 


And notwithftanding he is cool in his T 
ſheer in his Crnveration, 
and carries a fair Outſide; he is rotten at 


Living, 
| the Core, and his Soul is diſhoneſt. 
On the other hand, I am charmed with the Can- | 


dour of Ezphronius. He reaſons upon the Truths 


e Religion, of Morality, and the Principles of G- 


vernment, with the fame. equitable Temper, as if 


his Thoughts were employed upon a Problem in 


Mathematicks. And when upon an intricate Debate, 


| he ſums up his Concluſions, he does it with the Ex- 


actneſs and of 2 fair-dealing, honourable | 
a Merchant; who ſettles a Accompt, with- 
out once whether he is to remain Debtor, 


or Creditor, upon the Ballance. But then, though 


_ "he is equally — and diſintereſted in examining 


R of every kind; 11 


Property of 2 People, does not, upon his Perſeve- 
forfeit all his Right to 1 


you 
of the Truth'; but partly afraid 


emper, | 
regular in his Way of 
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on or Poltichs, his Love of Truth and Benevo- 
lence to Mankind animate him to enter the Liſts ; 


Ir is greatly to be lamented, that we have but 
Perſons to whom this Character can be applied. 
theſe are the Men, O Britain, thou ſhouldeſt 


a] 2 


DP 


neration, now ſhooting up into Manhood, does 
— . — z we have, I fear, but 
the Continuance of our 
gone prin; — 
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| "Hw+: is like - glaſſy Bubble, 
Which finds Philoſophers fach Trouble : | 
Whoſe 177 Part crackt, the whole does fly; 
Wl rs wack bs fed war we 
 HupiBras. | 


et 


| a little ſober Reflection, it will appear, 
that the Benefits, which Society has received 
from the Influence of true Principles of ' 
are far ſhort of the Miſchieſs it has ſuffered from the | 
falſe Notions of Honour. The Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation is more notoriouſly evident, if we conſider 
the ſpecious Practice of Duelling. Ever fince this 
Gathick Diſtinction of Bravery became faſhionable 
all over Europe, for one Gentleman, who has vo- 
luntarily expoſed his Life in the Defence of his 

Country, or any commendable Cauſe, Hundreds of 
miſtaken gallant Spirits have ſacrificed themſelves, | 
nnd their Families, to trifling Reſentments, and ſud- | 
den Guſts of Paſſion. For this Reaſon, I intend, 
amongſt my other Lectures, to diſcourſe at res 
upon this barbarous Cuſtom, in hopes to bring it 
into ſome-Diſreputation : Or, if the diftributing of 
a Sheet of Paper through the Nation, may happily | 
prove the Means of faving but one valuable Life, at 
any time, I ſhall think I have employed the Labour 
of two or three Days to a very ſerious Purpoſe. But 
asMuficians, before they begin to play, always flou- 
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| betogive Alefſandr: a Box on the Ear. Thi 
| Expedient, accordingly, did indeed quench the De- 


| Fake Dilpomnce, but of all the noble : 
vere drawn: Whereupon, think I, None ſo backward 
| to fight, as they who are too forward. The Com- 


when the By- ſtanders 
ate of their Fury, dy 
Friends, on both ſides, thought, they might m- 
late a Peace, with as much Epſe as a Truce; and 
accommodate Matters fo, as to prevent the Effufion 


— —äA 4 


awaken and prepare the Ear; fo, at preſent, I ſhall 
only relate two Stories, by way of Prelude to my fu- 


I went, laſt Week, to drink my Morning-Tea, 


with a Gentleman, who is remarkable for diſtin- 


ouiſhing the true Honour, from the falſe. Our Diſ- 
courſe, in the Shiftings of it, veered about, at laſt, 
tothe ridiculous Punctilio's of the Spaniards, and the 
halians, when he embelliſhed the Subject with the 
following Narration. 
Nor long before I returned into England, ou 
he) Seignior Camillo, and Seignior Aleſſandro, two 
Florentine Nobles, being at the Caſſino, (a Place of 
Rendezvous in Florence, much like MPite's Choco- 
late-Houſe) happened to be betrayed into a Warmth 
of Language, upon an affair of no great impor- 

tance. One Word heated another; inforuch, the chat 
the E ſoon began to glow: on either fide. 
Camilla, finding the Argument too hot for his Con- 
ſtitution, thought the readieft Way to cool it, would 


bate: But then immediately the Swords, not only 
Company, 


(to do them Juſtice) were for preventing the 
of Extempore Courage, in order to gain Time 
to ſettle the Forms of 28 Nevertheleſs, 

the two 1 


the 


of Ancient Blood. Two Perſons, therefore, being 
krſt appointed to watch over Camillo, and Aleſſandro; 


the Learned Duelliſts (fo term the Men of Spe- 
x 1 (fo they — 4 
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Qed wi ; 
— mba 1 a Man 1 
of great Sagacity and W apply ing himſelf | 
that in his Opinion, a ſhort 
Memory was no more 2 Derogation — 
Honour, than to a Man of Wit : That therefore, | 
prevailed upon, ab- 
what had paſt; all Difficulties might | 
be adjuſted at once. This Propoſal was received 


to the Chairman, faid ; 


A the two Worthies could be 
folutely to forget 


wich a general Applauſe ; and he was inſtantly di | 
patched to whiſper it to the Parties; who each of 
them agreed to the Accommodation. 

'T his bei to the Board, the Doors were | - 
1 

tered with a Smile; nad Gomes, addrefling himſelf 
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amd in che Chriſtian Religion; and gave, to each of 
them, a commiſſion in his Guards. The Elder, 
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-I come now to a ſerious Story, which] leans er 
my Trayels, from a Perſon of in 
wholivedin the Court of aua whenths Fat 
In the moſt flouriſhing Period of the Reign 


of Lewis the Fourteenth, two Negroe Y ouths, the Sons 


ofa Prince, being brought to the French Court, the 
— — to inſtru them in Letters, 


who was remarkable for his Candour and Ingenuity, 
made great Improvements ; more particularly in the 
Doctrines of Religion. A brutal Officer, upon 
fome Diſpute, inſulted him with a Blow. 
hnt Youth never ſo much as offered to reſent it. 
A Perſon, who was his Friend, took an 
to talk with him, that Evening, alone, upon his Be- 


'  haviour; which, he tolg him, was too tame, eſpe- 


cially in a Soldier. Is there then, ſaid the young &- 


=== for Soldiers, and another for 


replied his Friend, 
his Leſſons; but 
of a Court. In 


upon this, he deſired his Friend to go 


dom him, cots — to meet him 
| wry in the Morning. Accordingly, they met, and 


The gal- 


„„ er 
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ſought; aid the brave Youth diſarmed his Adver- 
Gary, and forced him to ask his Pardon publickly, 
Thisdone, the next he threw up his Commit. 
fon; and deſired the King's Leave to return to 
dis Father. At parting, he embraced his Brother, 
and his Friend, with Tears in his Eyes, ſaying; 
« He did not imagine the Chriſtians had been ſuch 
- ©. uynaccountable People; and that he could not aps 
. © prehend their Faith was of any uſe to them, if 
it did not influence their Practice. In my Coun- 
try, we think it no Diſhonour to act according to 
© the Principles of our Religion.”  þ 
Tux Moral of this Story does not intimate to 
us, that we ſhould renounceour Chriſtianity, to pre- 
; ſerve an imaginary Honour; but that we ſhould lay 
| ahde Duelling, rather than forfeit our Title to Chri- 
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0 miſcras hominum menteis! O pectora cæca / * 
Valibus in tenebris vite, vantiſque periclis 

R Degitur hoc evi, quodcungue oft ! —— LUCRET. 
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JE £nerance be the Mather of Devotion, what will 
> become of the Learned? Thus by coupling 8 
ſhort Queſtion with a Proverb, which has long 
current through the World, it immediately loſes its 
Fotce, and retains not the leaſt of } 
Truth, to recommend it. It is certain, that — 
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* of this ** could be no Free-Thinker, 
and I ſuſpect him to have been ſome crafty Pope, or 


tt læaſt a Jeſuit. 
Proverb a zight Caſt, by taking off the Fallacy ; and 


woo es, as the other is falſe : For a blind 


poſe upon 


Let us therefore give this notable 


circulate it a- freſh for the uſe of — thus: 
Imorance is the Mather of Superſtition. Tbis Pro- 


properly be called Deyotion, any 


| ons Beater wi be toad wn et en WR. 


Tux inferiour Herd of People, even in the-po- 


lizeſt Countries, are mere Jrdians in com 


pariſon : 
You may put them off with Shells, and Pebbles, or 
any Trumpery ; and make them believe there isan 
intzinfick Value in the moſt inconfiderable Baubles. - 
But then, with the very fame Pains we take to im- 
n mag +. N 
tinguiſh Gold from Droſs, Vertue from 
Religion from Superſtition. Nay, the Mind of Man 
will be more eaſily led into the Knowledge, and Ap- 


prehenſion, of plain ſimple Truths, «4 p35 


* _ > _—_ perplexed, and ſpecious,. 


reise — Seen hey m 2 
upon an — 
Learning to ſeduce 
By-Paths, out of the dire 
It is our peculiar Hap- 
pr For ogra tn, 3h 9 {+ 
of Chriſtianity, nor the Principles of the 
* influence us in the leaſt to 
__—_— wy 
that they, Nho amongſt us are guilty of 
ſuch Baſeneſs, remain without Excuſe. And let me 
tell honeſt Trinobantus, if the groſſer Underſtand- 
ings, who have little or no Leiſure, and perhaps leſs 
to learn, are contented to take all their 


| Nations upon Truſt; he ſhould, at leaſt, give them 


r 9 


; "» Wks arenas. new 
1 as Falſhoods; and, infinitely more convenient fur” 2 


9 Tele with the Valger, bat Think with the Wife; 
L This is the Prudence of of 


| =; ar way "where the good ; 

deen at the Expence and Labour of fowing Wheat, 

in the Heat of the Day. The of N= 

_ rours, of and vain Fears, amongſt the” 

Vulgar, is by far a meaner Cheat, than that of ut- 
baſe and counterfeit Money. ' 


upon the Mother was adviſed,” to ſtick # 
Cindi in a Sine Nicholo an amd to ix-fmtin 
2 wooden Bowl, with 2 : 
to the Saint; . 
in the Current, and hover over the dead Body. The 
. Stream, nevertheleſs, bore the flaming Taper againſt 
a Boat laden with Hay: This occafion'd a Fire” 
- which deftroy'd about thirty-four Houſes, befices 
Shops; nb 
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 Placet enim Hugkur ille mibi Nevianus, qui no tan- 
mum laudari ſe lætatur, ſed addit etiam, & laudato 
2 Ciczx. Epiſt. 


— _ 
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IL no ſmall Satisfaction to the Free-Thinker.; 
that through the Courſe of his C 
Plaud his A and ſome to encourage and con- 
Arm him in his Reſolutions. There are indeed a- 
monegft his Friends, thoſe who chide him a little, out 
of a laudable Impatience in the Cauſe of Vertue, 
when he gives up a Paper wholly to the Diverſion of 
| bis Readers. Nevertheleſs it is his Opinion, that 
[| r ; 
y-Days in a great School) are eq - 
ä acts the Dill Ard he 
| has (by Nature) a competent Reſerve of Years to 
his more ſerious Lectures in, before the 
| Decline of Life overtakes him ; he chooſes to pro- 
Ceed leiſurely, and inſenſibly to wear out the ſeveral 
4 4 ln pleaſed tofind, that amongſt the young Ge 
I Yemen in both our Univerſities, there are ſome brave 
— nbor tht a ond at hg es Ne IG 
- ir Exam ſh one of 
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IS: Wit uwe „. 
6c 
21 raiſed in me towards you, may 
"<< cuſe for troubling you with this. 
t are, ſuch oe Indicationsof a generous Mind 
* ndertaking, that every one 
appear in your ing, that every one ought 
:4© do efteem you, as Man of Publick Spirit and Je. 
es date Courage; you not only cantribute 
9 ownEndeavours, but inſpire others, * 


ity, and toextricate Truth from | 


<< of Lumber. e Svenp rough» 


* Thake off; and yet, 
* yer to riſe; or 

0 bis Life in a nr of 
«© Darkneſs, while the 
and he might enjoy Liberty and Day-Light, ifhe 


a 


< and walk oat. 


Defire the Sympathy of Aﬀe&tion, —- 
F 
hoever you | 


22323222388 _ _ 


lie open before him, 0 
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„ himſelf, who was the Grand Monarch i in 
« Law, long ago forced to it to | 
En the fame time, I am ſenſible, the Man, 
= tbe ook Av Caterer alles wav 
« or riſe upto dethrone old Errours, will have the 
« hard Fate to fall under the Cenſure of many; and 
e ſhould therefore ſteel himſelf, beforehand, with 
— * „and learn to contemn the Reproaches 
& of the aicious and the Ignorant. I remain, WR, 


Your faithful Friend, 
and Well-wiſher. 
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Tus are the Sentiments of an honeſt Scho- 
lar, whoſe Studies will turn to the of his 
Country. And it were to be wiſhed, that thoſe 
Students, whoſe hearts are otherwiſe diſpoſed, were 
in Work-Houſes to carry on our Manu- 
} factures, inſtead of abuſing their Leiſure over Books, 
| 37 — e 
1 diſingenuous, the Happi Society ires 
his Underſtanding ſhould not be cultivated ; anal 
beral Education ſhould never be allowed to Slaves. 


Tax ſucceeding Epiſtle lkewife comes t to me 
$ from the fame Place; but u 
: 2. And may very prope eevethe Grave of 


BIR, — May 3. i5et 
« aka po pears utter Stran- 
| to et will pardon me 
i when fen you, that  havean Ambition ts emer 
Tin jou; which, though 
1 by n may improve inte ſomething 
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& in this famous Nurſery of Learning; where with 
4. Pleafure I have proceeded in an uninterrupted Se- 
ies of Philoſophical, Claffical, and Poetical Stu- 
6. dies; — - 7 agr—n I was acciden- 
66 tally wounded by W . nce from Ange- 
Jia, which like „ebe, from a Cloud) darted 
from beneath a Patch at the Corner of her left 
+ Eye. From that Moment, I turned my Back 
| „., and have made 
my Addrefles to her. I fear the inhuman 
'<© Coquette will be the death of me: I find by her 
40 rr 
* and ſtudies to kill her Man, to 
e for a Toaſt. I no ſooner begin m 
<< than ſhe throws up her Head with a 
r hs gg waggt monk nr inf gud 
6 in my power to vaniſh in an inftant, ſhe riſes with 
* Stamp and a loud Crack of her Fan, walks two 
© or three Turns in a Fret over the Floor, and 
pay... bor ry ls ave Want la goes For, 
4 3 two Yards 
ROT 
out to me, 18 to 
RRR 
„ Jeannot take. And whereas, before this Misfor- 


< tune, I was counted a good-natured Lad; now, 


<< through and Deſpair, I knock down the Por- 
Wh. 8 and bem 


<< I have; Sir, dts warm fl; Hd 


: . hy ; * wo 
$8 3 
«SS Ss a aa a Sa a a «a. a oo =x.- 3 


eee 


nent hate the worſe Lr w. 


beware how you make your ſelf and your 


4 ren 
bree of Patience, and go on, like a good Boy, to 
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« deere clout he Government of Gelhs- 
adviſes — 1 


CE”; 2 


Misz a1 18. 
N.. She talks French: Pray, Sir, do you think 
| \ 6. 5: oytaarecadataiebns, code Wy” 


or YouTHn, 


Ar the havock Love makes * 
the Breaſt of a Student; and know with how. X 


may be the Merits of Angetica, 


miſerable, by prefling her to make you 
faon. ri 


with 


mind your edi, that th will all i ue tm re- 
— 4 rare; r I adviſe 
means to join your yſician's Preſcrip-p 

ton your Tour's Coun, in order to a more 
Or, if you can perſuade the Fair to 


22 BR 


to your ſelf, I am 
not of opinion ans con be of 
*** (he prnfiee Oubs: For, N 
E 3. 8 


** mutet 

fea MOOD FH OY 

and think Ga te Engl inſignificant. ates 
am, STR, 

1 Your mf faithful Friend, 
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requires tl the utmoſt Skill in Pre- Thinking 
to be able to 8 and Perſons to- 
gether, in fo judicious equitable a Manner, as 
— — Beantie the Per- 


y, confidering 
— — of Judge 


ment between the contending Opinions of the Ge- 


nerality of Men, who upon every remarkable Oc- 
nn , without 
. This Equality of Mind cannot be 
Muſtrated, and recommended, than by gi 
ving an Examp le of it. N 
liged the Men of Polite Letters, with any ritical 
Entertainment, I ſhall (or tis Purpoe) pitch up” 
ona Compariſon made between the 
of Monſieur de la Marte, and Madam Dacier, up- 
on the Works of Homer; fince it is, from one End 
to 


r 

. 
iy * 
4 
1 


* d &-- — 


De Fazz-TnIxxER. 1 


1 8 


_ERTETETT Arne 


4 — — — Madam Da- 


| bate, ſhe would have the fame Adv 
ſieur de la Motte, that the Cathol: 
| the Proteſtants. Monſieur de la Halte thinks it in- 


na Moderation, made 
. for the Advantages be loft by his Ignorance in | 


. more artful, and more laboured. The one is crouded 


MAPAM Dacier has the advantage in 


_ fome of thoſe Ad 


n Paz Tan — ”» 


—— for i un- 
vour of — . an 


a — K — at once, a 


A and an Amuſement, * ” 


point” 
of Erudition ; ſhe quotes a great Number of 
Authors, who, in different Ages, admired r 
Monfieur de la Motte pretends to have the Advan- 
in point of Reaſon; allowing no Appeal from 


cer is not for criticiſing upon an Author, in whoſe 
Favour. fo many Men have declared them- 
ſelves; and,. if-Religion were the Queſtion in de- 


ques have over 


to ſound Senſe, to admire any Thing upon- 
the- Authority of another, which does not i in its fort 
appear worthy of Admiration. 

Mana Dacier, by writing with a great deal of 
Warmth againſt Monſieur . la Motte, has let flip 
which from her Know- 
ledge in the Greek | ſhe might have taken 
over her Adverfary: Monſieur de la Motte has, by 
Reprifals upon Madam Da- 


Tus Diſcourſe of Madam Dacia is more ſimple, 
and more natural : That of Monſieur de la Motte is 


with z and the other is filled with Reflec- 
— — cu 
4 


| Defence of Eimer for no other Reaſon, but 


becauſe 
the underſtands Greet : Monſieur de la Motte ſeems 


to have attacked Homer, 
underſtand the 
"The 


only becauſe he does not 


even of thoſe, who know 


ied.” hibe dectuind for dates Docier. There 


is but a ſmall Number of Perſons, ſeveral of which 
do not underſtand Greet, who fide with Monſieur de 


Ia Motte. It is equally ſee a Lady take 
the part of Humer, 7, and» Member of the fe 
attempt to bear him down. 


 MapDpan Dacier does not 
tion by i 


gain fo much 


Sble inthe DiſcourſeofMonfieur de 1s Morte, makes 
one inclinable to wiſh, that he had undertaken a 

Mapan Dacier has raiſed her felf above her 
Sex ; and by 
more than is expected from a Woman, who is not 
to enter into the Depth of Learning, nor 
to poſſeſs the Greet : Monſieur dela Motte, 
by falling upon Hamer, has done an Injury tothe Re- 
E in de K of being one of the moſt learned 


Amer is not to be admired in every Thing; 
and it had been moreadviſeable in Madam Dacier to 
>= in ſome Points, which the endeavours 


TEL ſo inconſidera- 
| — many be rey np or env and 


he might have attacked him with greater Succeſs, 
if he had known how to value him more. 


© Tran Criticiſm, which Monkeur de le Aecte has 


unit upon mers Poem, will neither hinder it from 


being 


4 | <p N * 


in which that Poet writ. 


: 3 
< 4 OG © 2am.” == 


Hemer, as Monſieur de la Matte | 
— —ê — 


Homer, ſhe has performed 


a tio ns”. ice: acl. 
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R The Re- 
2 Dacier, to the Diſcourſe of Monſieur 


4 Ja Matte, gives a diſadvantageous Notion of it; 


| hut, upon the Peruſal of it, though you approve it 


not throughout, you will find in in very excellent 
Things. Therefore, you are neither to j of ' 


Humer, n 
nor of the Diſcourſe of Monſieur de la Matte, by 
what Madam Dacier ſays of it. 
 Mapan Dacier is as extravagantly ed with - 
the Mad of Hamer, as ſhe is diſpleaſed with the Diſ- 
courſe of Monſieur de la Motte. He is neither ſa- 
tified with the [ad of Hamer, nor with the Dif- 
courſe of Madam Dacier. Monſieur de la Motte 
has given us the Character of Homer, as juftly, as if 
he had read him in Greet - Madam Deczer, chere. 
fore, has tranſlated this Poet well; fince it is from 
her Verſion, that Monſieur de la Motte has been 
able to form ſo juſt a Character of Homer. I 
Monszzux de la Motte drawsin his Readers - 
to condemn Hamer, with a deal of Art; Ma- 


dam Dacier canonizes ev ding that Homer fays, 
by the which ſhe cites out of the Scr 
ture. Monſieur de la Motte with more 


Addreſs; Madam Dacier, with more Aut 
They are both equally prejudiced ; the one is blind | 
to the Detech, the other to the Beauties, of Hamer. 
MonsizuR de la Motte is too ſparing in his 

in favour of the Greet 3 
. in order to raiſe the 
French, of which he is ſo great : 


Strength, than the French : It is the Lan- 
me a polite Nation, which had a Taſte for 


E 5 every 


l 28 & 


Tus Latin Tongue has ſomething Maſculine, 
and Sinewy ; e e 
to rule over Mankind. 

Tun French Tongue is as ſoft, as 


za the Greek ; und for more e k 


wk ts 
rn Dacier. 


323 to have a Deference 
received through ſeveral 


by by Men of « diſtinguiſhed Merit : On the 
hand we learn, not to receive the moſt an- 
Fenelon Sommer hes mam without 


5 my Sta 8 
241 wo the Scripture propo 
ns Boehm in 2 Poem. To Monſieur de la 
eie compares the French Language, with the 
Greek, which he does not underſtand ; never conſi- 
dering, the Abſurdity of drawing a Compariſon be- 
tween two Things, the one of which he is ignorant 
of, He is offended with certain Met 
Compariſons, proper —_ 3-3, 
they muſt, of neceſſity, have raiſed the fame Ki 
of Images in the Minds of the Grecians, as they 
raiſe in us. 
Too conclude: Monſieur de la Motte has, through 
his Temper, deſerved from Madam Dacier a mote 
Treatment: Madam Dacier, by her too harſh 
Nenn of gin have given Monſieur de la 
e ying e Thing 
| any — 


aphors, and 


of ber; 


aſide 


E 4 Dune. No 11 & 
| every Thing ; for Arts, for Sciences, and for Pla- 


e 
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e 
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1 — 4 N 
' afide his Reſpect towards a Lady. Eg 
take 


Parallel, that one may eſteem Monſieur de 1s 
ignorant of the Greet; and . 
to di „ ſometimes, from Madam Jarier 


without 
though one be well verſed in the Greek. | 


N? 19. Monday, _ 26. um. 7242 

{ak 
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— — 4 to you, that, in your © 
ſeveral Stations and Countries, you will endeavens © 
te qnell that Spirit of Diſaff:#ion, — . 

| Common Enemies are ſo induſtrious to Ft: 

His Majeſty” laſt 

both Houſes of — 


1 won — * —— 4a 
» * 
; n e O —— i 4 n * a 


——— the Lenity of the Govern- - 
ment, and the known Clemeney of the Ki 
after a moſt unnatural Rebellion ; it — 
ably have been expected, that by this Time there - 
would be very few, or rather, no diſaſfected er- 
ſons, remaining within the Nation; more Ge. 
cially amongſt the People, Who have no - 
| ce upon the Court, nor ever think of pars 
ſuing an Intereſt there; and who beſides have ne- 
ver (ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion) had the a 
r 


ment of - 
any Property or Prividazs vilege belonging to them by Law. 


No ſooner is this Reflection made, but every Rea- 


E der will be able to see Reaſons for the Continua-- 


* 


E 6 tion 


tion of this Diſaſfestion. To omit therefore the 
more. obvious Occaſions of this Evil, I ſhall enter 
en * which is little attended to, 
12 will never fail to have a very great Influence 
the Aﬀettions of the People from the 
—— or in them to it. 
RE... Nobility and the Gentry of Great-Britain 
have (med of them) taken up a Method of Living, 
— by their Anceſ- 
tors. Travel the Nation over in theSummer,and you 
will hardly find a Lord, a Knight, or a Squire, at his 
Seat; and a Duke is a meer Outlandiſh Creature, a 
| Sight not to be ſeen in a Country- Church above 
once in an Age. The Landlord is almoſt every 
ere grown out of the Knowledge of his Tenants, 


were a Plantation in the Þrdies. In the mean time, 
the Steward tyrannizes over the Farmers and the 
Peafants, in the abſence of his Lord, and the 
whole Care of the 
er to the Parſon ; who, is he 
himſelf one of the Royal-Prie 


cr of the Apoſtles, 
| * Acts of Parliament, and ſet the 
and the at variance, eſpecially upon the 
Doctrine of Obedience. The natural 
of: this modern Neglect of the Country is, that the 


Churliſ, think the Li hand, he 
People grow imes 


hyped = 
in be apt to play Texts 


tioned to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, could be pre- 
vailed upon, during the Receſs of Parliament, or 
— — to live amongſt their Fel- 
low-Freeholders and 
would ſoon clear up, and their groundleſs Jealouſies 
6 — Ne e 


generally 


- 


3%; TrFargTuinxer Ng 


and is as great a Stranger to his Mannour, as if it 


of the Pariſh is turned 


their Diſcontents 
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l is employ'd in the great Affairs of State at home, | 
us well as in negociating Treaties, and ſettling Al» 


V o "gr" 8 got, Om 


A Y V1 - 


vours yearly to cultivate Peace and good Neigh- 
Er  Ereeal Diſtrict, hile the Kin 


liances with foreign Powers; in order to ſecure to 
vs a lating Tranquility. Indeed the ſhameful Non -· 
Reſidence of our Gentlemen is a8 

fable in Equity, as it would be in a Prince to live a 
Stranger to his Subjects in a diſtant Land, 
and have no other Thought about them, but todrain 
their Purſes by his Vice-Roys and Deputies. / r 
| Bes1DEs theſe general Conſiderations, which 


ane 


dours with Beef and Beer. By this Stratagem, 


though but a handful of Men, they overmatch 
whole Crouds of indolent Patriots, who think to 
acquire the R of faithful as ſome 
obtain the Name of good Chriſtians ; the one by 
their Affiduity in ſauntering about the Court, and 


the other by their oſtentatious Appearance at Church; 


While the real Service of Religion and Government 
ppm by y neither of them. But, to return ta 

of a pernicious Hoſpitality ; if my loving 
Countrymen will think a little fseely upon their Ci 


vilities, 


viliies, will have no more Reaſon to thank 
Ns Paine wands have to mee > ial 


detained. Fhe Miniſters of State in- 
and fome few inferiour Officers, cannot be 
fared from their Attendance at Court, and the 
Buſineſs of the Publick : But there are Num- 
— — might as well be in their Graves as with- 
the Compaſs of the Bills of Mortality, for any 
Kerice they row now do either to their Prince or their 
—— —— 


5 of being known to the Multi- 
tude of his hs Sac, bur by by his Courtiers and Per- 
fons of Diſtinction 


in the ſeveral Parts of his Domi- 


ing Inhabitants of Market-Towns and 
Villages, but content themſelveswith eating the Bread 
of Idlenefs, ſhould be obliged to wear like 


who ſubſiſt upon Parochial 
Charities. tanto aca. 
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of wing hoſpitabl 
ſome time Governour of Yalenciennes, he began to 


think of hoarding, „ „„ it) to 
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pu, Bellorum 2 Pacis, rea? peſſit 
| utrumgue enim ifforum alterius indiget auxilis 
& Leaning ay 


JE We | - — 


OM nl 
r it appears, that there are a great many de- 
luded People in the Nation, who have taken up a 
- blind Reſolution, to be out of humonr with the 
Government, let it govern which way it will; and 
Pp 1 2 Ain, not only, to continue 


* ene v FJ? 


ner! he F r Gn. $1 | . | 


= 
7 = 1 
, 9 8 * : N 1 be 4 
, | F. | 
* * 


* 


INES. 2 


e tr tr tt e nn vv om ts ww Ww=jXx= 


1 
FP ls: ac ˙ Ä Q lA V oe ao. aan. aw 


AC 4_ 


= 7” 7 7 VY YT I my ww = IT 


n TT, IT nr * 2 "Fs a * r F dew —— Ha,” c N aa 
8 * * a * „ , w_ — * 
1 2 N 8 of ** 0 

. 1 . * 
. ** 6 
1 * 
" * 1 _” 
y D 7 , 
' 20%. REEL HINEER: . 
: 4 


triots here, — the Reward of their 


. wr 

= Clamour induftriouſly the Fa- 
— — 

— Firſt, Yes cos — ups 


Bien, oguin# the Proceeding 
and the People burdened with: needleſs Taxes to 
Army in a Time of Peace and. 


and makes. 
— Fol truckle to a ; Court- Martial. Inftead 
of anſwering, one by one, the Ar- 
ts, which have been made uſe of, both in 
and in Print, to ſupport theſe two 
— I ſhall go a ſhorter and a plainer way ta 
work. In order to this, I muſt defire the Freeholders 
of Great-Britain to lay out Two-Pence for their In- 
formation, upon the London-Gazette of Saturday the 
Twenty Fourth Inſtant ; in which they will find 


An Abſtrat? of the A for puniſhing Mutiny and De- 
ſertion ; 


and An Extract of the Rules and Articles 
bis Majefly has been pleaſed to eflablifh, for the better 


Government of the Land. Forces for the Year 1718. 
The careful Perufal of which may fave them many 


a broken Head and many a Pound 


— the Year is expired. — cats | 
their Studies upon this Point; I wiſh I could pre- 


vail upon them to disburſe Two. Pence more for the 
following good Friend and 
Well-wiſher, The Free- Thinker, who 2 
Brain in the hot Weather for the Pr 


— > 6 
es, ** 
Y 


nar the Potentates of. 


— 


to be hoped, a E — ma put 
— — wy 
from the Apprebenſions of any forcign Ruptures. 


— — hens: granted a Standing 
Army to his Majeſty ; but only allowe i the Forces 
ts de continued for one Near; reſerving to them- 
ſelves the Power to reduce them as they (hall think 
convenient after the Expiration of the Term limited. 
In the. next place, our old cautious Engi Proverb 
1 ngd fv ax we can ſee 
him: Now theParliament did, before the laſt Seſſions, 
intruſt the King with very large Powers; and we 
| have een with what Moderation and Equity he uſed | 
them forour Preſervation. The Wiſdom of a Na- 
tion is to judge when they have a Prince, who may 
heiconkded in, and when nat - For a groundlels Jea- 
 lbufy, and a groundleſs Confidence, manifeſts an 
equal Degree of Weakneſs; And theMan, who ſhall 
enflave his Reaſon to any Maxim, will often be re- 
nd ues roy nts £20, ere There- 

though it be a very in general to 
diſmiſs an Army — — 
try; yet there may be, even then, concurring Cir-- 
cumfſtances,. which would make it Madneſs to act 
by that Mazim. 


In the ſecond place: The moſt oder Oy 
_ againft the Forces for this Year, is raiſed from the 
Danger our Liberties may incur from them. And 
yet; it is remarkable, that the Perfons, who are 
with the A& for continuing them, are the 
| rr 
great Jealouſy of the Prerogative; and the loud Cla- 
mourers againſt the Army are the Men, by whom = 
our Liberties have been fb often brought into im- 
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nued after the War is ended. It 


are founded upon 
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oy in Here is, That an DE nr yy 
S — 
fande: And the only N en 

it 


any People from an A depends fingly 
* — = - 


tranſgreſs the End of their Inſtitution, nor ever turn 


their Weapons upon (J will not fay their Matters, 


but) the People, port cnn But it ĩs obvious, 
1 is equally ſtrong 1 all Aida 
at any Time, and upon any Since it is as 
difficult for an: y Man to anſwer, that an Army raiſed 
in Time of War {ball quietly lay down their Arms, 
when a Peace is concluded; as it would be to pro- 
miſe, they ſhall not abuſe their Power, when conti- 
may be farther ob- 

ſerved here, that the Government of the Army in 
Great-Britain is like the Government of the State, 
in each of which the King concurs in the Legiſlative 
Part, and is fingle in the Executive Part, of Go 
vernment : The Force of a Proclamation depends 
upon 2 known Law; and, the Articles of War 
an AR of Parliament. 

TriRDLY : Since theLegiſlature thought it pru- 


14 


dent to keep up a more than ordinary Number of 


Land-Forces for this Year ; it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary there ſhould be aLaw made to enable a Court- 
Martial to puniſh Mutiny and Defertion, as well as 
2 great many which Soldiers, when not 
checked with Severity, will be apt to commit; 


_ | and which the Civil Power cannot fo 
| reſtrain. Without ſuch a Law, the Army had not 
. 2 — but the Common Sol- 


bon 4s they came to underſtand, that the 
Officers 


occaſion for the 


— 4 91 1 


wiſe ohſtruct the Courſe of the Common-Law, but 
D ere 
— reer 
roperty Subject was never 
and ſecureed in any former Law of this 
een 
N To conclude; It would be 
happy for the Nation, that there was no farther 
preſentEftabliſhment of the Troops; 
and what has been ſaid, has been only with a De- 
fign to undeceive the People, and to bring 
fuch a Temper, that the Civil 


Magiſtrate may be 


able to rule them by the ordinary Methods of 


and Juſtice. Therefore let me adviſe my 


a —— to comply with the only Con- 
can prove eſfectual to this end; and 


to Reduce the Army. 


them to 


men, who earneſtly deſire to be. freed from 
the Burden, * and the Danger of an 


that's, by Ss chearful Obedience to the 
rament, to make it as able, * 
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| Heknew not Cato, for his wit was dude 
"That bade men wed her ſimilitude- = 


 CHAUCER, 


: 
ii. 


— 


75 the FREE-THINKER. 


# ye De FI Tuinktnx Nan | 
= T have a Brother, an Apprenti in Town, who, | 
< is e in a Deſign of this kind, much un- 
n : It is for his 
He lam fo urgent ; hoping you may prevent bis 
« Ruin. This is the laſt Expedient I can have re- 
<< courſe to, in order to fave him. He holds your 
<< Papers in great Eſteem ; and I am well aſſured, 
* hes upon his Raſhneſs and Inexpe- 
« Hence will have their due Weight with him ; as 
« they will in the molt particular manner oblige, 
o Mr. Fxen-TrninxER 
Your conflant Reader, 
and very humble S. 


A. Y. 


4 From the Information of this Letter I may pre- 

ſume, the Reflections I ſhall ſubjoin to it, may be 

of uſe, not only within the Cities of London and 

 Wiftminſler, 
in the 


— — 


een .a.l.w@o aO2Þg  . 


low-SubjeRts marry with 
fuch Precautions, that theWealth of theNation may | 
ſtill remain entire. But then, as every goodCitizen in 
Things, that relate to it; everyMember of it likewiſe, | 
in Concerns of a more private Nature, owes a Re- 
| to his Family, fo as to do nothing, that may 
it his Relations, or bring aBurden upon them, 
ax nn iow — Non toe, 
of Society is much preſerved by keeping * 
cord, a0 much as poſſible, out of the ſeveral Fami- 
lies, which conſtitute the Whole. 


WE YER 


HayinG 
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1 Having given my young 
| loſophy of the Cafe, 
| Brother; I know it would be needleſs to fuggefl : 
| kim the common Topicks made uſe of to ſhew the 
| mnifold Inconveniences of a difproportioned 
„ Marriage. I ſhall therefore offer to him a Conſide- 
ration not very obvious: And it may be of ſervice 
to him, if he will give me Credit ſor the Truth of 
the following Reflection, to a part of which I doubt 
not of his Aſlent ; and a few years more will con- 
vines Jugs of the whats. Generally ſpeaking, Love 
T 7822 ier of our. ears ; 24 


— — _ 
Ae its defired Effect, when a laboured 


The Pann Turnnes: Nei. 
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8 
It was my Misfortune, when I 


7G ws juſt fk © Colts thowart, to ſteal a Wed- 


* ding with Mother's Houſe- Maid. The Ho- 


«© ney-Moon, I muſt tell thee, was ſoon in the 


„ Wane, and a tedious Quarter of dark, ſtormy 
* Ni 
'<< in Fortune, ſhe made up in Spirit abundantly. I 
< muſt let thee into another Secret. There is not 
ee much Wedlock without fome Jars : Thou art no 

very ſturdy Lad; and Suſan is a notable ſtirring 
« Lab: And I can aſſure thee, by woeful Expe- 
<< rience, when a Wife has been trained up to han- 
de a Broomſtick or a Mopſtaff tightly, the Hus- 
„ band will often have occaſion to curſe her Dex- 


* terity. I thou wilt take my Word, Sir Harrys 


<< Daughter will prove not only a more creditable, 
n,. I have done my 


< Duty; and hope thou wilt not diſregard the 
© ny Wardng of thy bring Unck. 
T. Jor rr. 


_ To the Authour of the Faxe-Trmxzn, 
SIR, 


2323 and as ſoom begin to fade. 


22 — 
know ifteen, may expect 
F — lhe 
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ſucceeded : Fer, what the Wench wanted 1 
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Tours, L. L. 
My worthy Friend Mr. I. L. has put a ſeverer 


Task upon me in this Letter, than he afligned me in 
dis ® former. Woe be to The Free-Thinker, ſhould 


he dare to point out that hateful Period, which every 
one drives at a due diſtance before her, and reſolves 
never to overtake it. Beſides, Beauties are more or 
le durable according to their Complexions, and 
more eſpecially according to the Climate they are 
raiſed in, Lake» true Fog Light-brown Beauty 
to be more durable, and to hold its Bloom 
ADB 
Of this I may take an occaſion to diſcourſe more at 
large hereafter. In the fnean time I beg leave to 
my ingenious Correſpondent in mind, that 
is we 20ers to as great a Per- 

ſection, and as many degrees of Nicety, as Specta- 
cles. There are Artificers can ſuit any Lady's 
Age and Complexion with a Glaſs from time to 
time, with ſo much Juſtneſs, that ſhe ſhall at a 
moderate Expence, once in a Year, be able to 
preſerve her | in all the ſeeming Bloom of Fif- 
teen ; for her own Uſe and Amuſement, till the is 


_ * reduced to look through one Glaſs upon another. 
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\ 5 my Tie gives men of ranging thro? 
every Subject worthy the Thought of Man; 
fo Religion, the moſt i of all Subjects, 
comes peculiarly under my Province. I ſhall there- 
fore allot ſeveral of my — to Inquiries upon this 
| Head. And J hope, the Perſons, whom I often en- 
dęavour to divert with leſs ſerious 


be diſpleaſed, if they are now and then brought to 
hear a ſhort Sermon on a Week-Day, without the 
of catching cold at Church, or the Fatigue 
.of rifing too early in a Morning to come to it. As 
for that learned and reverend Body of Men, whoare 
our ſettled Inſtructours in Matters of Religion, I 
cannot (without affronting them) ſuppoſe, they will 
be in the leaſt offended with my meddling 
Affairs, or think that I invade their peculiar Office ; 
fince I wholly yield to them the Privilege of teaching 
in Publick, with the Emoluments that attend it ; 
andwillingly ſubmit myſelf to be an attentiveHearer, 
when they ſpeak from the Pulpit. I only claim, upon 


nde Proteſtant Principle, (which I would ſuppoſe 
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and eſpecially my Readers of the Fair Sex, will not 


in theſe - 
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WS. 

den all zealous for) a Right of Thinking and 
rms kit, where 2 
cerned 


Singularity ; nor, on the other, by as weak an At- 


what they may (by their Authority) have ſet up 
te place of it. In plain Enghfh, I will not (in com- 


and not to think it ſufficient, that another undertakes 
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: and the Liberty of ing from the Preſs 
what I think not only true, but neceſſary to be 
WHENEVER I treat of Religion, I ſhall take 
all the Care I can to keep inviolably to my Cha- 
rafter of a Free-thinker; and neither ſuffer my 
ſelf to be led away on one fide by a Fondnefs for 


tachment to what may juſtly be called Popularity in 
my Notions. I ſhall not ſo much attend to what 
is accounted Religion by the Many, as to the En- 
quiry after what is True Religion, and ought to be 
received as ſuch. If ever I enter into the former 
Conſideration, it ſhall be only to examine whether 
that, which is commonly 1 upon the World 
for Religion is the real thing, or ſomewhat of a dif- 


| ferent Nature. Neither ſhall I think my ſelfobliged, 


out of any Reſpect to Great Names, topalliate what 
I take to be the Truth, for fear of contradicting 


plaifance to any Perſons) put out my own Eyes, be- 
cauſe I cannot ſee Things in the ſame Light and 
Colours, in which ſome affirm they ſee them. 1 
know no Rule to judge of Religion by in the ge- 

neral, but Reaſon ; nor of the Chriſtian Religion in 
particular, but the New-Te/ffament. And as every 
Maa is to anſwer for his own Principles, and ſubſe- 
quent Actions, and not others for him; fo ought 
every Man himſelf to know why he believes or acts; 


to know it for him. From hence I conclude, that 
it becomes every Man, who would proceed like a 
wife Man, by choofing his Religion on ſubſfantial 
das bas may be in faſhion 
2 8 


n 1 


TOY 
_ * 
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in the Country where he lives, to think of his Per- 
> fuaſion with the utmoſt Freedom: that is, without 
Prejudice. _ DE 
Tur Perſon, who ſurveys Religion with this 
Temper of Mind, will find it to be as 
diftant from the Madneſs of the Enthuſiaſt, and the 
Folly of the Superſtitious Man, as it is from the moſt 3 
extravagant Infidelity of the Atheiſt. Nay, he will 
Ss farther diſcover, that theſe different Extremes are | 
at the Bottom owing to one and the fame Cauſe ; | 
the Neglect of Thinking Freely, and the permitting | 
of Prejudices to interpoſe, and darken the Truth. 
ATHEBEM is certainly owing to as groſs Pre- 
poſſeſſions as can be imagined. It is taking up an | 
Opinion, that there was no Creatour, and that there 
is no Governour of the World, upon the moiſt ab- 
ſurd Suppoſitions ; againſt all the Principles of Rea» 4 
ſon, and againſt all the Arguments ariſing from the | 
Beauty, Order, and Deſign, which are viſible in all 
the Parts of the Creation. It is even againſt the In- 
tereſt of every Man, who lives up to the Dignity of 
his Nature, that Atheiſm ſhould be true: Which 
is a plain Proof, it muſt be owing to ſome ftrong 
Prejudice, over-powering both Reaſon and Intereſt, 
that any one is an Atheiſt. | 
Tux are in the World two Sects of Atheiſts, i 
very different in their Character. There is the Vi- 2 
cious and Immoral Atheiſt, who is only againſt Re- 
ligion, becauſe Religion is againſt him. He hates 
to be confined within the ſtated Limits of Reaſon 
and Good Senſe ; defires an unbounded Freedom of 
Action ; would have all Pleaſure and Happineſs meet 
in himſelf, and values not what to others, | 
provided it does not affect him. It is not ſurpri- 
_ zing, that ſuch a Libertine ſhould endeavour to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that there is no Government or Wiſ- 
dom in the Univerſe, becauſe his Actions contradict 


» 
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| quire; and becauſe, if there be a wiſe Governour, 


he has every thing to fear from him. | 
Bur then, there is the Vertuous (I had almoſt 
called him the Religious) Atheiſt ; who delights in 


Goodneſs, and in every thing, that is reaſonable and 


beautiful. He loves Mankind ; he is focial and 
publick-ſpirited : And even that good Temper of 
his prepares him to receive the Prejudices, that mif- 
lead him. He has been accuſtomed from his Child- 
hood, to confound Superſtition with Religion. It 
was Superſtition he ſuck'd in with his Milk : That 
was what he learned as Religion from his Nurſe ; 
and having never examin'd the matter nicely, he 


thinks them ſtill the fame. He finds That, which he 


miſtakes for Religion, to be monftrous, abſurd, de- 
ſtructive to Mankind, and even impoſſible ; and 
thence he concludes, that Religion (which bears 
a wrong Sound in his Ear) is ſo too. This is great 
Prejudice ; but ſuch as, I hope, is pardonable ; and 


mer, or than the Blindneſs of Superſtition and En- 

AnD therefore as Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm 
are in themſelves not only owing to very ſtupid Pre- 
judices, but are likewiſe chargeable with being the 
Cauſe of the kind of Atheiſm, laſt mentioned; they 
are, Iam afraid, the greater Evil of the two. And 


I am the more induced to be of this opinion, becauſe 


it ſeems to be a much greater Aﬀront and Indig- 
nity caſt upon a wiſe and good Being, to have an ill 
opinion of him, than to have none at all ; to belive 
him to be an evil and fooliſh Agent, than entirely 
to disbelieve his Exiſtence. 

ENTHUSIASM is a kind of an overweening, 
and groundleſs Perſuaſion of being the particular Fa- 
vourite of Heaven; of being inſpired from thence 


F 3 with 


eaſier, much eaſier, to be removed, than the ſor- 
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Inſtrument of Provi- 
I he raiſes Diſturbances J 
in the State, he is ſent to convert the World by the | 
Sword. If he exerciſes his Power in Crueky, he 


' Þ the of God. If his Brain happens not | 
to be filled with ſuch vaſt Schemes, he is fatisfied { 
with fitting ſtill, and contemning his Fellow-Cre 4%} 
tures ; as being far below him, in their Religious | 


if 
7 
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converſes with Heaven ; be 
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| _ fancies to himſelf, that he gains 


mates and adorns thoſe Idols with a thouſand Frail- 


/// ðↄo² M A 


in muſing upon his Exiſtence. By this be 


ings 
vel of mortal Men, and. of the moſt deſpicable a+ 
mong them. It paints him as a childiſh and vain 
Being, pleaſed 


tion multiplies the number of Deities, and erects 
 . every thing, that we ſee, or feel, or taſte, or ſmell, 


or touch, into an Object of Worſhip; and then an- 


ties and Vices, with weak Paſſions, and unmanly 
Pleaſures. Sometimes it allows of one ſupreme 
Governour, but ſurrounds him with ſuch Numbers 
of inferiour Divinities, or (in the modern Language) 
Saints, that he is almoſt loſt in the Croud, and inac- 
ceflible, unleſs it be through the Multitude which 
incircles his Throne; and his Power is fo divided a- 
mongſt them, that very little or none of it ſeems to 
be left to himſelf : He grows to be neglected, and 
his Miniſters only regarded or addreſſed to. And if 
Superſtition does neither of theſe, but leaves the 
Unity untouched, it is ſure to repreſent him as the 
moſt capricious and peeviſh, the moſt unreaſonable 
. poſſibly bs ; 

"> 5 


And then, the Service it teaches us to pay is proper- 
tionable to the Deity it preſents to us. It conſiſts 
in ſtately Domes; in conſuming Treaſures to no end 
or uſe; in numerous Artendants ſplendidly attired ; 
in ſending up odoriferous Clouds of Smoke ; in de- 
ftroying theBeaſts of the Earth ; in abjeQ and cring- 
ing Poſtures; in Cruelties upon our ſelves and others; 
in every thing, that the moſt ſlaviſh Imagination can 
invent to gratify a luxurious, vain, ill- humoured, and 
tyrannical eaſtern Monarch. The effect of this is, 
Men foon grow to imitate the Impertinencies or 
Crimes, which they firſt make their Deities guilty of. 
But if Superſtition happen to meet with Enthuſiaſm, 
(which we often ſee) the Effects are yet more terri- 
ble. Then the Rage and Fury of the one joins to 
ſupport the Folly of the other. It immediately brings 
with it a Command from above to deſtroy all, who 
refuſe the moſt abſurd Homage, and have the In- 
folence and Impiety to offer up to Heaven only a 
reaſonable Service; ſay what you will, the incenſed 
Power muſt be appeaſed by the Sacrifice of ſuch 
Hated Rebels. Thus Men are ſtirred up to butcher 
one another for Religion; they fancy Heaven is 
pleaſed with their Zeal ; and the world in the mean 
while is filled with Bloodſhed, and Horror, and 
Confutton. | 

FF a Man can but guard againſt theſe different 
Prepoſſeſſions, he may arrive at True RELIGION ; 
which is only neglected, becauſe it is rarely known. 


It ſupports its ſelf by no Prejudice, nor Cuſtom, nor 


worldly Power; but by pure Reaſon and Good 
Senſe. It leals us, from the Conſideration of the 
Nature of T hings, of the Beauty, Order, and De- 
ſign, which appears in the Univerſe, to the Belief of 
an Eternal, Powerful, Wiſe, and Beneficent Agent; 
and to ſuch a Service and Obedience as agrees with 
thoſe Notions. The Service true Religion * 
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our Species ; but inſpires all the Greatneſs and Large- 
 _ neſs of Soul, which can fill the Mind of Man, or 
bleſs the World. In a word, the truly religious Man 
is the moſt rational, the moſt the beſt na- 
tured Creature living ; happy within himſelf, and 
Happineſs to others about him ; he is free from the 
Perturbations of the Enthuſiaſt, and the comfortleſs 
Proſpects of the Atheiſt. And, as he is in the faireſt 
way to be happy here, fo he will certainly be re- 
warded hereafter, if there be any Juſtice in the 
Government of the World. This is the trueſt 
Comfort, as it depends on the moſt immutable and 
conſtant Being. So much has Religion the Advan- 
tage of all the Schemes oppoſite to t. 
I have juſt touched upon the main Topicks, 
which I ſhall enlarge upon in my following Papers 
on Religion. I ſhall undertake Gs Das 4 — 
thing but Religion truly fo called; and that I hall 
endeavour to reſcue from thelmpertinencies, Wicked- 
| neſſes, and monſtrous Fables, which would paſs for 
i, and diſgrace it to the World. 
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5 tecume cudis offs mes; — lbellss, 
; OT cam cups oe habere vie ; 
Hs eme, quos arctat brevibus membrana tabellis : 


Scrinia da 3 3 me Manus una capit. 
MARTIAL 


al the Methods, 1 
tiſed to inform Mankind, and to convey Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge to the Multitude, that of throw- 
ing out ſhort Lectures from the Preſs, upon ſtated 


Days, is by far more effeQual and more convenient, 


than any other ; firſt, as it is more diffuſive, and 
- takes in a greater Number of Diſciples, than can be 
inſtructed by any other Expedient ; ſecondly, as it 
Faves every one at Liberty Liberty to allot any half Hour in 
the Day to his Curiofity and Information, and cures 
the Infirmities of the n 
of Time, or Hindrance from Buſmeſs. 
not only takes in both Sexes, but likewiſe ks 
ferent Ages, without Diſtinction: And though in 
| Reality, I is never too late to learn; yet thoſe, 
who have had the Misfortune to grow old in Igno- 
ws ay (© ths: np (0 In) be pax ont. 


at home, and to have an of informing 
themſelves in private. If therefore the Art of Print- 
ing had been known, when the ancient Philoſo- 
pkers flouriſhed ; ad. 


publick School, when at the fame 
Reo they weeks be and ts put on their Spectacles 
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long have contented themſelves with reading Le- 
ures to a Croud at the Expence of their Lungs; _? 
1 when, by the Aſſiſtance of the Prefs, they might = 
have ſpoken to Nations, with as much Eaſe as to 

a ſingle Perſon. | 
I Tax Glory of this modern Improvement was 
| reſerved for the Iſland of Great-Britain : And the 

. Inhabitants can never ſufficiently acknowledge their 
Obligations to the worthy Knight, who was the 
firſt Projector of this commodious and 
Manner of infinuating Know 


ledge through the King- 
dom. It is owing to the Succeſs of this happy In- 
vention, that the Free-Thinker took up a Reſolution 
to make Philoſophy the Amuſement of Coffee- 
| Houſes, Tea-Tables, and Aſſemblies. What re- 
commends this Practice yet farther is, that it is 
ly becoming a Philoſopher, not only as it has 
of Oftentation, than the Method uſed in the Schools 
| of Athens; but likewiſe, as it gives People more 
Leiſure to conſider coolly of what i is taught, than a 
tranſient Lecture by Word of — where the 
Attention is employed in following one Sentence af- 
ter another, and is not, for that Reaſon, capable of 
retaining every Period as it was delivered, in orcer 
5 to make an unprejudiced Judgment of the whole. 
| Tazss Obſervations lead me, in juſtice to ſe- 
veral of my Readers, to undeceive the Publick in 
an Expectation, which many rely ; that I ſhall 
collect my Papers into Volumes as 8 on. There- 
fore, before it is too late, I think it fit to acquaint 
ſuch, as may upon this Suppoſition have dto 
__ compleat their Sets of ſingle Papers, that I had form- 
dd quite another Deſign to my ſelf from the Begi 
ning. The Character of a Free-Thinker is of tov 
great Importance, either to be taken up raſhly, or 
 cearniedon with Precipitation and Looks, It is of ſo 
facred a Nature, that Ry a Man to think twice, 


befare 


* 2 
* - 
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before he ſpeaks upon ſerious Subjects; and even 
then to remain willing to be better informed, and 
ready to retract any Miſtake, which his own future 
Reflection, or the friendly Admonition of others, 
may diſcover to him. For this Reaſon I have all 
along firit to finiſh my whole Courſe of 
Free-T hinking, which — * the long Cata- 
logue of vulgar Errours I have by me) is like to 
a Labour of ſome Years: This 
intend to take a reaſonable Time to reviſe my Leſ- 
ſons; — —— 2 
before I have taken all the Precautions I can, not 
to offend againſt Truth in any of my Notions. 
Tas Free-Thinker has a due Senſe of the Great- 
neſs of the Undertaking he is engaged in ; which 
makes him go on leiſurely, that he may proceed 
more ſecurely. It is a great Encouragement to him 
to find, that his Diſcourſes are read in the remoteſt 
Parts of this Iſland, and kindly —— — 
dom of Jreiand. It is high Time therefore, he 
«ſhould now invite all the Ingenious amongſt his Fel- 
— Subjects, to aſſiſt in ſo various a Harveſt, where 
Labourers of every kind may find room to put in a 
Sickle. Whatſoever may contribute to promote 
Enghſh Politicks, to inſpire a manly Religion, to 
inculcate found Morals, to improve Arts and Sci- 
ences, to embelliſh Polite Learning, and now and 
then to engay Life with inoffenſive Wit, and in- 
r.ocent —— ſements, becomes the true Free- Thinler; 
whoſe Philoſophy ſhould be equally diſingaged from 
Libertniſm and Moroſench, r 
of my Paper carry d me out 
ME. Eos 18 I ſhall this Day relieve 
my Readers and my ſelf, from too long an Atten- 
tion by concluding with a Letter, which I think 
needs no Comment, and with two ſhort Copies of 
| Verſes from my unknown Correſpondents. 1 
0 


—— — 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 
SIR, 
4 AMONGST the —_ Abuſes, of which 
l we ſtand uncorrected, I know none, that 
© more deſerves your Reprehenſion, than the In 
= Grility we are generally guilty of to 
&« more notorious Inſtance of which, I think, I 
never ſaw, than that, which happened Yeſterday 
in one of our publick Walks: Where a Lady, 
e being at her Entrance diſtinguiſhed by her Dreſs 
for a Foreigner, had immediately the greateſt Part 
of the Company running after her; ſtaring full 
in her Face, and making their RefleQions aloud. 
4 could perceive, ſhe took notice of this; but 
© more with an Air of Pity, than Reſentment ; and 
“ faid to her Companion, I thought England had 
© ot been in the Indies ! As this 6 
e culiarly charged upon our Nation, than an 
&© ther, it is to be wiſhed it were redreſled ; 
« it makes us deſpiſed by our Neighbours, wor | 
— themſelves by a contrary Behaviour. 


Tam, SIR, 
Your Servant and Atmirer, 
| Middle Temple. Monday, W. M. 


May 1718. 


Toa Young LADY, who promiſed to marry 
when the Sprinz came, 


ROLL 22 Manthe ; med Joi thou _w 


Spring ; 
And to my longing 4 Corinna bring : 


RS 


Soft as the Vernal Breeze, that fans the Air. 


My 
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enger Love, impatient of Delays, 
 Qutfrige the Sun, and chides the lingring Days. 
The blooming Virgin vows fe will not wed, 
Till every Field becomes a Bridal Bed. 


The TEA-TABLE. 
In the Manner of WALTIIERM. 


I. 
my invoke, when they rehearſe 
* "Strains their plea 
Some Fables ſe to aid the — 
And boaſt of Heliconian Streams. 


ing Dreams, 


| 2. 
But here a real Muſe inſpires ; 
The tepid Liquor, ſhe imparts, 
Gives to the Brain Poetick Fires, 
A rob ler 2 to our Hearts. 


3. | 
White from her Hand each — Gueſt 
 Recerves his Cup with Vapours crotun d, 
He thinks tis Jove's immortal Feaft, 

And Venus deals the Nectar round. 


4 
As &er — Fountain ( Poets fing) 
Same lavely Guardian Nymph bears ſiuay, 
9 » from the conſecrated —4 
Wild _ and Satyrs driues away. 


5 


Ss hither dares no Savage . 
Abo Beauty's Sou reign Pow'r denies : 


A, drinking bere, her C Charms confeſs, 


And own the Conqueſt of her Eyes. 


"— als 5 
* DE — 5 
* 1 * 
4 1 * - — 
5 


| ** urbem. 


True Religion manifeſts the right Diſpoſition of the 


the Old Exliſb Hoſpitality ; and wiſh in this I could 
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6. 
When Phoebus try d his Herbs in vain 
On Hyacinth, had She been there, 
With Tea She had reviv'd the Swain, 
And made him live to die for her. 


NG 24. Friday, June 13. * 
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THERE is a great Reſemblance between the 

Simplicity of true Religion, and the Plainneſs 
of Good Manners ; as well as a Likeneſs in the Cor- 
of them. Neither is it a wrong Obſervation, 
that they generally flouriſh and decline together. 


Heart towards the Supreme Being; and Good Man- 
ners, properly fo called, ferve to expreſs our Good- 
will toMankind. And as, through the Artifices of 

ſome, taking advantage of the Ignorance of others, 
the Spirit of Religion is almoſt loſt in Superſtition 
and Ceremonies ; ſo through the Pride of Supe- 
riours and the Servility of Inferiours, the primitive 
Inftitution of Good Manners is refined into Flat- 


tery, a fantaſtical Behaviour, and impertinent For- 


malities, I have in a former * Paper recommended 
to the Men of Quality and Faſhion the Revival of 


ſuade 
Ne 19. 


| the other reciprocally, 


therefore exhort my Diſciples, 


perſuade neceſſary ification for the 
other) 4 JA wid rower Breeding of 


their Fore-fathers, and to value the manly Franknefs 


of a true Briton, before the flaviſh Politeneſs of a 

Our Good-Breeding, of late Years, is become 
a kind of I from Man to Man; and is uni- 
verſally underſtood, by our fine Gentlemen, to car- 
ry nothing of Benev in it. Common Civi- 
lities, that is, all the outward Marks of Eſteem and 
Affection, are paid from one end of the Year to 
by inveterate Enemies ; by 
the Man of a fair Character to the moſt igate 
Wretch, and by the greateſt Villain to the moſt 
virtuous Perſon. Whereas in Juftice, Civilities 
ought not to be thus common ; except we mean to 
confound Virtue and Vice, and treat them as things 
indifferent, or equally commendable. There was 


a time, when our Engliþ Spirits were leſs ſupple - 


and more friendly ; when the Cap, and the Bow, 
and the Viſit, was always beſtowed with Diſtinction, 
and accompanied with a kind Intention. Let me 
to endeavour to re- 
trieve this Chaſtity of Behaviour; ſince it is the 
ſureſt Mark of a Gallant Soul: And the leſs it is in 
faſhion, the more Bravery does it require to put it 


in 


T is by no means my Deſign to encourage a ſur- 


back my Country-men to the Home- ſpun Good 
Breeding of their Anceſtours; and to baniſh the 


pernicious Refinements, which have been imported | 


from thoſe foreign Countries, where Tyranny and 


abſolute Government prevail. Thoſe, who diſdain 


to fawn, will never inſult : and the Civilities proper 
for a free People, are ſuch as teach them to be nei- 
ther arrogant, nor abject ; ſuch as an honeſt Man 
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ly and brutal intercourſe of Life; but to bring 
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may pay with Honour, and a Man of Senſe may 
receive without a Bluſh. Therefore when the Cour- 
tier happens to invite a Farmer to his Table, and 
gives his Service to him in a Bumper, I am pleaſed 
to hear the clegant Plowman reprimand him by fay- 
ing, His Love is ſufficient. 

Tre greateſt Part of our modern Good Breed- 
ing is either a gloſſy Servility, or a folemn Impoſ- 
ture, Our very High-way-men have learnt to rob in 
ſuch Court-like Phraſes, and with fo good a Grace, 
that a tender-hearted Lady thinks it a pity to proſe- 
cute ſuch accomplithed Gentlemen. In the mean 
time, in proportion as we improve in theſe exotick 
Refinements, our Virtue, our Power, and our Li- 
berties moulder away inſenſibly. Unmanly Polite- 
neſſes are the Growth of the Courts of Arbitrary 
Princes, and ſhould be rejected by Free States with 
as much [ndignation, as the very Laws of Tyranny ; 
fince the one are in effect the Fore-runners of the 
other. This will appear moreevidently, by taking 

a general View of the Hiſtory of this boaſted Po- 
litenefs, which I ſhall contract into as narrow a 
Compaſs as I can. 

Tas baſe ſervile Politene then, with all its 
glittering Train of Flatteries and Compliments, firſt 
flouriſhed in the Oriental Nations, where even to 
this day it is in the greateſt requeſt. The Chak 
deans, the Medes, and the Perfians, carried their 
Civilities to the Exceſs of Adoration. The People 
of Europe were of a more Maſculine Spirit; natu- 


rally averſe to deſpotick Rule; and expreſſed their 


Sentiments of Love, and Eſteem, and ReſpeR, af- 
ter a more ſimple and lefs ſubmiſſive Manner. 
Thus the ancient Greets, who had been accuſtomed 
to that Equality by which popular States ſubſiſt, 
with Scorn the mean Submiſſions, which 


oben ado. 


C n. 'Ne WS nan Ne | 
| to ſerve in their Wars. hehe te ; 
A their Manners had been very mcd 


came 

Nah, though 
a Mixture of divers Greet C 
yet it appears that their Commerce with each 


was maintained more by Simplicity and Probity 


| apply themſelves a little to 
the Arts of Peace, and to multiply ; Neceſſity 
brought the inferiour People to be humble and re- 
dect; and Ambition made the great Men affable. 
At laſt, Plenty and Luxury, and the Study of Arts 
and Den to their Intercourſe with the 
Greeks (whoſe ancient Virtue was degenerated into 
Politenefs) carried Urbanity to its Perfection, to- 
wards the End of the Common-wealth. After. 
which, it languiſhed by degrees; and in the De- 

ns of the Empire ſunk into an inſipid, effeminate 
' Way of Behaviour. From 

—4 the fordid Politeneſſes ſpread themſclves firſt 
into the Southern Parts of Europe, and in the 


end corrupted even the ſtout hardy Tempers of 


the North; and have at laſt unmanned them fo far, 


as to make them ſubmit to be treated like Eaffern 
Slaves 


Fxom this ſhort Sketch my Readers will fee, 
that there is a Medium to be kept in what is called 
Good Breeding, if we would preſerve our Virtue, 


and our Conſtitution ; and that the Rules of Civi- 


lity ought to be very different in England, from 
thoſe practiſed in France or Spain. Let us be cate 


—— we innovate too much in Genteelneſſes. 


particular, J hope we ſhall never ſee the meaneſt 
Freeholder condeſcend ta Scrape, inſtead of. Knock- 
ing, — Tons and | cane; HOO 
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Tu Man who purpoſed to make his Court 
effeQually, was obliged to go every Morning to 
the Levecs of thoſe Perſons of Diſtinction, whom 


he pitched upon for his Patrons. The Citizen, 
and often the M:giſt:ate himſelf, went about from 


Door to Door to pay his Morning Compliments to | 


a great Man; who in his Turn went out to tender 
the fam: Homage to another, greater than himſelf. 
In bidd ng Good-morrow, the uſual Geſture was 
to lay the Hand upon the Mouth, in advancing to- 
wards the Perſon they ſaluted; in which manner 
too they paid their Adoration to the Gods ; but 
with this Difference, that it was not neceſſary to 
be uncovered to the Deities, whereas the Grandees 

you ſhould ſtand always bare-head before 
them. It was likewiſe a Mark of Reſpect to kiſs 
the Hand of him you waited on. The Military 
Men performed their Salute by Bowing their Wea- 
pons, when they were armed. But it does not 
appear that the uſual. Salutation was accompanied 
with any Inclination of the Body, or bending of 


the —4 Tbheſe kinds of Submifiion were not in- 
troduced, till long after the Over throw of the 


Commonwealth. 

THosz who were Levee-hunters, went always 
dreſſed out in their Habit of Ceremony; which 
was a White Garment, The Porch (which an- 
ſwers to our Hall) was the Place, where the Clients 
interchanged Civilities one with another, till the 
Patron was in the Humour to be ſeen; or till they 
received Notice, that his Honour had made his 
Eſcape from their Compliments, at a Back-door. 
But if this Man of Importance thought it proper to 
give them fair Play, and 20 out at his Porch in 2 
publick manner, his Court of Clients preſſed about 
his Chair. Some fignalized their Zeal in keeping 
* the d others diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 

endeavouring 
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chanced to meet him in the Street. 


— 


———— - — 


— 


— 


to get as near as poſſible to his 


; 2s well to fee him, as to be ſeen by him. Gene- 


ing, an Inferiour failed not to ſtand u 
es Man came into the Places of publick 


Afﬀembly ; to remain uncovered in his P 

and to him in the middle; to give him the 
Right-Hand in walking with him ; to ſtop ſhort, 
if ke happened to paſs by w here him 8 fie PF 
fage, and the riſing Part of the Pavement, if he 


In paving a Viſit, the Viſiter was to 
notify himſelf by a ſet Form; r he was 
admitted into the Apartment, by an Officer, in 


the Nature of an Introductour. Neither was any 
one 


from this Formality, 

dom of a great Familiarity, or by the Privilege of 
certain publick Days, ſuch as the Firſt of Fanuary, 
or the Birth- Day of the Patron; for then, he gave 
himſelf up to receive the Compliments of all, ne 


| came. That Fouls and Entertainments had like- 
+ fufficiently known, and would be too tedious to 


enumerate. When any one had the Honour of 


. Sound of Inftrements 


Turk was no coming 


a 82832 kiffing : And generally meant as little, 
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ern 


as we do, by thoſe Cordialities. This Method of 


lutation, grew to be ſuch a Nuikace, through the 
Number of unſavoury hearty Fellows, who diſguſted 
the fine Gentlemen with a cloſe Hug, that Tiberius 
e, lee 


—— what has been ſaid, I 
muſt obſerve, to the Honour of the Romans, that 
they gave the ſame Reſpect to Age as they paid to 
Quality, and never refuſed a due Reverence to 
grey Hairs. Their Modeſty likewiſe with regard 


Father, or Father-in- Law, was never ſeen to bathe 
with a Son, « a fon-in-Low. | 

From this general View of the Civilities and 
Ceremonies practiſed in a very populous City, near 
two thouſand Years ago, my Readers will ſee, that 
if a degenerate polite Roman were to rife and appear 
in Landon, his Behaviour would not feem aukward 


to us; and that he might, withayt enquiring into 
| our 


a umn. EzvxXvcu aca ..T.XcT «KC = : 


which was the ordinaay Manner of Sa- 


to their neareit Chan was ſo great, that a 
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- our Cuſtoms, either get a 


Viewe, nor their Liberties, after they became fs 


Fara? GRRATEAOSST Wl 


the Welfare of Society : In the Fourteenth, this 


particularly 
| explained: And in the Sixteenth, I have ſubjoined 
g fome Nefſections to incite the Men of Scholarſhip 


E 
id is 
e to 
egard | 
at 2 
bathe 
s and 
„ near 
, that 
kward 
g into 
Our 


a Place at Court, or make 
an Intereſt to ſerve in Parliament for Lan- 


25 good 


r as any of the preſent Repreſen- 


tatives. 


I have to obſerve farther to 132 
worthy Country men (as a Moral to the W 

That this brave People, who, AD ES 
their Home-bred Simplicity, gave Laws to Man- 
kind, did not long maintain their Greatneſs, their 


Ne 26. Friday, June 20. 1718. 
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Difſntientium in inter 4 e non ſunt vitu- 
perandæ: Maledicta, contumelie, tum iracundiæ 
contentiones, concertationeſque in diſputands per- 


' tmaces, indignæ pbilaſophia mibi videri ſalent. 


nnen 


I Diſcourſe, the Love of Truth in 
— — is recommended, as highly becoming 
the Dignity of Man, and as abſolutely neceſſary to 


is again inculcated, and more 


and Capacity to traffick altogether in Truths; and 


ver to vend Falſhoods of any kind to the Vulgar. 


I proceed farther in this diſtinQ Ser of Lec- 
tures, 
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tures, it will be very we t 
(whether Writers or Readers) ſome Advice with 
| reference to controverſial Books and Pamphlets ; 
ſince they.alone have contributed more to obſtruct 
the. Progreſs of Truth, than all the other Volumes, 


- which the Labour of the Preſs has brought into the | 


World. 
Wurd a Perſon of an uncommon Freedoas of 


Thought has, in the Integrity of his Heart, taken 


rener or 
a true one to light, Numbers of a ſelf· inte- 
— e 

ungenerous to rate 1 
vours, and to juſtify Falſhoods. Therefore, that 
ee 
grace upon Learning) ma re meet with 
ſome = ta is a Pans 
tion, I ſhall throw together a few plain Obſervations 
to enable every candid Reader to judge, whether a 
Controverſialiſt gives fair play to Truth; and whe- 
ther he behaves himſelf in the Lifts of Reaſon as a 
Free-Thinker, or as a Libertine. This may proba- 
bly put our Skirmiſhers, who have any Senſe of Mo- 
| „ more upon their and make them more 
frugal of their Reputation; ſince the Conſiderations 


Reſult of common Senſe, in order to preſerve com- 
mon Decency ; and may therefore be received as 


ths ns Robe —— never to be dil | 


penſed with upon any Pretence v hatſoever. 

I Musr premiſe, that the 
Remarks is not to teach the Art of Reaſoning ; no 
more than the ſettled Laws of Combat teach the 
Skill of Duelling. The Man, who ſhall engage 


another with his Pen or his Sword, is preſuppoſed, 
in one Caſe to be a ſound and in the other 


an expert Fencer: „ 


I have to offer upon this Occaſion, ſhall be only the 


Deſign of the following | 
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n 
2 , to which his 


a 
the Deciſion admits of no Delay: The other can- 
not be executed to any Rm but with Leiſure, 
and t, and much Recollection. The Con- 
troverſialiſt, who lets a Succeſſion of Suns go down 
— 17 and ſuffers his Paſſion to over - rule 
his Reaſon for Days, Weeks, and perhaps Months, 
on nn r together, is as unfit a Member 

of Society, as if he were in a State of habitual 
Madneſs; or in a worſe Temper of Mind; which, 


inſtead of Compaſſion, merits the Deteſtation of all 


Good Men. 

3- Wnozver undertakes to write againſt an- 
other, ought to be very cautious how he diſcovers 
any Malice, or other Prepoſſeſfon, towards his Op- 

3 fince his Arguments, after fuch a Diſ- 

For. 4 G covery, 


coviey, — ſuſpeRed to an. equitable 
Reader, rr 
would be, in a Court of Juſtice, 


with anenvenom'd W 


hes 8 eapon againſt 


an Enemy, who ſcorns fo baſe an Ad 

Perſonal Repronches (eſpecially if unprovoked) be 
never ſo true, they are inconſiſtent, in fair Reaſon- 
ing, with the Laws of Honour; and if falſe, 
by too black a Name. 


ting IA > Srila ve fy dane; 
Sentence; . 
Pen, Pen, ee ike the Conveyance of «Jug, a Scho- 
8 
222 ſor a common Cheat. 

6. To charge a Writer with odious 
and prejudicial which are not neceſſs- 
rily deducible from his is a Crime of 
— 

ines. 


"0 

„ &c. without — 
fair. Proofs, muſt be looked upon as the Billi 
of Chntrouarſy, made uſe of to run down 
cence and Truth. 


by drawing off the Reader's Attention to Foreign 


4. Tus working up of perſonal Reflections with | 
the Matter in debate is as unfair a Stratagem, as it 


Let „ 


Therefore the Nick-Names of Athei 2 


8. AnTFULLY to clude the Queſtion in diſpute, 


1 by perplexing the Argument with fri- 
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the Quirks and Intricacies of Li 
to defeat a juſt Title. It is a mean 


him in 


yexing an honeſt Man 
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il to carry it on with great 


— — Neither is Truth i 
dy ſophiſtical Arguments with better Succeſs, than 


Nor 


Foundation. 
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a ſolid Structure is raiſed upon a ſand 
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d according to the decent Reftriftions con- 


ſoning, has in a late De armed, 
are but Men; I A.S. will not fail to re- 


in Print, with all convenient ſpeed, to this bold 
ſerter ; deſiring from the candid Readers only a 


e with Hic Attention, and * bim 


in. theſe general Obſervations: For which 
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$i te laus allicere ad refte faciendum non yoteſt, ne 
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deſerred. Nevertheleſs, with a little Attention, they 


Dec RUE HT RW 


a Bee does through a Field 


metas quidem & feedifſmis fadtis pateſt avecore. 


” Ai 


HOEVER undertakes to Think Freely, 
muſt Think Slowly; or be will often male 
more Hoſte than Good Speed. Precipitation is com- 
mendable only in a Courier, or a Running Foot- 
man; who are required no more to embarraſs them- 
ſelves with Thought, than a Rein- Deer. The true 
Philoſpher muſt always proceed with a fober Pace ; 
well knowing the Paths he treads are full of Errours ; 


2 great many of which lie ſo deeply concealed, that 


he cannot take one Step forward ſecurely, without 
the utmoſt Caution and Diffidence. This is the 
Reaſon, why this Paper appears but twice in the 


Week; and is a juſt Excuſe to my friendly and inge- 


nious Correſpondents, v ho, upon this Conſideration, 
will not think themſelves neglected, becauſe 


of their Letters do not come under the Prefs, and 


becauſe the few, which are printed, are often ſo long 


will have the Satisfaction, from time to time, to dit- 
cern, that I frequently weave their Hints and No- 
tions into my Eſſays, as they fall in with my __ 
and that 1 forward the Work of Free- 
Thinking. I range through their Performances, as 
of Flowers: I extract the 
G3 Sweets, 
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me too laviſh. The Free-Thinker receives a great 


delicate a Point, he is of opinion, | 
to the Cauſe of Truth and Vertue, if 
ſcruple ſometimes to publiſh Epiſtles of 
e, and wholly ſtiſle the generous Com- 
ions, which are addreſſed to him, not for his 
own fake (he knows very well) but out of a Zeal 
for the unprejudiced Principles of Thought and Ac- 
tion, he endeavours to implant in the Hearts of his 
Fellow- Subjects. It is fit Mankind ſhould be ap- 
priſed, that the Age we live in is not wholly deſti. 
tute of manly refined Spirits, and that Reaſon is ſtill 
countenanced by ſome. The Knowledge of this, 
will be apt to raiſe up more Friends to Truth, and 
multiply their Numbers in time, ſo as to make 
Wiſdom faſhionable. As for the Free-Thinker him- 
elf; he is not to be thought of: He is a Fairy-Phi- 
_  dafepher, as has been hinted already; he is no body; 
he is every body, who in any wiſe promotes, or 
even approves the Undertaking in hand. It is not 
aà Labour to be vain of; nor a Project, if | 
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© you are well fortify'd with Phi 
the Attacks of thoſe, who would enflave their 
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Not that an honeſt Man ſhould be inſenſible to Praiſe 
arifing from virtuous Actions; though he is to diſ- 
regard Cenſure upon that ſcore. This plain artleſs 


Sen t revive by the Men of Candour 


and Ingenuity ; and Time may convince Perſons 


"of 2 contrary Temper of the Impartiality of the 
* 


Mr. FREE-THINKER, I 22, 718. 


IN CE you have gloriouſiy eſpouſed the Cauſe 
of Free-Thinking, it is but juſt, you Gould 


* 


have the Praiſe, which is due to your 


« and Boldneſs, in openly appearing the Friend 
of Mankind; for ſuch muſt every Writer be, 


9 who contends for an honeſt Freedom of Thought. 2 
_ © You muſt expect 


« ments in this U 


< Fellow-Creatures in the moſt cruel Manner, by 
* fettering their Reaſon. You may depend upon 
the Afliſtance of all generous Minds, who will 
naturally be fired with a Deſire of 
* ſuch an Enterprize. Take Courage — 
45 in ſo noble a Deſign, which is 
. fo pregnant in Matter, and fo produAtive of true 
"——_ 

HAVE ſeveral times purpoſed to begin a 
. eſpondence with you, and have as oſten de- 
* liſted, afraid of a Repulſe. Having at laſt, from 


- © the Candour, which ſhines through your Philo- 


„ fophy, overcome my Fears, I ſend you a Moras 

g Reflection; and if any thing in it can fur- 

out a Hint, worthy your Conſideration, it 

© e 

* In my Compaſs of Obſervation, nothing has 

n manly Freedom of 
G 4 Thought, 


y to bear 
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— han 5 avis Compliance with the 
Opinions of Men, who are richer, or greater 
= impor S 

improves Inderſtanding; generall 

46 ſpeaking, finks in —— 
+ portion 2s Wealth and Dignity riſes. The Pom- 
, pouſneſs of the Courtier's Title, and the Heavi- 
e 
of and Judgment. 
| «+ FF the Exprefion may be allowed, I think nothing 
ds more abſurd, than the 
Dit were by the Acre, and weighing them by the 
Pound; or of a Perſon of (QQuality's Parts 

« by the Brightneſs of his Star. | 
Tus far greater Part of the polite World is 
V of Patrons and Clients And till the 
<< Jatter can be perſuaded to think for themſelves, 
<< i their State of , we ſhall have too 
« much reaſon to lament the Scarcity of Free- 
Thi This Evil falls properly 
under your Notice; and the Redreß of tha 
«© Grievance would very much tend to the Succeſs 
r 


Jam, SIR, 
325. 


Pailzizurnzzus Hen TFORDIENSIS. 


Br this little Sample of Thought, one may ſee, 
this Hertfordſhire Gentleman has an elegant, free 
Niſpoſition of Mind ; and can employ his Leiſure in 


the Country to very good purpoſe. He has in few 
Words ſet a prevailing Ablurdity in a clear Light. 


rn I ſhall ſend 


him (in Return) the R which occur to 
me in „ * my Readers * 


meaſuring of Men, as 
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judice he out. = 
k Tis Perſons, who fallinto this Errour of giving 
up their Judgment to ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed by 
the Acquiſitions, or the Inheritance, of Titles and 
Riches, be ſeparated into two Claſſes. The 
Firſt conſiſt of Sycophants; Men, who have a 
Hawk's Eye at a Coxcomb, and prey upon his Stu- 

pidity, by a ſeemingly entire Reſignation of their 


| Underfſtandings to his Ignorance. There is little 


or no Hope of reclaiming theſe Proſtitutes, who 
have a Senſe of every Thing, but Shame. The 
ſecond Claſs, not ſo numerous as the former. is 
made up of Simpletons; Men, who are afraid to 
reaſon without . and to aſſert the Privi- 


leges of a liberal Education. Theſe are Perſons not 


of corrupt Hearts, but daſtardly Spirits; and may 
recover a Firmneſs of Mind by the Cordials fcatter- 
ed through theſe Papers. Let them accuſtom them- 
ſelves, in the mean time, when they hear a Great 


Man talk, or fee him act, to reflect with themſelves, 


how they ſhould approve of the ſame Speech or 


' Proceeding in an Equal, or an Inferiour ; and by 


degrees they will begin to think themſelves not ſuch - 


con:emptible Creatures in narrow Circumſtances ; 
and ſeveral Grandees, no Prodigies in the Afflu- 
ence of Fortune. To chear up theſe Men of vi- 
cious Humility, a little, for the preſent; I ſhall 
conclude with an elaborate ſhort Piece of 8 
which was addreſſed by a dry Joker to a very rich 
Alderman, whoſe extraordinary Talents lay all in 
his. Coffers: When 1 contemplate your Wialth, Sir 
William, me 8 I admire your Under- 
 Fanding; and w con your Undex/tanding, 
, | 
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MONDAY laſt concluded my firſt Quarter's 


endeavoured to reaſon freely without Li 
and boldly without Arrogance.” But I have fallen 
into ſuch a Run of ſerious Thinking of late, that I 
begin to be apprehenſive of loſing that Freedom 
of Temper, which diſtinguiſhes a fociable Philo- 
fopher from a Cynick. This put me upon caſting 


this Town is ſeldom deſtitute) to ſoften the 


of my Studies, as well as to relax the Attention of 


my Diſciples, with a little inoffenſive Levity. At 
hk 1 my felf of making a Viſit to Den 
Sanchio Fernands, the Bold Grimace Syaniard. | 
gave Half a Crown to his Maſter of the Ceremonies; 
and, when I was feated, the Don treated me with 
as many exquiſite Faces, as would have coſt me 
wur times the Money at a Print-Shop: To theſe 
he threw me in three Songs, accompanied with 
his Guirtar, and ſuch Convulſions of the Mouth 


and Writhings of the Neck, as far exceeded any of | 


thoſe, which the late Seignor Valentini undertook to 
Exhibit, at an exorbitant Price, in the Hay-Market. 
] requelted 


Hos. 


R in which I have 


about for ſome uncommon Amuſement (of whick 
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ely told me ; 
and that 
ner in the 
Though I 
of his 
Dir had Kill 
_ Faces; and 
x. | was not 
r's f nance, when he gives | 
mm ſuch a ſurprizing Command of his Features, upon 
„ | Occaſion, that his Grimaces are all of a moſt en- 
en gaging Deformity. 
"3 Tux has indeed been publick 
ment given, within a few Years, to improve the #7 


of Grmning, in Great-Britain: But, Experience has 
convinced the Patrons of this Refinement, that 
there is ſo much of the Northern Stiffneſs and In- 
flexibility in the Muſcles of a True Briton's Face, 
| that he will never be able to arrive at any Excel- 
lency, beyond the Broad Grin. Let the Judges, 
who have decided Prizes in the Crountry, but im- 
partially compare the Attempts, they have ſeen, 
with the Performances of the Bold Spaniard ; and, 
i not blinded by a national Prejudice to Strangers, 
they muſt at once deſpair of ever ſeeing their 
- | Countrymen rival the peculiar Genius of this Fo- 
weigner; or, ſo much as faintly imitate the ſublime 
1 Horrours of his Countenance. The Motions of all 
. his Features are fo excentrick, and the Shifrings of 
- his Face are performed with fark Lal and VERS, 


— 
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that be might paſs, upon the Credulous, for a Phan- 
tome or Goblin. In a word, the Vatiations of his 


Countenance are ſo new, and fo extravagant at the 
fame time, that he would excite Laughter in the 
moſt ſplenetick Man, and extort a Shriek from the 


boldeſt Female, at Transformation. For 
> tags heh none of the timid Sex, 
that are my Diſciples, in the Liberty of going to 


the ſuperannuated Virgins, 
this Firtzoſo flouriſhed in the Days of Ovid, 
fallen "under the Obſervation of a Poet fo full 


The Natives of Spain are trained up from their In- 
fancy to talk (as it were) with their Features: They 
begin to cut Faces in their Nurſes Laps; and as they 
up, their Ideas flaſh in their Looks, before they 
break out into Words: fo that with them a Wink, 
a Grimace, or a Shrug, te the Wiſe, is fufficient; 


and their Laconicl Speech is made eloquent by Signs 


and Tokens. I remember to have obſerved once, 
on board an Egli Packet- Boat, a filent ſcolding 
Match between two Spaniſpd Women; in which all 
the angry, , and bitter Indications of the 
Soul were expreſſed in fo emphatical a manner, that 
my Eyes were as much offended with their ſcurri- 
lous Looks, as my Ears were ever wounded with 
the clamorous Outrages of Billingsggate. This made 
me with, ſome ſober Spaniard would publiſh a ſmall 
Treatiſe, for the uſe of his C -women, under 
the Title of The Government of the Face. n 

To return to Sanchio Fernando, whoſe Excel- 
leney conſiſts in a compleat Abuſe of * 
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| Countries, and had an 
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and obſerved, that he had a « 


| dice, as well as an unftable Countenance, and 


that he could imitate uncouth Sounds ; I told him, 
he would make an admirable Demoniact ; and that, 


Opportunity of ſeeing the 
the Church of Rome. * g 
In the mean time, Sanchio finds good Encou- 


nagement in this City; and hopes to make his For- 


tune 
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dim, he enjoined me (with his Blefling) to ſtudy 


dit to my Name, and keep up the Reputation of 
S Worth and Integrity, which our Family has been | 
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«* fo to accompliſh my ſelf, that I might bea Cre- | 
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* He, on the other hand, is þ * 
e, whoſe Virtue and Willow rew- ö 
— . An icuous; who is in every reſpect equal 
to lis Rank, and'fills the Poſt allotted to m wich 
— uch Abilities, as make his Life a 
Blefing, and his Death a Misfortune to his Coun- 
—— is a Perſon of Con whoſe 
ace can be ſupplied as well by the firſt Man, that 
comes to hand: Thus, if Trinobantus were to be re- 
2 the Intereits of Religion would not ſuſſer any 
more, than the State is prejudiced by the diſpheing 
of Count Clinguant. Theſe are Men of nv Energy; 
and may be compared to ſynonymous Words, in 
which there is no Choice, as when one is not pre- 
| ferable to another in filling up the Period. 
A compleat Lift of the Men of Con 
inhabiting this Iſland, would make but a very ſcanty 
| Muſter-Roll; notwithſtanding the Number of high 
| Stations and 1 Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, 
is fo ample: So that, if the young Men do not 
= y themic]ves apace, the Þn/ignificants will, in a 
Years more, . conſiderable to over- 
| throw, not only the ſmall Remnant of wiſe Men, 
1 buteven themſc}ves. The Weekly-Bills furniſh our 
their uſual Quota of Mortality and yet the Name 
of a Man of is hardly to be found in 
them, in the ſpace of five Years. The Race of 
be Giants in U and Virtue is almoſt ex- 
tinct; and the Dwarfs in Knowledge multiply: the 
| Growth of theſe Pigmy- Wits a mongſt the Learned | 
25 „may be attributed chiefly to the great 
Neglect of folid, laborious Studies; while they feed 
| upon the Muſhroom Diet of Pamphlets. 
| ABouT three Years ago the Nation ſuffered a 
heavy Loſs in the Death of ſome Perſons of more 
| than ordinary Conſequence ; which has very much 
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| lowing Verſes were the ſudden Overflowings of | 
— Bk 's Heart, who was no Stranger Wn ihe || | 
ſhining Virtues of one of thoſe Worthies, whoſe 


mable Value of a Free Government. 
10 the Memory of the Right Honourable | 
the late Earl of Hatirax. E 
_ 72 PING ver thy Sacred Urn, 
FF FEver ſhall the Muſes mourn: 
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ſtinctions. Err 
2 particular Care, never to 
in the wrong Claſs ; 1 20 


to their Merits, and the Deciſion of C. | 
22 


ids Preface upon the Books of the him 


de apt to calumniate him for a Pariy-Mriter, 
de contends only for Truth and found Senſe in To- 
picks of Religion and Government. And I have 


fend a great Number of the Unreaſonable ; whoſe 
Zeal (like a glowing Plate of Iron thrown into Wa- 
ter} is never more than when any one 
to it with the Sobriety of Reaſon, 
Anode the notorious Abuſes of Reaſon, and 


rength, 
ing its Contagion throug h a Multitude, it makes 
Miberk is © Nation, the = Fire, &ove by the 
om a rieh Harveſt of Corn, It over- 
| * and Goverment, all Virtue and 


= mach gee Fry 
rits exert, — 
and Manhood ts Giles of cite d 
facred to the ſober Part of Mankind. 


Ages, give ſome remarkable In- 
To go no farther 


to The Frer-Tainkex NC, | 
one or the other of theſe two comprehenſive Di- 


Thinker, as his Proteflation againſt all ſuch as =y 


done it more particularly upon this Day, becauſe the 
Subject, I am going upon, will undoubtedly of- . 


4 back than the Times of the Nomen Common-weakth; 


FanaT1c15M is an Evil of as early-a Dates | 
any other Miſchief of a publick Concern; and the | 
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ty of his Zeal to break through all Regards of the 
Aravagant Schemes; never conſidering the Law- 
wines, the Expediency, nor the Wiſdom, of the 
| Means be uſes ; nor attending to the Miſchief or 
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and inoffenfive ſoever the 
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the Multitude, and boy <p flock 


val among 


2 accord- 
I to their own wild Fancies; the firſt Step to win 
is by teaching them to queſtion Authority 0 
the civil Magiſtrate. So that, notwithſtanding their 
outward Pretenſions to Grace, their concealed In- 
tention is Dominion, in the End. 


Faon 


FFF ĩꝑöl 


= 


with an extravagance, which in Juſtice is applies 
ug by ow * op" And of this I hope to con- 
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Ne g1; Aden, July 7. 1718. 
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I SEE 


voured to make 


ne 
may perhaps diſcover ſome little 


if 
== 


which 


may be eaſily worn out by the gentle Applica 
tion of a wo ms 


But the Perſons I 


: are 2 conſiderable number 45 
8 who have ſet themſelves up againlt 
the DOI oh 


of the Nation. And, notwithſtanding we know them 


+ + ; 


vince my Readers of 9 #90 


Fanaticiſm in the Complexion of their Religion; 


Church, and the legal Conſtitution 
eo be ſurrounded by 3 thick Miſt of Prejudice et 
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Tie Koper the Afrrour will N 
are; in 
a quite different Shape and Figure to what they ima- 


them, that they will ſee themſelves, as 


Il be apt from hence, at firſt, to take 
1 — it only 


the 


Truth of things, to the Aﬀoniſhment of ſuch as are 


not accuſtomed to Truth. Nevertheleſs, leſt they 


ſhould wilfully ſhut their Eyes, and unanimouſly re- 
folve not to know — 2 I ſhall paint them out 
to others for compleat Fanaticts; in which Light 


though it be their proper Repreſentation) they 


yet been ſhewn. 
1 Avi Ia 


pply what has been laid down in Frr- 
aper to this Sect of Viſionaries, I beg leave 
. That Fanaticks of moſt kinds have uſually 


taken the Advan 


tage of ſome great Convulſion or 


Diviſion in the State to broach their Ext 
well knowing, that while the Minds of the 


ies; 


— they will the more readily embrace any 
inions ; and that the Civil Magiſtrate is in 
uch uncture diverted, by more weighty Confide- 

Irregularitics, The 
Ililkam, (from 


+ rations, from attending to their 
Revolution therefore, under King 
which Time we,date the firſt Folly of theſe 


was very favoura 


en) 


eto their Deſigns; and they ac- 
, 88 found their account in it. This premiſed, 

I proceed to make my 1 in order ta 
911 — 


which, I ſhall be 
pal Marks and Tokens of Fanaticiſm. 
Ihave faid, Fanaticiſm i 


mplies an uncommon Pretence 


. Religion and Sanctity, and ſometimes I 


aſpiration 


» together with an evident Mixture of 4 


adnefs 


atuatian, accompanied far the moſt part with a 

Reflleſne {s and Turbulency of Spirit, which is inconſi- 

e with the Peace of el, and am ſettled Form 
Government 


Tux 
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Church tell us loudly 


Hil 255 Ty 


of God's 


The 


i Choſen People; 


alone are his 
Chriſti J 


They alone? are the True 


241 
The 


ee 


udgments : 


J 


and 


| Supreme Bring; They al 


nal 


* 
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after Month, for ſo long 


- ceffion of falſe Hopes: And yet, they have never had : 


the Wit fo much as once to 
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jeſs for embroiling their Native Country in a Gil | 


0 grams ook at rt oo 
ways moſt earneſt ble Superflition, 
which is not only no Part of found Religion, but even 
deftruttive of it: He contends with Vehemence far 
| notorioufly abſurd ; and cannot live in any 
degree of Charity with ſuch as differ from him. 


Do not the Doctors of theſe deluded People teach 


dious in Particulars) even the U of Prayers for the | 


Dead? And all theſe manifeſt Superſtitions are (to 
the deſtruction of found Religion) palmed upon 
Diſciples for the more refined Doctrines of the 


Scheme of Church-Authority, to not only 
—— the Subverſion, of the Civil 
Power? As likewiſe, when they make the Salva- 
tion of Mankind, as well as their whole Title to 
Chriftianity, depend upon ſuch a Succeſſion of 
l and if they had a skil- . 
ful Church-Herald able to make out the Sacerdotal 
Pedigree, we ſhould again be at a loſs to know, 
whemer it was the Terk of incer Chance, or the 
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aul un- church all of us, who are not of their 
Friends, when they happen to boggle at any of 


conſiſtent with Perſpicuity : yet I find, I ſhall be 


, 
— * 


Tenipers. Nay, ſo exceedingly void of Chriſtian = 
Charity are. their Champion-DoQors, that they not 


Communion ; but refuſe Quarter even to their old 


their Extravagancies. My Reader may fee Inſtances - 
of this, in the Collectian of Dr. Hickes's Papers, 
with no kind T reatment. | 

I have handled this Subject und 
General Heads, and with as much Conciſeneſs as is 


obliged to run it out into another Paper, to com- 
pleat the Obſervations, I at firſt to make 
upon theſe Fanaticks : For which reaſon I require 
the Patience of my Readers till next Friday. 
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fulneſs, the Expediency, nor the Wiſdom, 
ſequences, that manifeftly threaten either himfe 
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Noehong is Build, aud all Things to Deſtroy. 


= this day, to purſue the Imputation, 


charged 
upon many of oy bm dr, 9nd through th 
remaining principal Tokens of Fanaticiſm. 


Reader is, therefore, defired to — nt 
upon which I argue, by 


have cloſed the 
ſaying ; That the Fanatic s Religious Syſtem is che- 
guer d wah Contradiftions : He is hurried on by the 
L 
the maſt ſacred Importance, that ſeem to thwart his 
ant s ; never ing the Law- 
of the Means 
he uſes ; nor attending to the Miſchiefs or fatal Con- 


elf, or 
4 even whale States or Be. 
Is it not a Contradiction to Common Senſe, to 


„re 


Daypen' s Abfal. and Achit. 


of his Zeal to break through all Regards of 


1 
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nſiderate; and that they would not ſeru- 
any rate, to remove every ery Obſtacle to their 

ighteous Purpoſes. What has been faid (in 
Monday's Paper) of their Madneſs and Turbulency, 


will in a great meaſure juſtify this Imputation. 


a 

Sooner than quit their mad Project, they will ay 
aſide all Regard to the Laws of their 
and to every 


dably not give the leaſt Check to their Fanatical 

find a 9 
to exert it, in its full V. I might here expa- 
upon the wild and black I ign of their Martyr 
ard, whoſe Guilt may ju ay ty 
on the Sect; ſince none of their Prieſts, 
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52 — Tuners. — 
Txvs have I run through all the Particulars, that 


enter more or leſs into the Compoſition of True Fa- 


xatici/m, according to the proper Acceptation of the 
Term i» all Ages, and in every 


reaſonable Men. And I queſtion not, but every im- 
partial Reader will be convinced, from what has been 
faid, that the Members of this diſaffected Commu- 
nion {whom I ſhould be 

Senfes) are downright Fanaticis, in the full Import 
- of the Word. 1 muſt add; that I could have been 
much more ample, h not more clear, in my 


Proofs : And, if any one ſhould ſuſpect my charging $1 


them with Opinions and Tenets, not belonging to 
them, I mutt refer him for his Satisfaction to the 
Writings of Leſſey, Hickes, Howe!, and others. I 


muſt likewife declare, that I publiſh theſe three 1. 


Diſcourſes with all the Candour of a Free-Thinker, 


whoſe Heart is bent upon Truth, more ef 
in Matters immediately relating to the Welfare of 
SOC1 


The therefore, who are in the Depths of 
this unparallelled Fanaticiſm (confidered in all its 
Circumſtances) will very much wrong me, if they 
imagine, I have any other Intention in this Labour, 
but to reclaim them to Reaſon, and to fortify others 
againſt the Contagion of their catching Phrenay. 
At the ſame time; I hope, I need not admonith 
my Diſciples, whoſe Intereft, and Vertue, and 
Good Senſe, ſecure them from falling into the Ex- 


travagancies of theſe deluded People, to make 


proper uſe of theſe Arguments (without Paſſion) for 
the Service of their Country. 
I cannot quit this Subject, before I make two Ob- 


ſervations more (grounded ftill on the firſt Di | 


courſe) with reference to theſe Fanaticks, Aw 
| femple and inoffenſive ſoeuer the Intentions of the 
— Founders of their Sect may have been, in the be- 


ginning; 


* 


to reſtore to their 


» and the Proſperity of the Britiſß Nation. | 
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niſh 
and 


ner 
, . elytes | 
ed in daily to them; ; ad ambitions Men hove 


cunning a 
mixed in their Aſſemblies, and led the poor [qnorants, 
* l the Laws and 


by degrees, into Projetts for modelling 
— according to their own wild Fancies - 
the 
the 


jo Step to which was teaching them to queſtion 
hority of the Civil Magiſtrate. To bring 
about this Maſter-piece of Iniquity, their Machia- 
vallian Doctors ſet their Heads to work to ſpin So- 
phiſtry, and weave a ſhining Tiſſue of falſe Argu- 


| ments, unfairly drawn from the Scriptures, the 
Fathers, our Laws, and our Hiſtory; more plauſibly 


to found an Eccleſiaſtical Schiſm upon a Secular Con- 
troverſy : And, herein they have ſo well ſucceeded, 


| that they have made a treaſonable Allegiance to a 


Popiſh Pretender, in all appearance, a main Ar- 
ticle of Faith in their Church. So that, according 
to their Fanatical Doctrine, even poor Mechanicks 
(the Majority of the Faithful) muſt be able to de- 
termine of the Laws of the Land, of the Privi- 
leges of a People, and of the Rights of Princes, 


before they can be orthodox Chriltians. 


My ſecond Obſervation is, that a Thing, no way 
to be condenined in it ſelf, may be perverted, and 
made uſe of, ts very pernicious Purpsſes, by Fanaticks. 
Thus, is the Book of Common-Prayer abuſed, which 
our firſt Reformers introduced to prevent Enthu- 
faſm ; and our Tiiturgy employed bv theſe Fana- 
ticks to deſtroy that Church, tor whoſe Service and 
Preſervation it was compiled. Thus, likewiſe, is the 
loftitutivn of Biſhops in our national Church lifted 
off its ſolid Foundations, and propped (like a Caſt: 


in the Air) upon the chimerical Notions of a Royal, 
| Refilineal Prieſthood, independent of the State. 


To conclude this whole Argument; though the 
Free-Thinker is a Friend to Liberty of Conſcience in 
H3 l Matters 


* 
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and pe ing 
moſt friendly Advice therefore, which can de givin 
theſe ſeditious Viftonaries, is wentreat them to lay 


aſide their fatal Obſtinacy, with all convenient ſpeed, 
urge the Civil Power to 


is agas, . ut te redimas ata. 4 quam anne 
Afinims ? Si nequeas paululs, at quanti queas : 
Et ne te 1 Ter. 


1 HE Free-Thinker is grown into a mighty Ne- 
r and re- 


a great many Sighs and Complaints, in 

Proſe and in Verh. Tbis ſhews, that Mankind are 
more apt to communicate their Diſappointments, 
than their Succelles ; And, indeed, moſt Men are 
Philoſophers 
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las maliciouſly enſnared him with her 
Geſtures, nn I am 


2 
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N 24 


complains of 

> Bums 0 of 

ples to chide her back to her Faith, 
An r-graduate of Cambridge, who cannot 
| NL 
the Fumes of LO 2 at the ſame time deſpe- 
rately loves a Virgin, who has a mortal Averhon 
Tobacco; deſires to know how to conduct him- 
with Prudence under this Dilemma. Infelix lives 


who 


oppolite to a fair Deceiver in a certain Ya 
and 


T have not leiſure to take into my Conſideration 
and ſeveral other Love-Cafes, which lie before 


upon 
who ſeems to be in the greateſt Diftrels; which he 


expreſſes in the following Letter. 


Mr. Fars-THINKER, June 2. 1718. 
1 1 that I highly eſteem all 
for recovering the Rights of 

« Mankind, you s you will eaſily imagine what a pleaſing 
* Trainof Neſlections the firſt Appearance of your 
aper raiſed in my Mind. No ſooner had you 


cleared that generous Character, you have ventu- 
© red to ſuſtain, from the unfair Imputations it has 
© long been branded with, than I to regard 


** you as a kind of Oracle, to be conſulted in every 
* Caſe of Doubt or Diſtreſs. The beautiful Idea, 


| * Ive of » Pexfon equally free from Levity and 


Severity, 


wide, chan as a wiſe Man 
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„ ererity, puts me upon applying to you for AM 


fiſtance in an Affair, to me the moſt diſtracting. 

«© Be not ſurprized, Sir, to hear one, who ſtands 
e up for your free Principle, at the fame time own 
«© himſelf a Slave. Alas, tis no uncommon Ca- 
<« lamity (eſpecially in Youth) to find ſome darling 
4 Paſſion lord it over Reaſon and Phi 1 
* "Therefore, dear Mr. Free-Thinker, put on all 
« your Humanity and Compaſſion, while I open to 
jean the Neale of my Soul; my Love for Sylvia! 
I had by an unwearied Study (joined to an un- 
“ prejudiced Love of Truth) happily acquired that 
& peaceful State of Mind, which is the pleaſing Re- |} 
© ward of the Hane Freedom, you recommend. 
4 My Liberty I thought entire: and I had learnt 
« to confider Things of the moſt So/zmn Appear- 
<<. ance, without the leaſt Solemnity. The Pur- 
« fuits of Ambition or Avarice, the Vanity of 
«© Pomp and Pride, the Tranſports of Anger, with 
< every other I ity, I knew to be Yexation 
* of Spirit. Even ty itſelf I admired no other- 

ht. 

« Tuls was my . Sylvia —Hea- 
© vens! what Diſorders, what Ravage, has that ten- 
<< der Creature wrought in a Mind ever, till now, 
« ſecure of all its Paſſions! Oh, Mr. Free-Thinker ! 
I bluſh to tell you all. When the dear Object is 
«< preſent, how far am I from ftriving againit the 
** Unreafonableneſs of her Power! Alas, I abandon 
« my Soul to Fondnefs, and am pleaſed with the | 
„ Ruin, which (I foreſee) muſt enſue ! One gentle 
Smile diſables all my Reaſon, and overpays my 
<< loſs of Liberty. If I fly from her, and take my 
s wild Imaginations to task; I ſee my Folly. Ir. 
-< folve: — But I return: — When the firſt kind 
Look melts all my Reſolutions; and I am again 
* uudone! how infupportable is my ray" op 


* L 
- 


; * * 2 . . g . — * | 
T W133. TheFxze-Trninxzx $75 | 
 * bitter the Reflotion, chat 1 ruſh — 


Irren 


thould draw a heavy Complaint upon me from Syl- 
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« Deftruction, againſt my better 

Lr me therefore, Sir, intreat your Di 
« how to regain. my former Quiet and 
« of Temper : Ranſome me from —_ 
« am ſold to; that I may be able to read | 
= tures once again with due Attaativn'; nd I ſhall 
* HT you my Thanks in 2 leſs con- 


« fuſed, than can be expected from the preſent Dif- 
© order of, SIR, 


Yaur Humble Servant, 
Metxtus. 


W atrial Love, it would proba- 
bly turn to a better Account, than any in 
the whole Compaſs of Phyſick: I queſtion not, but 
my Chambers would be crouded every day with ſine 
Ladies and Gentlemen, who all of them, in one un- 
eaſy Moment or other, would give the World to 
be freed from the Anguiſh of their Hearts. This 
likewiſe would put the Coguettes upon their good 
Behaviour, as often as an abuſed Lover threatned to | 
go to the Free-Thinker for Advice. But, it is ne- 
ceſſary this ſingle Weakneſs ſhould be blended into 


our very Nature, as inſeparable as Thought it ſelf: 
and we muſt all be contented to ſuffer in our. turns 


under the Tyranny of this Paſſion (which. fets Reaſon 
_ at defiance) for the fake of Poſterity. Happy is the 


Man,» who eſcapes without any Blemiſh to ** 

nour, or the Ruin of his Fortunes. 
Tyr Caſe of Malintus is indeed very de 

and full of dangerous Symptoms: And, if I could 

prove ſucceſsful in compleating his Cure; I fear I 


via, who in all likelihood would not be 
ull I had brought back her Captive again. ns, | 
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Religione ſeparaverunt. 
Taper ORG — 
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TE my twenty -ſecand Paper I endeavoured to reſ- 
cue Religion * its three great Adverfaries, 4 
theiſm, Super fi tian, and Enthuſiaſm, by ſhewing 
the firſt to be Nonſenſe ; the ſecond, Folly ; and 
the third, Madneſs. But as the Bounds of a Half- 
ſheet would not allow me to extend my Thoughts 
on theſe ſeveral Heads ; lee 
them diſtinctly, and at large, i in ſeparate Diſcourſes. 
I mall begin with Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm; be- 


goa, they give it 2 vaſt Dilady when it comes 

to be compared with Atheiſm, or Irreligion (its 

proper Oppoſite) by di it with all the Ab- 

ke which belong only to them. — 2 

ſtition being the more prevai n 

the two, I ſhall firſt take that RES 
ire into its ipal Cauſes and Effects. 

HE Sn of Suorfieim are as verkews, => 
the Weakneſſes and Fancies of Men are ; for, they 
are, indeed, thoſe very Weakneſſes and Fancies 
themſelves. Men have no Rule, whereby to judge 
of any Excellency or Perfection, but what they find 
in their own Compoſition, We have no we | 
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RefleQion. The Ideas of Perfection and Excellency 
being the Reſult of Refleftion, they muſt ariſe out 
of fuch Qualities, as we feel within our felves: 
And, by augmenting and multiplying theſe, we 
arrive at ſome Notion of the ſupreme Deity. And, 
though we know by Reaſoning, that this Notion is 
but very faint and imperfect; yet, it is all we can 
attain to in this Life. We can-have no C 
of any Perfection in God, which we feel in no 
degree within our felves. And, though he may 
have many Perſections, of which we in no wiſe 


partake ; yet, we muſt neceſſarily be wholly igno- 


rant of them. On the other hand, whatſoever we 
perceive in our ſelves, and eftecm a PerfeQtion, 
That we naturally aſcribe to any one, whom we 


would mightily exto] and honour. From this Rea- 


ſoning it follows, that according to the good or 
ill Qualities of Men, their Apprehenſions of a Dei- 


ty will differ. The wife and good Man will na- 


turally be led to attribute infinite Wiſdom and per- 
fect Goodneſs to his God; while the ill-natured, 
the fooliſh, or the vain Man will ſaſhion in his 
Thoughts a Deity, reſembling himſelf, The ill- 


natur'd Man will be apt to make him a peeviſh, 


croſs-grain'd Being, that takes pl-afurc in the Un- 


happineſs and Uncaſineſs of his Dependents, and 


places his Glory in doing what he wills, and not in 
willing what is good and right ; requiring the moſt 


unreaſonable Service, aud diſdaining to let his Sub- 


jects, enquire, why he demands it: & Being, who is 
a Maſter over Slaves, rather than a Governour of 
Subjects. The fooliſh, vain Man will be apt to 
fancy, that his Deity takes pleaſure in what he finds 
himſelf to be moſt delighted with. He is as 


viſhed with Flattery and fawning Addreſſes; and | 
therefore, he reckons the ſureſt way to proſe | 


\ 


_2'ono mn wm mr mng'=mAQ3>arto& 53 ow oe we 7 


, Op» ©, © 


IK; . 6 2 5· TS LFF FTT F TROP TODD WIN ATW W 


| Adoration, unleſs they were firſt ſo weakened in their 
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ns, 
iſobedience, and to make them 
upon him in the ſtead of a real and ſubſtantial 


to perform the Duties commanded by him. He Fj 


thinks to impoſe upon him, as he finds himſelf of- 
ten impoſed upon by Paraſites and Sychophants, 
even at the time he knows they intend to deceive 
him. As his own Vanity makes him delight in 
coſtly Apparel, with a glaring Equipage, pleaſed to 

ſee himſelf ſurrounded with Pomp and Pageantry ; 
fo, he thinks to gain the Favour of his Deity by the 
like Trifles. He builds him ſtately Palaces, makes 


mining Images of Him, and ſets him off with all 


the Luftre, that dazzles the Eyes of the Vulgar : 
He provides him numerous Attendants, and Mi- 
nifters, more for Shew, than any real Uſe. 
Bur then, in order to make theſe ill Qualities 
and Difpofitions i in Men a fufficient Cauſe to pro- 
duce all the Ilolatries of Superftition, they muſt be 
ied with an uncommon Stupidity and In- 
attention of the Mind. For, without the Aſſiſtance 


| of this Degeneracy, the other Conſiderations will 
not account for all the Follies of Superſtition. Few 


Men (how wicked or vain ſoever they may be) are 
fo void of Underſtandivg, as not to difcern the De- 

formity of the vicious Actions they indulge them- 
ſelves in, if they make uſe of the leaſt Degree of 
Reflection. And, therefore, they would never 
aſcribe their own Defects to the Object of their 


Intellects, as not to perceive them to be infamous. 


This Weakneſs and Infilficiency of Mind, (Rp . 


without it no ill Diſpoſition can bring forth Super 


Ration) yet may alone produce it, without the Af. 
ance cf any other ed 
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and entirely ſubdued every Thought, 
| bel an the fide of Reaſon. Wherever the J — 
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Mind towards Thing; that is 
and e; as well as to what BF 
 vellous and full of Surprize. This makes {6 


Men deſpiſe plain good Senſe, and run after every 
thing which they do not underſtand. A 
that is intelligible, is to them no Religion at all; 


neither do they admire any thing, they can com- 


prehend. And, their Leaders are not backward to 


never for ſtinting Mankind in pretended Myſteries 


and Miracles, ſuitable to every Age and Complexion: 
which t 


ſink a good Cauſe with People of common Senſe; 
yet with Minds duly prepared, they paſs for unde- 


— miable Arguments in favour of the Superfſtitions;. 


they are forged to ſupport. I be facred Horrour and 
Awe, which theſe Forgeries raiſe in weak Minds, 
conduce much to their blind Obedience; and this 


implicite Obedience improves that fantaſtical Awe 


and Reverence : So that, when once they are ſet on 


foot, they mutually ſtrengthen each other. 

THERE is one Thing more I would remark 
upon this Subject, which is; That wherever Super- 
ſition hasprevailed, the Managers have always taken 
care to give the very Outſide of it a dark and my- 
ſterious Appearance, to anſwer to the inward Gloo- 
mineſs, which it caſtsover the Underſtandings of true 


Votaries. Their Oracles are delivered from horrid 


and obſcure Receſſes: Their Gods lie hid in the 


thick Shades bf Groves, or in Temples where the 


Cheerfulneſs of the Light is not permitted to enter. 
And indeed, ſuch obſcure Places are moſt proper 


for the Adoration of what is not to be underſtood. 


Some- Perſons have fancied, that without theſe 
gloomy Structures, Religion would ſoon decay; the 
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give them full Satistaction in this Point: They are 


hough they would be of weizht ſufficient to- 
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-mild-ſpeedily decline: For the Minds of Menwould 


not be long awed by ſuch an empty Phantom, with- 
— vidble Images of it to ſtrike upon their Sen- 


their Souls. 
Having run thro' the principal Cauſes of Su- 
jon, I ſhall refer the Conſideration of the va- 


rious Effects of this Evil upon the different Commu- 


| nities of Men to another Paper; and diſmiſs my 


| Reader _ this — Remark upon what has 


| 5 Ne 353. Monday, July 21. 1718. 


| et —— 


| poſtibus altis 


L: Ari die 7 radiare videntur. 


Shall this day entertain Diſciples with the 
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| rr Tbat, 
which recommends it, is the Novelty of the Sub- 


erer moment. The 
Diſcourſe began by remarking, > that the Care of the 
Streets, and the Execution of the Laws to 
them, was much better attended to within the City 
| of Londen, than in the Liberties of Weftminfter. This 
Paint ſettled, - Polutropus, a polite Merchant, made 
Tad tothe following Speech. | 
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2855 . in this Particular chrough the | 
of Londen, were in the like. manner re- 
- Publick Authority. Neither does it 
2 the Wiſdom of the Na- 
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* Þ would "not be thought recommend this 
<< Conſideration to the next Meeting _ 
| 3 LA 
< ſince it would upon ſeveral accounts be very 
c yenient, as well as ornamental; _ — 
„ bring no Detriment nor Grievance upon any 
- and can raiſe no -Debates ; me- 
« thinks it de worth while to beſtow a Day 
it. r 
© 7 wi be obſerved, that if the Exceſs — 4 
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| © Ito write them from time to time into a- 
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| | * changeto meet a Friend at White's. U 


upon 
* marks, I confeſs, 


* furniſhed with a great Variety of Pai 


| © Life; I was offended to ſee our City-Painters fo 


-« the of the Flames, in narrow Streets, 


om one fide to the other.“ 


can be of no Benefit at all to 
— 
4 paſs for a flight Piece of Criticiſm, 
. 26h 
Iſeldom walk along the Streets, when Iam in no 
« felf of one kind or other: And, I believe, were 


« ont, I took it into my head tooblerve the Sign” 
« Poſts in my Journey, and conſidered the Range 
* of Buildings on either hand à a long Gallery, 
ntings. 

very much ſurpriaed to find my Eyes 
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ib ef Lecter and 
* without having the 
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ings. I bear Che Tyees 3 
| cannot to the Fruits 

* the Flowers, and the Plants, all undergo 

< amongſt Ad — 

| us. The Eye requires Verdure in the Lau- 

*.; a Crimſon or a fainter Bluſh in the Roſe; a 
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Harmony of Colours in the Tulip, &c. My Rea- 
fun is ſhocked, when I meet with Knives, R- 
«© zors, Lancets,: Axes, and Saws, repreſented in a 
„ Metal, which can never be brought to take an 
% Edge. How many full bottom Periwigs of Gold. 
cc have we in the Town? What a Shoal of golden 
i Salmons? Nay, I have ſeen a golden Leather-Rot- | 
<« tle, a golden Cheeſe, a golden Blackamoor's.. | - 
< Head, a golden, inſtead of a filver, Half- moon; 
& A golden Sugar-Loaf, a golden Weſtphalia-Ham ; | 
& and a Tun of Gold, hanging over a Man's Door, 
ho had not Credit for an Ounce of Silver. 
« On the other hand, I am pleaſed with the | 
. golden Chalices, the golden Ring, the Ingot, 
< the Crown and Sceptre ; neither do I diſapprove 
© of the Golden-Flecce: And, for the fake of the 
& Proverb, I will not explode Mauntains of Gold. 
«© But, to gild every Object, without diſtinction, 
<« is to imitate.the Abſurdity of a bad Poet, who is . 
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| Hanz, this ingenious 
' Speech. Aſter a ſhort Silence, his Friend Polutre-. | 
„Wx are obliged to you for this entertaining 

« Account of your Evening's Travels through | 
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«© Cheapfide, Fleet-ſtreet, the Strand, and Pell. Mall 
< The Obſervations you have made, in thoſe Streets, | 


. will hold through all the Liberties of Lu- 
„ d and Weſtminſter. Every body muſt own 
nee i» be jul, confulnrng 
« Poſts only as ſo many Pieces of Painting, fepa- | 
ce rately from any other View: But, if we look up- 
cc on them in another Light, and have regard chiefly 
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| mip Readers 
Alenpt to lead then into the Paths of Reaſon ; 
| which will not prove A to a willing Mind. 
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1 abſolutely — 22 
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law, been innumerable T 


1 aport this ect, and the Argument . 
BY ere 


„deere 


. res N * ; | 
in all his Behaviour. 


kei is the Man of 


l fer, NN 


j Quality, than a competent Apprehenſion : And 
gee eafier to inform a flow Underftanding, 


great Ad Integrity of 
Heart is, that it ſets the Mind at cafe, and makes 
de dogs es rr es” 
with „ This Virtue, indeed, will not 
keep a Man i out of Errour ; but it will 
of Guilr. 
A modeſt, ſober Reaſoner cannot be poſitive, that 
he never errs : But, he may de folly confcivus; thar 


e never inſincere. The fincere Perſon, there- 
| fore, has the Benefit of 


being acquitted to himſelf 
of his Miſtakes ; whereas the infincere Man reaps no 


Inward Satisfaction from the Truths, he knows. 

Lasr ty; As the greateſt Advantage of all, I 
muſt obſerve, That the Sincerity I am ſpeaking of 
will juſtify every Man in the fight of the Supreme 
= the Want of it (to uſe the Words. 
of der Tilletſen) will quite ſpoil the Virtus 
Piety and Obedience, and 


onr £ 
certainly deprive us of the Reward it. There have, 
and 


elaborate, uſeleſs 11 | 


1 Learning, 
la weating of this Particular, ſeveral Chriſtian Wri- 


ters have not ſcrupled to deny, in effect, the Juſtice, 
and Equity, and Mercy of the Deity : Whercas the 
De? 13 Heathen 
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Readers have ſeen, by the Plane of f. 
Friday, that T have finithed my Preparatory 
Le thres. 80 that, allowing them the Leiſure of a 
ſex Days to digeſt them thoroughly, I ſhall pauſe 


a hitle, and give my Scholars and my felf a ſhort 


Refpite from Philoſophy. During theſe Hohdayt 
therefore, I can recommend a very i ingenious Epi - 
Ale to them, which I have received (about f:x 
Weeks ago) "from an unknown Correſpondent 
whoſe Wit and Humour I am the better pleaſed 
with, becauſe bis Pleaſantry carries a Moral al 
with it, and tends to reform an Abuſe in a Place, 
where I would have Virtuc and Learning Avuriſh 


Hove all other Contiderations.. 


To the FREE-THINKER. 


81 R, Se. John's College, Oxon, Fun. 19, 1718. | 
«A you are an Encourager of the liberal Arts - 

and Sciences, the following Relation from 
© one of our Seats of Learning may, perhaps, not 
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« * Logick for a Volume of Micellany-Poems ; : and 
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convenient, 
© That, this Walking 
4 Zelinda kd Yordeſerre to be left out of his Poem: 
1 can witneſs, ſhe has walked" for her Pifture 
* ever ſince. | 
42 1 another N . Free-Thinker, 
iling out of the former ; ;s inſupportable, 
« The Fattes, fe they have dad an Opportunity 
= of viewing their whole collective Strength, are 
ſo ambitious, as even to enter into a De- 
of ſubverting the ancient Privileges of the 
niverſity, and of taking the Government into 


* They have already nominated a Poetry Lecturer; 
© and threaten to lay the whole Body of Maſters 


 * of Arts under an [terdi? of Bohea and Bread 


* and Butter, if they refuſe to-confirm their Choice. 
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<« firſt Lecture upon the fourth Book of Virgil. 
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' manly Refolytion ;. ny 4.8» very och to be 
whether they would remain fo ſcrupulous of their 
Reputation i and whether they would be ſo unwear 


of this and the like 


rence to I 


of Humanity, and the main Exigencirs of Society: 
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arities, hke an over - judicious Authour, 


> but to ſuffer a pardonable (I might per- 
haps ſay, providential) Fain oor has ſake of pre- 
ſerving a great and neceſſary 


, to ſet- 


ment is, to endeavour, as near as poſſihle 


hardly feel the warm Emotions of Tenderneſ 
Generoſity; Breaſt, glowing with 

by the Admoni- 

a Refiner's Furnace will be 

by Sprinklings of Water. 

is 


N this bappy Temperature is hardly, to be 


the Weakneſs already mentio Their 
are without S and their Ap- 


an vi — — | 
whoſe themſelves able to 


port. In aan gg the Mind therefore, with 1 
e Conduit is to have regard to the true Ng | 
Not to be too rigid ahd critical in rectifying ſmall | 
who poliſhes away the Strength and Energy of his | 


To lluſtiate 1 
this Noon yer father; the moſt prudent in | 


is very much to be regretted, that a tolerable 
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h i in Compliments) if he ſurmizes, that there 


r be ; decauſe foveral weak Tmags- 


| axioms, not apprized of the Cheat, catch it, 25.2 


; and feel thoſe Frights in earneſt, which 
the more accompliſbed only Act. Timiduia fancies 
| SeBumour improves ber Charms; andthinks, the 
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of Mind; but, if her Lord 


Fair. The one (whom I ſhall call- Lucie) rode 


; the other (whoſe Name was Phebe) double. 
hey had a River topaſs over : When they were ow 
the Rail, into the River. The Rider however was | 
taken ſaſe out of the Water, withot any other de- | _ 


triment than being wet. They put into a Farm- 
Houſe, to dry ber Clothes: Where Phebe com- | 
plained, that the Fright ſhe felt upon Lxcia's ev | | 
count had much diſordered her, and given her a vo- | 
- ing all they could N 1 
not find herſelf in any Diſpoſition to partake'of the | 
r This , which 
Ted her Suites zoned the © — 
When they came near the Bridge again, the Impreſ- 
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Horſe (from behind her Brother) into Convulſions; 
> hard by, ſhe died 
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acccarding to them, can be a Right Prieſt, who is not 
determined to be a Rebel. Mr. Dodiell (an emi- 
nent Authour of their Set) has prefumptuouſly 
tarried the Powers of this diſaffected Prieſthood to 

fuch a Height, as to make even the Immortality of 

the Soul to depend upon their Baptiſm. 

I do not recollect, that I have omitted any mate- 

rial Obſervation relating to the Fanaticks ; nor, that 

I have wronged them in any Circumſtance. As for 

the treacherous Guides of theſe abuſed People, it is 
to be feared, they are not to be vrought upon by 
| Reafon. They have Underſtandings to apprehend 
the Unjuſtiſiableneſs of their Practices; but, they 
have not Hearts diſpoſed to own it. Nevertheleſs, 
my Labours, joined to the Writings of others, may 
contribute to weaken the Power of their Witchcraft, 
and to thin their Aſſemblies. Let their Hearers 
reflect ſedately with themſelves ; and from the ma- 
nifeſt Advances, which their Teachers make toward 
the Church of Rome, they will have ſufficient Rea- 
ſons to believe, that it is not the vain Right of the 
Pretender, but the Cauſe of Popery, they fo induſ- 
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, triouſly promote under a ſpecious Diſguiſe. 
_ LasTLyY ; to apply to the Intereits of thoſe weak 

a Men, who ſeem to be engaged like Perſons in pur- 
and ſuit of the Philoſophers Stone: Let them conlider, 
als their long Succeſlion of Hopes, and the repeated 
tiak | Promiſes of their Wiſe Men, are vaniſhed like a 
wa | Dream: And now the very Foundations of their 
hem Deluſion ſink apace, by the publick Tranſactions of 
Re- Zarope, I forewarn them therefore not to rely upon 
ity: Cardinal Alberoni; but to remember, that their great 
ught Confidence in the King of Sicily, the Czar of Muf- 
„, and the King of Sweden, has turned to no 
y the | Manner of account. 
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1er make it my en 
be leſs cruel to their Lovers; or, it will be ut- 

ter ly impoſſible for me to proceed in my Lectures, 
tone feta 2 — 
of them, to laugh at the greateſt Sufferings in Liſe. 
Philathander, (a collateral Branch, I ſuppoſe, of the 
Philandrian Famil y) on the Tenth of ul, com- 


lice, by faſtening a new Spark upon 
Day, Hippohtus defires me to affure the Idol of his 
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+ | © fleftions (who am not without Experience) may 
| © prove of fome Uſe to you in this 


1 < a ſevere degree, I muſt i 


| &« gur Sex, are undoubtedly the 


| | © and Proteſtations, and even 8 
ung counterfeited, and 


too much cautioned againſt Credulity. If there- 
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that it comes out too ſeldom. - Your i 


on the moſt ſerious 
. — oa] 
——— neglect the Concerns of Love. 
= fine „„er 
« Paſfion were ſo as to be brought, in 
« ſome meaſure at leaſt, under the Conduct of Rea 
i fon and Equity, in both Sexes. I will not 
« fame to undertake this Task ; though * 
* think my ſelf very fortunate, Rn IT 


in 
own, that the 
of 
principal Caules of 
© the Misfortunes of many faithful Lovers. Vows 
ighs and Tears, are 
perverted to fuch 
— Purpoſes, that they have quite loſt their 
; and Virgins cannot, in the main, be 


« NoTwWITHSTANDING I am a — 


« Baſeneſs, the Hypocriſy, and the 


* fore you can perſuade the Men to be more 


ſincere, 
| © the Women will become leſs cruel. But while I 
* excuſe the prudential Rigour of the Fair Sex, I 


* muſt charge them with two prevaili 
N 
* the Ruin of many a Gallant Spirit. 
« BeauTy is the Portion of Females; with 
® Fierce des attract the Gentle: : But, theChar 
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— as well as uſeful . 
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the hands of a Tyrant: She is always pleaſed with 
* the Anguiſh of her Admirers. The fair Mirabella 
. eee 
the Torment. of her Lovers; and that a dying 
, Groan has more Muſick init, than a whole Opera. 
I threatened to acquaint you with her Inſulence; 
* which keeps her a little in Awe at preſent : For, 
we know ſhe dreads your Diſpleaſure. 
„Tu ſecond heinous Crime of the Sex is 
« Fickleneſs; a natural Levity of Mind, which 
< proceeds from a Love of Novelty. An old Lo- 
e ver is apt to pall upon their Fancy; and then, 
«< the firſt new Servant, that offers, is received; 
* rere 
ces of the former. Thus Ballander, when he 
„% might reaſonably have expected the Reward of a 
« Three-Years Conſtancy; found his Miſtreſs had 
<6 feloniouſly withdrawn her Heart from him; and 
«© beſtowed it on a Neighbouring gay Thing, who 
« wascome freſh into the Country from his Travels; 
% and had imported no other 2 — but 
« a handſome Cravat-Toſſel of French Beads; 
„which, he faid, had accompanied him through 
* the politeſt Courts of Europe. 

„ Bur I, Mr. Free-Thinker, labour under anun- 


* common Inſtance of Female Inconſiancy. _ 


ou, above a Month fince, a ſhort Account 
2 for Bellamira, and the Alteration I — 


& perceived in ker. Though ſhe is a Lady of Senſe 
* and Wit, equal to her Beauty, yet ſhe will not 


« youchſafe to give me the leait Reaſon for her De- 
| 4+ feftion, You were ſo kind, as to give her a Hintof 
« her Crime in * alate Paper; which (as I am told) 
| * made her bluſh. I fear a malicious Perſon, in whom 


* ſhe places too — has abuſed m 
4 to 
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have the common Kight of anſwering for my ſelf. 
If ſhe reſolves to perſiſt in her Perfidy ; I hope, fo 


honeſt, and a very pretty Fellow, in the 


a — nM I ſhall warn all the fair Barbarians, not 
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& to her. If fo, dear Sir, make her ſenſible, that ſhe 


to let me 


in Juſtice to give me 


t oreat a Blemiſh in her Character will come as 
a ber Charms, and favour 


7 my Attempts towards regaining pda fo reedom ; 


c which I had much rather give up to her forever, 


| © upon any tolerable Conditions. I defire you to 


« indulge an unhappy Man fo far, as to inſert his 
* * juſt Complainr in your : Your Ef- 

« pouſal of his Cauſe will (I am confident ) reduce 
« Bellamir2 to a Senſe of my Wrong, - and reſtore 


* to Happineſs 


obliged humble Servant, ; 
PRHIIAN DER. 


Tals ** by his Letter, ſhould be a 


Senſe of the Phraſe. Ncthing can be more reaſon- | 


able, than his Requeſt : and if Bellamira does not 


give him a fair Hearing, the World will be apt to 
condemn her to perpetual Virginity. On the other 
hand, if Philander does not prove the Man he pre- 
tends to be; I ſhall be proud of an ity to 
juſtify the Conduct of Bellamire, and clear her from 
the heavy Imputation of Perfidiouſneſs. In the 


to inſult over the Sufferings of a ſincere Lover, by a 
paſtoral Tale, which I received laſt Week. 
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the relentleſs Nymph went out te brave | 


Tread down theFlow'rs, and 


Let my long 


Had now, tos late, her Pride to 


Deom'd to a 
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FEAR my unkind Alcimadure ! = 

Relieve the b, at haſt, you will not cure: 
fermgs your Compaſſion mode; 

FVaouchſafe me Pity ring ru Conpſſn 


| Thus in the Fair-One's Porch peer Daphnis 74 

S d. mw 
before yes, 

F hoped, I might . 

Then, with Deſpair eppreſt, He call d on Deatb; 


Au en the Throfold feb 4 away bis Breath. 


In Peace at laſt, ill-fated Daphnis ſleep ! 
The Shepherds Cer thee — the — weep : 
Alcimadure alone walks berdleſs by; 


2 Nor firews thy Tomb, nor dews it with ber Eye. 


the Monthly Signs the fiery Sun, 
and Days, his Annual Courſe had run; 


ger his Grave. 
ici bound, 

' ſpoil the ſacred Groung. 
When, lo! 4 Burft of Thunder the Air ! 
And the cleft Earth receives the blaſted Fair. 
Her frighted Ghoft ta Pluto's Realm _— 3 
Daphnis ends, 
tleſs Love, the injur d Swan 
Repays her Paſſion with a "inſt Diſdain. 

In vain, Alas] lite him before, ſbe burns; 
Aud net in vain, like her, be Scorn returns. 


Her Lover's Shade, and tri 
The Moon beheld ber to the 
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Kine patimer Er- acis mala vier arms 


Nineteenth, T wenty-fourth and T wenty- 
fifth Lectures were intended for the more im- 
mediate Service of my Country; by obſerving hau 
much it is changed and for the worſe. To 


theſe I ſhall ſubjoin another Diſcourſe, as requiſite 


| any of the former; ſince, the reducing of it into 
not 


Practice will very much contribute to preſerve, 
oaly the Liberties, but likewiſe the Peace of the Na- 
tion, entire. I wiſh there did appear, to an unpreju- 
diced Obſerver, no Signs of Decay in the one, or of 
Inſtability in the other, in the preſent Age: And yet, 
the Symptoms, that look ſo ſuſpicious, do not ariſe 


from a Fault in the Government ; but from a De- 


in the People : Inſomuch, that were not 


generacy 
the Virtue of the Prince too ſublime to take 


any 
of the of the Subject, I ſear 


to comply with any State of Servitude. 
Wr are, by our Laws and Conſtitution, the moſt 
Free People in the World; by our Situation and 
Naval Strength, the moſt ſecure from a foreign 
Enemy ; by Diflrihutien of Power, and the 
Openachs 222 . 
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taining an inteſtine War: 
Vice, which has 

the we are in a forward to. 
forfeit (in the Proceſs of a few Years) ſome, if not 
one, 4 2 — 


and yet, 


by a Nations | | 


der of Men, and is equally viſible in both Sexes, 
This Change in our Manners (as well as thoſe men- 
tioned in my former Lectures) is not of Britzh 


Growth; but tranſplanted into the Iſland, by Per. 


ſons refined in ſlaviſh Courts, under the flattering 
Appearance of improving Life: So that a ſober Eng- 
man has Reafon to wiſh, that your exotick fine 

Jentlemen were counterband by Law, with a Per- 
miffion only to import plain Artizans and Labourers;z 
whe, while they earn their Bread, enlarge our Com- 
merce, and at the ſame time mich us Induſtry and 


Frugality ; the ſureſt Pledges tor the Virtue and the 


Wealth of a Community. 

WAT availsit, that we are born out of Bondage; 
that Liberty is the Birth-Right of every Briton ; it, 
as we grow up into Manhood, we become Slaves 


(ior the moſt part) from the Courtier to the Peaſant? . 


Is there a Free- holder who can call his Voice his 
own? A Repreſentative of a Corporation, or Coun- 


ty, who never conceals the Motive of his Vote? A 


Lawyer. who delivers his Opinion without de 
A Divine, who preaches only the plain Goſpel ? 
2-Stateſman wedded to the bublick Good ? There 
may, I know, be particular Inſtances of Virtue pro- 
duced in theſe ſeveral Stations; but, they are fo very 
fingular, that I queſtion, whether it would not be 
to their diſſetv ice to point them out. "The Multi- 
tude of every Order move by Direction; and every 
Driver is driven in his Turn. What is it then, that 
ſo univerſally deprives my Countrymen of their na- 
. tive Privilege of being free = ? Their L_ 


gained the Credit of a Virtue wal! 


2 
Exceſs of Luxury, which prevails through every Or- 
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| Men rely upon their Induſtry 


enn 


L- Perfons of Rank and Fortune contra their 
jon their to their In- 
and inferiour Rank of 
and Parſimony ; fo 
ä be an Money of = forvite thaw» 

dency from one Slave to another; and we ſhall ſoon 
ful our ſelves put into the full PoſſeGion of that per- 
ſect Freedom, which is warranted to us by Law. 
Without this Reſolution, we oe" Gaal of the 


Delires, and proportion 
come ; and let the middling 


| Liberty of our Conſtitution, as the Man, enthralled 


by Prejudices, vaunts the Freedom of his Reaſon. 
Tux Childiſh Ambition of endeavouring to vie, 
one againſt another, in the Baubles and Play- Things 
of Lite, will by degrees make us an eaſy Prey to any 
bold Invader; or ſet us upto Auction for the higheſt 
Bidder. The Benefit of the Ocean will but haften 
our Deſtruction ; while by our Traffick we barter 
our valuable Commodities, and our Money, for 
outlandiſh Trinkets: The Conſequence of which 
muſt be, that our Neighbours will grow rich and 
powerful, as we become poor and ſplendid. When 

the Men of Family and Figure are at once vain and 
indigent, through their faſhionable Exceſſes, it will 
not be in their Choice to remain uncorrupted; their 
Vaſſals likewiſe (imitating, in their Conditiqn, the 
Follies of their Superiours) will readily comply with 
ſpecious Arguments, and compliment the Great ones 
with their deareſt Privileges, for a vain Promiſe, or 
a deceitful Smile. To ſum up this Conſideration ; 
It is not in the of the wiſeſt Prince, nor in 
the utmoſt Force of human Policy, long to protect 
a luxurious People. It is not my ſe to recom- 
mend the Practice of Auſteritics to my Fellow-Sub- 
jets: On the contrary, I would have them all (in 
their different Fortunes) enjoy the moderate Indul- 
gencies, which our . requires, and which are 


| the proper Rewards of Induſtry. This may be done, 
1 | tw 
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to our —_—_— 
to a Conſumption of 
n e Wines: 


cepted, we want nething of much Value to mate | 


Life as well as convenient. How can we 
then anſwer it to our Country, when we laviſh out 


our Wealth to keep up foreign Looms, to maintain 
the Labour of the wide World, while the 


of our own People lies diſcouraged ? This Abuſe of 
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 pagate Chriſtianity amongſt the Judians, 
is 2 Religion very much unknown in Great Britain. 


IRI Luxury of a Nation does likewiſe unhinge 
the publick Peace and Tranquillity ; and frequently 
ends in the total Subverſion of it. 88 

of 
and gives them Bold- 
ack cual to their Nocalities. This gives Birth to 
Seditions, and Vigour to Conſpiracies: 29 
— — 20 — Wang 

a that Luxury may 
1 And Bands of — 
Men, and ſactious Combinations, 


are cemented 
and animated by the ſame Principle. It is this Vice 
chicfly, that ſplits the Nation into Parties in Poli- 
ticks; "and makes man many learned Doctors fo 


ap- 

predenfire of the Danger of the Church. a 
be eſtabliſhed to ſupply every Man in his fa- 
vourite Extravagancies, and we never 
about the Terms of our Obedience, nor the Drvme 
Rights of any King or Prie/t. But, ſince this Pro- 


ject is impraQticable, becauſe the Fund will always 
1 Iexhort my Diſciples (as they ten- 


Nager d Ee le to diſcountenance this grow- 
ing Evil; todiſtinguiſh themſelves by an honeſt Pax- 
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red by the Prince. It ſupports his. exorbitant Power, 
poor and humble. The ex- 
live Sptendour of me Courts, and the gilded 


moſt did Creature, and a T raitour to his Country. 
Writs my Reſentments are warm againſt this 


fame Spit of Indigyation to my Readers. The 
Papiſt, the Fanatick, the Rebel, is not half ſo per · 
nicious as the luxurious Man. Beware of the Spend- 
thrift Patriot : He will redeem his Eſtate 


t any Price: His Wants increaſe with his Deſires; 
— 91 —— is departed from him. 


I ſhall not here obſerve, how the moſt flouriſhing 
States and Empires have periſhed, 


warn us from naturalizing the Expenſive Refine- 


ments and Diverſions of effeminate Countries. Let 
us continue unelegant Clowns, in the R 


neſs of 
Virtue, and Hardineſs of Liberty, rather than dwin- 


dle into the polite Accompliſhments of Slaves. The 


Znormity, let me endeavour to communicate the 


through an Infa- 
tuation after foreign — Let their Fate 


N* 42. The Fitrs-Tmingzx. 2 
- &mony ; and to look upon the luxrious Man as the 


* 


Conveniencies of Life are few ; the Exigencies of 


Voluptuouſneſs infinite. If our Luxury rifes in pro- 
to our Commerce; we trade to no adyan- 


portion 

tage: If it exceeds our Traffick, we muſt become 
2 Bankrupt Nation. | 
Governments there is ſome Excuſe 


In Arbitrary 
for Cary It is not only countenanced, but requi- 


by keeping the Nobili 


of ſuch as glitter in them, ſerve to ſtrike 


the inferiour Subjects with a ſuperſtitious Reverence 
for Tyranny ; and have the fame Effect in the Abuſe” 


of Government as the Pomp of the Rouſh Wor- 
ſhip has, in the Abuſe of Religion; which is to 


, maintain the Uſurpation of the Prieſthood. But, 


an Exgliſbman has no Temptation, beſide his Vanity, 
to draw him into unneceflary and inconvenient Ex- 


pences, Inſiſt upon thy Birth-Right, be a Man; 
| N „ and 
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| and thou mayſt preſerve thy Dignitywithout an E. 
\ quipage. The Gentleman, who walks through the 
F Streets, and the Gentleman who rides in his pile 
Chariot, are not diffinguiſhed by any Privileges 
in our Conſtitution ; nor, amongſt Men of 
are any common Reſpects and Civilities, which are 
yed & the one, refuſed to the other. The em. 
— idered Coat does not take place of the plain 
Dress. Neither is a King of England accuſtomed 
to ſmile on a Brecade, more than upon a brown 
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Rex ft, que metuit nihil; 
Rex oft, quique cupit ibi! 
A regnum ſibi quiſque dat. 


— Trag, 


VERY Condition of Life has its Circle of 

Prejudices; and there is as little Free-Thinking 
—— Prinons as amongſt their Sub- 
jects. Did they know the Ha there is in Pri- 
vacy and Leiſure, and conſider tEeir High Station 
as Philoſophers, they ST am a; hs | 
e the Paſienzers, that fleeps 
fupinely, while he fits watchful at the he Helm. The 
Adminiſtration of Government is, at beit, a glo- 
rious, unthankful Office : A Task not to be coveted 
by a wiſe Man; and hardly to be ſupported, with | 
an Equality of Mind, by a brave Man: The | 
Monarch, 
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Monarch, who ludies only the Good of his Neo- 
ple, cannot be wholly free from Inquietude : And 
the Tyrant reigns in perpetual Anxiety, 
NevERTHELEsSS, fo prevalent has been the 
2 of many private Men, (ſome of whom 
have failed in their Attempt) that without any re- 
rd to Right and Wrong, they have facrificed their 
onour and their Quiet to the Love of Dominion ; 
—— no Fatigues to become miſerable. There 
have been ſome likewiſe, born to Rule, fo averſe 
to the Cares of Empire, that they have been im- 
ient to be diſmiſſed from them: But the Num- 
of the former exceeds the latter. For the Cre- 
dit of Human Nature, I would fain perfuade my 
ſelf, that theſe fingular Inſtances of Retirement are 


not to be attributed to a Weakneſs or Inconſtancy of 


Mind ; but rather to a Sublimity of Temper, which 
confiders human Power as neceſſary, but not de- 
ſireable. 

_ AnonGsT the rare Examples in this Kind, it is 
yet more extraordinary to find this Philoſophic Spi- 
nt in a Woman. Cbriſtina Queen of Sweden, is 
the lateſt Inſtance to be found in the Hiſtories of Eu- 
rope. In the Year 1654, ſhe reſigned her Crown in 
a publick Manner at Upſal to Charles Guffavus, on 

the ſixth of July. With what Deliberation and Con- 


ſtancy, ſhe came to this Reſolution, will appear by 


a Letter ſhe wrote, four Months before ; which, as 
a Curiofity not much known, I have tranſlated out 


206 rasa Ea. Ni 
I Letter from che Queen of Sweden, w | 
1 the French Ambaſſadeur at 1 


RE Widnes, Mid 1654. 
Have formerly communicated to you the | 
Realons, which have prevailed upon meto per. | 
« ſevere in 27 Defign of edeicatiog You know, 
* have continued long in this Humour; nd that 
te to 2 Reſolution of | putting it in practice. There | 
« are five Years, at leaſt, ſince I ac you | 
« with my Determination; and I then faw, thatie 
« was your Affection, and the difinteſted Con- 
- J oy norton, Ce 
2 time 

PE aegis Reaſons ; fince — 
n zrpoſe, unworthy of me. 
2 may remember what I ſaid to you upon 
> the laſt time I had the Satixfaftionof 
* di with you: 


EEE ESSETESS Mz =, 
9 a hs yy J 


_ « diretedall my Ations to this oint ; and I have 
« conducted them to a Period, without Wavering. 
_ « Tam no ready rr | 
_ bind the Curtain. As for the A 
off, I am in no trouble about it. [Le 
« Compoſition of the Scene, which I have repre- 
& ſented, is not conformable to the common Laws 
64 of the Theatre. Tt is not to be expected, that 
« what is very ſublime and full of Spirit i in it ſhould _ 

i pleaſe the whole World. I allow every one to'#, 
judge according to his Capacity: I cannot de- 
*« prive Mankind of their Liberty: And had I the F 
„ Power, I ſhould not have the Will to do it.. 

« I know | 
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a my felf, but to 
| © from his Candour and Greatneſs of Mind is quali - 
| © fied to think of S think. _ 


« ſure, which I am preparing for myſelf, find any 
| © vacant time fo muchas once to think of them. 

_ © ſhall employ it to examine my paſt Life, and to 
| © correct my Errours; without either wondring 
| | © at, or repenting of, my Reſolution. What Plea- 
| ©& ſure ſhall I receive from the Reflection of 
| © done Good to Men with Joy, and cauſing thoſe 
5 


dered any Perſon a Criminal, who was not 
_ © and of fparing 


© Adminiſtration of it. I have poſſeſſed without 
| © Pride; and I have quitted without 
„After this, never fear for me: Iam in 


O Superi ; nullique poteſfas Hoc auferre Deo. 


mm — 207 
h « know there are ome who judge favourably of 
8 


d me: and I am 


you are of the Num- 
« ber. The veſt of the World know neither my 
« Reaſons, nor my 'Temper ; for, I never declared 
you, and one other Friend, who 


e 
jogy to them; neither ſhall I in this entire Lei- 


I ſhall have the Conſolation of never having ren- 


even Criminals. — — 
Safety of the State to every other Conſidera 


the 


tion: I have facrificed every thing to its Intereſt; 


« and I have nothing to reproach my ſelf with, in the 


z and 
© my Felicity = not inthe reach of Fortune, lam 


* happy, whatever befalls me: Sum felix tamen, 


< Yes; I am happy beyond Mortals ; and ſhall 
© remain ſo to the End. I have no Apprehentions 
* from that Providence, you mention ; Omnia 


| un propitia : Be it, that Providence ſhall take 


« upon 


=p Te Pare Twine ns. No Py, 


- itſelf the of my Affairs; I fub- | 
« 2 with that Leech and Reſignation, which | 
& | owe to its Will: Be it, that Providence leaves 
c me to my own Guidance; I will employ all the | 
Faculties, with which it bas endowed my Soul | 
4 and my Underſtanding, to make my a 
nil 
that I have nothing to fear from Men, nor yet 
from God. It ſhall de the Buſineſs of my re- 
* maining Portion of Life, to familiarize theſe 
- © Thoughts to my Mind. 
Im below Envy, in my preſent Condition: 
<« But were my Felicity known, I ſhould be en- 
« vied more than ever. You, however; love me 
<«< fo, as not to repine at my good Fortune: And 
** Enferve it 22 your hands ; ſince I have the Inge- 
to own, that I am indebted to you, for no 
« ſmall Share of theſe Sentiments. 1 learned them 
from your Converſation ; and I hope, one day, 
to improve them with you, in my Retirement. 
I am fatisfy'd, you cannot forfeit your Word; 
and that you will continue my Friend, in this 
«© Change of my Circumſtances; fince I quit no- 
thing worthy — In every Condition, 1 
I ſhall preſerve my Friendſhip for you; and you 
<<. will fee, that no Alteration can happen to me, 
capable of varying the Sentiments, I am proud 
2 You know all this; and I am convinced 
22 believe, that the greateſt Aſſurance, I can 
<< give you of myſelf, is to tell you, that I ſhall 
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Ef medus in rebut; ſunt certi _— fines, 
as ultra citraque neguit conſiſtere rectum. 


— 


Hon. 


| Have a little Piece of ſecret Hiſtory to commu- 
nicate to my Female Readers. The Singularity 
of it may — b; and, if they are not the 


| better for it, the Bme will not be mine. In the 


mean time they are at liberty to give what credit 
hy pleaſe to the Relation. 

N a full Aſſembly of Ladies, wie their wis 
Mixture of ſeveral Ages, the Conveniencies and 


| Inconveniencies of the Hop- Petticoat happened to 

de canvaſſed, with great Freedom of Converſation. 

1 There were only four Gentlemen prefent ; two of 
| which ſpoke 1 in the Debate, one againſt the 


other. Florio, a mettled Spark, of great Volubi- 
lity of Speech, employ'd his Wit in defence of 


| the Mode. Sophronio, of riper Years, and fewer 


ords, reaſoned againſt the Extravagancy of the 
The Opinions of the Aſſembly were 


much divided, in order therefore to come to a fair 
Determination, the Ladies laid their Injunctions 


upon the two Champions, to confider the Subject 
maturely ; and to be ready by that Day ſen' night, 
to deliver their Sentiments upon the Merits of the 


Cauſe; at which time they engaged themſelves to 


give * a Hearing, at nine in the Evening. The 


appointed Hour being come, the Company ranged 
0 * han. 
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8 . to their afl. 
ferent Inclinations. Onthe ri 5555 
trons; — — Virgins ; 

in the Abilities of their Oratour. The 
Du Tartce was placed in the Center, at a con- 


houſes, and conſulted the moſt knowing Coopers 
| & of the Female Sex; but I cannot diſtinctly 


that the Ciocy of this prongats Flee of 
is due to the Moderns. Monſieur 


ves) which may proba- 


* iy have been th Original of yours Tay 
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« the Grand Gu/? 
« Wye I conſider the clinging 


| © Grandmothers, and compare 


it 
ſt 


I 
5 


0 


Pl 


« Foot, which plays viſibly within the Circle, 
« raviſhes the watchful Eyes of the — 
| « Warn I ſurvey the Structure of this fi 


Dome, and contemplate the Convex, or the Con- 
| * cave, of the Building; I am ftruck with Admi- 
nation at the Ingenuity of Mankind: A Fabrick 
« fo ample, and withal fo portable, is ſtupendous ? 
And After-Ages, who perhaps may fee this Con- 
© trivance only in the Paintings of ſome great Ma- 
* ſters, ſhall with pain believe what the Juſtneſs 
© of the Pencil repreſents. = 
WIE I to enumerate the Conveniencies 
| © and the Ornaments, which accrue to the Sex 
* from the uſe of the Hoop, the Tapers would re- 
— * quire ſnuffing, before my Speech could draw to- 
| © wardsanend. Therefore I thall only touch upon 
_ © two Obſervations. The firſt is, That the Com- 
| © paſs of the Coat ſerves to keep the Men at a de- 
© cent Diſtance; and appropriates to every Lady 
© a ſpacious Verge, facred to herſelf. In the next 
_ © place, the Compliment, allowed in all times, of 


| * comparing a Beauty to a Star, will now quadrate 
1 | « in 


"> PSY 4 
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«© in every reſpect; when it may properly be ſaid 
CLE e We IE 
* „ and ſhines in her Sphere, in proportion to 
« Star of the firſt Magnitude. l | 

I might here mention the vaſt Benefit the Pub- 
* lick reaps from this Dreſs, and take notice of 
the Number of Hands employ'd in building 


« and repairing theſe beautiful Edifices ; were it not 


* too well known to my Hearers. I cannot, 
. however, paſs over in filence the particular En- 
* cou t this Mode has given to Whale. 
<« filhing ; no inconſiderable Branch of the Brit; 
„Commerce. "cath 

Go on then, adorable Creatures, to cheriſh 
* and improve an Ornament, every way praiſe- 
_ < worthy. Suffer not yourſelves to be perſuaded to 
« your Downfall, by thoſe who would undermine 
* your main Support. Suſpect the Artifices of 


ſuch as would narrow 


yu Es ws, ſpreading Bottom, to the 

As ſoon as Haris had finiſhed his Dec lamation, 
a young Damſel of fifteen made two exorbitant 
Steps (meaſuring at each the Compaſs of her Hoop) 
quite acroſs the Room, and with her ſlender Fin- 
gers tied a Gold Cord with two large Toſſels of Gold 
to his Sword; a Preſent, it ſeems, which the youth- 
ful Part of the Aſſembly had beſpoke for their Ora- 
tour. This Gallantry performed, Sophrmio ſtood 


up, and modeſtly bowing, went to the Settee; | 


where, ſtanding upon the Floor, he took his Turn 
to ſpeak, over it, as follows. e 


- GenTLEmeEn LADIES, 


& 7 Perceive, by the applauding Smiles and tri- 


« 2 umphant Diſplay of the Fans from the gay 


“ Side 


wr Foundation; and re- 
reſolve to maintain the Eſtablichment of your 
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© Side of this bright Circle, that the Prejudices of 
& Youth will weaken the Forceof any Arguments, 


I may draw from Reaſon to combat the flatter- 
e ing Eloquence of my Antagoniſt. But when I 


« turn to the unbiaſſed Part of my Audience, I 
« doubt not of a favourable Hearing from them: 


And I am perſuaded, their Approbation, (which- 


« ever way it points) will have its proper Influence 
„ over the Virgins; fince their Modeſty will not 


a ſuffer them to diſregard the Judgment of Per- 


4 ſons, whoſe Wiſdom and Experience entitles 


_ © them to Reſpect. 


I have always been of Opinion, that the two 


principal Articles to be conſulted in Dreſs are 
| & Conveniency 


and Ornament; and that, 


in 
© both, there ſhould be ſome regard had to Fruga- 


ty, and an invioladle Adherence to Modeſty ; 


| 


more eſpecially in the Fair-Sex. Now, if you 
te will be pleaſed to conſider the Hoop-Petticoat 
& impartially, in its moſt faſhionable Dimenſions, 
J fear you will not find it anſwer to any of theſe 
“ Confiderations. | 

I believe it would puzzle the quickeſt Inven- 
4 tion to find out one tolerable Conveniency in 
© theſe Machines. I appeal to the Sincerity of 
© the Ladies, whether they are not a great In- 
* cumbrance upon all Occaſions (Vanity apart) 
&* both at home and abroad. What Skill and Ma- 
© nagement is required to reduce one of theſe Cir- 
© cles within the Limits of a Chair, or to find Space 


for two in a Chariot? And what Precautions 


© muſt a modiſh Female take even to enter at the 
Door of a private. Family, without Obſtruction ? 
* "Then, a vivacious Damſel cannot turn herſelf 


| * round in a Room, a little inconſiderately, with- 


© gut over-ſetting every thing, like a Whirlwind. 
* Stands and Teca-Tables, Flower-Pots, China Jars 
4 | 66 - 
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Miſchief; which (like a Comet) ſpares 
* nothing, that comes within its Sweep. 


« convenient. Nothing can be imagined more 
<< unnatural, and — leſs 
„When a flender Virgin 
« exorbitantly wide, ſhe reſembles a Tunnel; a 
= yore of ye wen Mitwiney. And I hve rn 
22 © in Oe gs TT 
fail in their t an Apartment, 
os « ook like lint Children in Go-Carts. 


Tu manifeſt Profuſeneſs of the Drefs, makes 


ec jt needleſs for me to obſerve how little it is cal- 
« culated to anſwer the Purpoſes of Frugality; 
* if we conſider, that the Luxuries of a 
« Lady bear a Proportion to this Cir- 
2 her Garment. Upon this ac- 
* count the Maſter of a Family, who has three or 
_ < four Hoops to maintain, muſt be a very good 
«© Husband in other more or he 
« will be apt to turn a and think the 
< additional Burden of publick "Taxes inſupport- 
« able. 
< Tcome, in the laſt place, to ſpeak to the Mo- 
« defty of this cumberſome, inclegant, expenſive 
« Mode. I could eaſily — Tok. 
_ « were it not too delicate a 5 
« Audience. e 
« the Aſſembly of what the Gentleman, who ſpoke 
— me, intimated concerning the viſible 
« Play of the Foot : And I wiſh it could be faid,” 
<< that the watchful Curioſity of the Men was ne- 
« yer gratify'd farther upon certain Occaſions ; 
| rene 
Covering to the Unwary. I fee, on my 
7 6 


« and Bain, innumerable, gn dal, by 8 1 


Neither is this Faſhion more ornamental than | 


agreeable, 
upon a Baſs fo 
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— — re — quod inte 


gra nobis eſt judicandi poteſias : ncque, ut i, 
gue preſeripta & quaſi imperata ſunt, defenda- 


CI ER. Academ, 


| COgUmur 


* neceſſitate u 


HIS Paper will be a proper 


Supplement ts 
my firſt, by explaining 2 


mendableneſs and the Neceſſity of Free- Thinlin. 
It will conſiſt of a Letter, which came to my hands 
from the Country, above two Months ago. „ has 
paſſed over as much Ground as the Poſt- Office can 
afford for Three-pence; and, as I gueſs from the 
borrowed Name Icenus at the Bottom, may come 
out of Suffolk. It is agreed, that this was 
the firſt of thoſe formerly poſſeſſed by the Fen: 
Tho Mr. Camden includes under that Denomination 
Tit, Norfolk, Cambridge and Funtingtonſhire. 
acitus ſays, they were a brave People. Bradicea, 
Wife to 2 King of the Iceni, flew in Fight 
eithty thouſand of the Remans and their Allies, 
My Cor ſeems to be a true Deſcendant 


—4 theſe ancient, ſtout-hearted Britons. He 


writes with a hardy Spirit, and a Freedom of Style, 


equal to his Thought. He is not my Diſciple ; but 
my Fellow-Labourer in the Cauſe of Truth ; and 


„„ fs Albans, 


Mr. 
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| « praiſe of your paſt Labours: Though at the fame 
* time I cannot forbear, as a Briton and a Man, 


—_— 


© be eſteemed his Caſtle, = a Place of Safcty for 
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June 14. 1718. 
Ar is ever le aſt acceptable, when 
it is moſt deſerved : I will not therefore dif- 


approve my ſelf to you, by ſaying any thing in 


« diſcharging my Heart of the Approbation, which 


© jgdue to the generous Task you have undertaken. 
* What can be nobler, than to vindicate the Li- 
| © berty of the Mind, and to exhort your Coun- 


«© trymen to ſtrike off thoſe Shackles of the Un- 


| © derſtanding, which Intereſt, Authority, Exam- 


« ple and Preſcription, have clapped upon it? 


Truth has long been kept under Hatches by theſe 


* Tyrants, and dares not ſhew her Head, without 


| © the Protection of a reſolute Philoſopher : Or ra- 


4 ther, ſhe has been obliged to ſcek for Refuge in the 


Bottom of a deep Well, from whence we hope 


+ you will be able to force her up, into the Light, 


dy proper Engines. | 


© Every Perſon, who ſcorns to wear the Li- 


very of another's Underſtanding, ought to come 


* into you, to make up a Ps/? in defence of a Li- 
* berty, which concerns us moſt nearly, and to 
* which we have an indiſputable Right, as Men. 
Freedom of Thought is our diſtinguithing Prero- 
* gative; and when by Reftraintsof any kind, which 
* are not warranted by Reaſon, our Thoughts are 
* compelled to move in a limited, preſcribed Tract, 
* they degenerate into Inſtinct ; by ſo much below 


| *® that of Brutes, as the Impoſitions of Men are in- 


* feriour to the Determinations of Nature. Free- 
* Thinking breaks no Bones, and private Opinions 
a a deſtroy no Property, ſo long as the Magiſtrate is 
watchful over our Actions. If every Man's Houſe 
Vor. I. 


* his 
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** Judgment. Ana, though the ind Man hone 
chuſe one, who ſees, to lead him; yet, no Man 
© ' ſhould ſhut his Eyes, out of a Wilfulneſs to beled: 
* Neither ſhould any one impoſe himſelf for a Guide 
„ upon another, who from common 
<« finds his E yeſight anſwerable to the 
«© Purpoſes of Life; though perhaps he cannot ſee 
« ſo far into a Refinement, as his Neighbour. 

«© KNOWLEDGE is the Food of the Mind; and 
* when its 

4 riſhment it affords will be little better than Poiſon ; 
« the Soul, that is dicted with it, will prove a meagre 
: If we are notallowed to have it pure 


<< any great Undertaking, gene- 
& rous Intention. When Men are ftinted in their 
« Notions, and tyed down to a Set of Opinions, 
jet them turn their Heads to what they will, their 
„ Sentiments will be diſcovered with their favou- 
«< rite Schemes; let their Thoughts flow never ſo 

abundantly, they will be tinctured with the Mi- 
e neral they paſs through; and let them fatigue 
« themſelves never ſo much, and keep in a conti- 


a of ſuch as he could get in 
22 — 
ing the Joints of thoſe he found ſhorter than his 
iron Bed, and off the Feet or Legs of 
« thoſe, whoſe Stature exceeded his Meaſure. Thus 
66 are 
the Schemes and Hypotheſes, which People a 
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is not free and natural, the Nou- 
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s which they turn them out into thæ World; and (to 
we, 


„ Eyzny Man of a liberal Education ſhould 


e he does not reaſon freely: Some 
. © Ballance is not ſuffered to play of it ſelf. 


© the Belief.of which they may be not only good 
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carry on the Alluſion) they are admired by the Fa- 
« vourers of the for the Beau; 
« ty, the Strength and Proportion of their Parts. 


« he aſhamed to live without Knowledge of him- 
« ſelf, He ought to ire into what paſſes with- 
in his own Breaſt, examine with what De- 
« grees of Aﬀent he entertains his ſeveral Opinions; 
& and if his Conviction be more or leſs than the 
4 Evidence of the Propoſition, it is a certain Sign 


puts 
down one, or lifts up the other Scale; Tanz- 
&* cit and abſolute Authority from Man to 
« Man, in the Search after Truth, is as abſurd, as 


& ſervice to Ab Publick. Every Community muſt 
P zr, that authorizes or encourages Reſtraints 
upon the Opinions of Men. When 822 
< rity riey of the Magiſtrate, or the Influence 


« Body of Men, „ 


to aſſent either to Facts or Doctrines, of which 
* they have no thorough Conviction, and without 


Subjects, * Slave 
X 
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* muſt be the Portion of thoſe People, and the In- 
e heritance of their Poſterity. We had not to this 


day known any thing of the Indies, if every Prince 


e had made it a capital Crime, as a Pope made it a 
«© damnable Sin, to fay the Earth was round, 


«© Therefore toeſtabliſh uſeleſs Speculations by Law, 


Tor ws 67 RR, and to annex either 
ing ot Damnation to them, is not only a Wenk 
wa but an Impiety, in a Government. It is 
<« aſſuming a Power to coin and ftamp Truths for 
the World. Whereas Truth is invariable by 
e its Nature, and placed from Eternity out of the 
% power of Man; it is unalterable; like the Law 
52222892 to be reverſed 
| © by human Authority; neither does it ſtand in 
* nexd of bring defended by it 


Ickxus. 
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Felices a ani mos, * * n a 
laue damos ſuperas ſcandere cura fuit / 


HERE is an Entertainment prepared, againſt 
Night, for the whole Town: And I ſend this 
Paper about to the Ladies, in particular to invite 
them to it. I leave it to them to lay their Com- 
mands upon their feveral Admirers to attend them 
— ade adn. on 


Ovi. Faſt. 


_- 
cn & wS Xx 


SS moe na Bi Lt es A tro e cy gg nh we ö 


. *. "> 2 
aa 
_ 


©5531 0 © ® 


© WwSYSAa SGT COUT Y 


ÞF . 46. The Fnee-THinKER. 221 


f JOE IT . 
_— 


4 


to them; R 


them to neither Trouble nor Expence, and (if the 


- Air proves favourable) will be infinitely beyond any 
of the Amuſements, they ſubſcribe to, ſo liberally. 
Alas, what is a Play, an Opera, a Maſquerade, an 
Ambaſſadour's Entry, when any of them ſtand in 


competition with a Comet, an Eclipſe, or any other 


Piece of Sky-Scenary, which from 
time to time ſhall be to our Admiration ! 
Is the mean while, it ſhall be my Buſineſs this 
Morning, to free the Sex from the idle Fears and 
Apprehenſions, they are liable to, _ uncom- 
mon Occurrences in Worlds above us; that 


they may look with Satisfation and Boldnefs, to- 


night, upon a total Eclipſe of the Moon; as like- 
wiſe upon every future Variation, that ſhall happen 
amongſt the Stars and Planets. A little Prepara- 
tion of Philoſophy, drawn from common Senſe, 


will fortify their Spirits, more than any Cordial, 


they can have recourſe to, in their Cloſets. - 
Firsr then; I think it proper to inform the La- 
dies, that the Moon is a dark Body, much like the 


|| Earth; but not half ſo big: That the increaſing 


and decreaſing Light ſhe gives us at ſtated Times, is 
only a Reflection of the Licht of the Sun: And that 
ſometimes the Earth happens to intercept the Sun- 
ſhine from the Moon for a ſhort Space, either wholly 
or in part; during which time we fay, that the 
Moon istotally or partly eclipſed, or in other Words, 
ſhadowed by the Earth. This Conjuncture, when- 
ever it falls out, is no more contrary to the Courſe 
of Nature, than if a thick Cloud hid the Moon-ſhine 
from us; neither does it in any wiſe prognoſticate 
either Good or Evil to Nations, to Princes, or to 
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de Stars will begin to: 


Moon: This happening accordingly, they were 
duced by their Fears to adhere y to him, as 2 
peculiar Favourite of Heaven. 


—— An Eclipſe of the Sun falling upon 
the Day that our Troops landed to relieve Barce- 
hna, our Enemies 1etired in great Confuſion; 
taking it for an ill Omen, to ſee the Sun darkened 
on a ſudden; eſpecially, conſidering the French 
King's Device was a Riſing Sun. 

Six Years hence we are to have another total 
Eclipſe of the Sun, as remarkable, and as innocent 
as the laſt ; at which Period, I hope to meet my 
female Pupils at Salisbury; where it will be ſeen in 
Perfection. In the mean time to raiſe their Curio- 
fity, I ſhall now give them as natural a Repreſenta- 
tion of it, as I can figure out in Words. 

Wu x thedark Body of the Moon ſhall have per- 
formed its Progreis fo far, as to place itſelf directly 


between us and the Sun, and the Rays of Light ſhall . 


bein a manner wholly intercepted ; there will be 
ſuch an univerſal and folemn Gloom ſpread over the 
Heavens and the Earth, as ſhall ſtrike the Eye of 
the Beholder with a Dread. Thereupon, 
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: The Winds will ceaſe 
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, "AY I fee the Clouds becalmed ; 


a dead Stillnefs in the Air. The Peil the 
the Forefts, and the Mountains, look like a Night 


Deer ſeeks the Covert; and the Coun 
War-Horſe quails, amidſt the Paſture. 

wild Beaſts come out, to ſeek their "the - 
vens urge their Flight to their Neſts; the Bats 
skim through the Dusk; and I hear the Cry of the 
Owl. The Flowers of the Field fold up their 
Leares; and the pale Light of the 8 ap- 
pears. Such will the Effects be of that ſhort Inter 


val of Darkneſs, that momentary Night, in full 


Day; till the, Light breaks forth again, and reſtores 
Gladneſs to the whole Creation. 
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Nec aliud guicquan per Fabellas queritur, 


Duam corrigatur Error ut — PR AD. 
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men out of the Depths of falſe Learning, the Laby- 
rinths of Sophiſtry, and the Enchantment of vul- 
Prejudices, and to lead them in the plain, open 
aths of Commer Senſe; J conſidered the ſeveral 
Methods practiſed by the great Philoſophers of Old, 
as well as by the Moderns, for the Benefit of the 
- different Ages, wherein they flouriſhed. ver 


Thinkiny, in order to extricate my Country- 
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um up this Conſideration, I find that Mankind 
has been inſtruted by Hieroglyphicks, by Allego- 
ries, by Fables, by Compariſons, by Enigmatical 
Sayings, by Proverbs, and by Precepts: Every one 
of which have contributed to make e and 
Wiſdom ſpread amongſt the People. Te 

Uros the whole, it may be obſerved, that there 


| | are two general Methods of Inſtruction; the one 
- oblique, and the other direct. The Sages of the 


greateſt Antiquity dealt almoſt wholly in the firſt ; 
the more modern, in the ſecond ; and they of the 
middle Age, in both : Whoſe Example I endeavour 
to follow ; ſince, I believe, it will beſt anſwer my 


Trae Eaftern Nations, who have a ſurprizing 
Force, and often a Wildneſs, of Imagination, were 
to be allured to Wiſdom by T ypes and Symbols, by 
Alluſions and dark Sayings : W herezs, our Manner 
of Thinking is more moderate, like the Tempera- 
ture of our Climate; neither ſo cold, as not to be 
delighted with Apologues and Similitudes; nor yet 
ſo overheated, as to reject dry Precepts. 
Every diſingenuous Artifice is put in practice 


{ in favour of Vice and Errour ; therefore, no ho- 


neſt Art ſhould be neglected, to recommend Truth 
and Virtue. Let them, ther&ore, when it is proper, 

come armed with the Power of Reaſon, and force 
their Way by the Dint of Demomſtration: At 
other times, let them proceed by Inſinuation, and 
gain Admittance under the Diſguiſe of a Fable, or an 
Allegory. I know it is a received Maxim amongſt 
the Logicians, that Illuſtrations and Compariſons 
ſhould never be admitted for Arguments: Which, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, muſt be granted. Allegories, Fa- 
bles, Alluſions, and Similitudes, do not, proper! 

ſpeaking, prove any thing: But, when juſtly — 


duey oſten ſet the I ruth in fo clear a Light, as to make 
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F diftin& Notion of it; which is not 
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it ſtand in no need of any farther Proof. In intri- 


cate Arguments, more eſpecially, theſe Helps of | 


rr 
| of Perſons, unaccuſtomed to an ab. 
ſtrated of : As the compleat 
Model of a Building will give an unskilful Man a 
to ex- 
Pin it to a good Architect, who will be able to 


by Lines and Numbers. 

Wurx, in the 
to treat of the different Styles and Manners of Wri- 
ting, I ſhall enter particularly into the general No- 


" tions, I have here advanced: What I have now fad 


intended as a Notice to my Diſciples, that 
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HEN Noah firſt opened the Ark by God! 
« Command, he let out O_ 

<< ligence of the Decreaſe of the Waters. he Ra- 
« ven went out, and never returned; but ſtay d to 
ny upon the Carrions of the Dead. W 

„ Noah made 


her, that ſhe 


<« might never be a domeſtick Bird; but live a Va- 


as and feed upon Carcaſſes. Afterwards, 
ere She ſoon returned with her 
„ Feet dyed by the Slime of the Earth, which the 


© Sun had now heated ; aud her Feet have con- 
« tinued 
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of my Lectures, I come 
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te Sccipture-Hiſtory, of Pharas's Pride and Ob- 
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« ginued red from that Time. Wherefore, Noah 
« prayed to God to preſerve her Swiftneſs, and that 
« the might become a domeſtick Bird, and beloved 
e of Men. He likewiſe that ſhe might 
« have Patience to bear the Loſs of her young ones; 


„and he gave her bis Benediction. 


« Trey fay, the Perſons, who were in the 
& Ark, preſſed Noah to have it cleanſed ; which 
e gbliged him to give the Elephant a Cuff under 
«© the Ear; whereupon the Elephant ſneezed, and 
© caſt out a Hog to cleanſe the Ark. They fay 
« likewiſe, that the Rats growing very numerous 


nnd troubleſome, Noah gave a Blow under the 


« Ear to the Lion; who ſneezed out a Cat to de- 


* ſtroy the Rats. Others ſay, theſe Stories are 


« meer Fiction, and not neceſſary to be believed. 
„Ax Abridgement of what is ſaid of Pharao, 

e“ and how God deſtroyed him by the Decree of 

„ his divine Will. Pharas, King of Egypt, was 


. & a Dwarf, but ſeven Spans high. Others fay, he 


© was three Cubits in Stature; and that his Beard 
© was two Cubits long; fo that when he fate, one 
* Cubit of it lay on the Ground, before him. He 
« twiſted up his Muſtachoes, and turned them de- 
„ hind his Ears. Others affirm, he had a large, 
„ fleſhy Face; and that he was of the Race of the 
% Amalekites.” After this, my Authour goes on 
with an Account of ſome Particulars, imitated from 


ſtinacy ; and concludes with the following Story 
which is after the Eaſtern Manner. r 


' * Wren Pbaras had prayed to God to cauſe 
© the Nile to flow, to appeaſe the Murmurings of 
* the People, and it flowed accordingly ; he took 
© the Glory of it to himſelf. But, as he returned to 
bis Caſtle, Gabriel met him in the Way, under the 
| © Diſguiſe of a Shepherd; and laying hold on the 

My L 6 * Bridle - 
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© Bridle of his Mule, ſaid to him: * Great King, 
do me Juſtice againſt my Servant. What has thy 
„„ Servant done to thee? faid Pharas. I have 2 
« Servant {replied Gabriel) to whom I have been 
e liberal of my Kindneſies and Favours, and yet he | 
tc perſecutes me, and thoſe whom I love; and obli- | 
ges thoſe whom I hate: He is rebellious and diſ- 
& obedient to my Commands; he does not acknow. 
s Tedge the Good J have done him; and is forget- 
« ful of me, ſo far, as to ſay, he knows not who 
« Tam. A very wicked Servant; faid Pharao. If 
« you bring him to me, I will have him drowned in 
« the Red Sca; and ſhall not content myſelf for his 
© Punifhment with the Water of the Nile, which is 
Fo + © ſweetandpleafant. Great King, (replied Gabriel) 
E let me have a Decree written to this purpoſe, that 
« where-ever I ſhall find him, I may puniſh him ac- 
ec cording to it. Pharas, thereupon, cauſed to be 
© written the Condemnation of a Servant rebellious 
© to his Maſter, who loves his Enemies, and perſe- 
« cutes his Friends; whodifobeys and il-treats him, 
« who is ungrateful, and acknowledges not the 
« Kindnefles he hath received of him; ſaying, he 
© knows not who he is; and ordered, that he ſhould 
© bedrowned in the Red-Sea. © Great King, (ſaid 
„ Gabriel) be pleaſed to ſign this Decree.” 
* ſigned it, and ſealed it with his own Seal, and put 
it into the hands of the Shepherd. Gabriel took 
© it, and kept it as long as God commanded him. 
When the Day of Submerſion was come, Pharas 
© being juſt upon the point of drowning ; (God ha- 
« ving delivered Moſes and his People from the 
Waves, and having opened to them a Paſlage 
© through the Sea,) Gabriel came to him with that 
« Decree. What is this, ſays Pharas ; Open it, 
8 fays Gabriel, and read what it contains.” Pharas 
vb © openedit, and read it, and remembred it. ” 20 
are 
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«, Decree mentions ; and fee, here, what you have 


e qecreed againſt yourſelf. 
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. merarium, tamgque indignum ſapientis gravitate at- 
que conſtantia, quam aut falſum ſentire, aut quod 
non ſatis explarate perceptum fit & cognitum, ſine 
ulla Dubitatione defendere ? 
| Cice x. de Nat. Deor. 
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FTER the Example of the good Husband- 
1 man, who prepares the Soil with great dili- 
gence, before he ventures to ſow his Grain ; I have 
employed my utmoſt Care to connect a ſhort Set of 
Prefatory Lectures for the Uſe of my Diſciples, to 


fit the Mind for the Reception of found Knowledge, 


and to place the Soul in its natural Situation, by en- 
deavouring to incline the Heart to a Love of Truth 
and Sincerity, and to give it an Averſion to Errour 
and Falſhood. I ſhall now, therefore, take it for 
ganted, that my Reader defires nothing more, than 


do be freed from the falſe Opinions, which prevail 
in the World, through the Ignorance of the Vulgar, 


the Prejudices of the Unwary, and the Artifices of 
deſigning Men; that he may be ſatisfied of the Rea- 


fonableneſs and Certainty of his Notions ; and con- 


ſequently 
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Ives to a Habit 
- fince all Reaſoning proceeds from this 
r 
of Caution and Cirecumſpection. He, that never 
doubts, will as naturally fall into frequent 
n 


and our Errours, muſt be very 
numerous, ſince the Generality of the Opinions, we 
embrace, are not the Reſult of a rational Enquiry; 


but received upon the Authority of our Country, 
our Parents, our Teachers, our Acquaintance, and 


ſuch Perſons as we admire ; or, they are owing to 
— 1 or laſtly, they are ap- 
_ proved for being witty, or bold ; and often for be- 

fingular and diſtipguiſhing. And when we do 
RR is really true, it is oftener owing to 
Chance, than to our Knowledge of the ſolid Foun- 
jon, on which it is built. 

In 27 a — Multitude of 
Opinions, if we e to ſeparate the from 
the bad, it will be neceſſary to 5 
and ſeverely to examine, whether many things, 
which we we clleem to be true, may not be found fa 
upon a Scrutiny. 

In order to ſuch an Examination, we muſt be 
contented to look upon our whole Proviſion of 


x | 8 
them a ſufficient Eſtabliſhment for it. c 
this univerſal Impartiality, we may eaſily ig 


know what Opinions to receive, and what | | 
requiring this ding a 
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| groſs Errours eſcape our Notice, and cheriſh them 
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for Truths, to the great detriment of our- 


whether two and two make four ; and whether the 
Whole of any thing is bigger than any one of the 
| Parts. But a Lover of Truth will ſearch into the 
| Bottom of Things, with as much Diligence and 
Exaftneſs, as if he doubted of them, before he pro- 
nounces them to be certain and indiſputable. 'There- 
fore, an honeſt Man ſhould labour more eſpecially 
| to acquire this Habit of Philoſophical Doubting, 
| Where he has moſt reaſon to apprehend the Weight 
FE 4 of 
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his Opinions. 

 NerTHER is a Perſon, who proceeds by this 
philoſophical Doubting in his Enquiries after Truth, 
to look upon himſelf as wholly diſengaged from all 
his former Principles and Rules of Action, till ſuch 
Time as he ſhall be able to determine their Truth 
or Falſhood in a poſitive Manner: But he 


at leaſt in the Interim, govern himſelf by them, 


as probable Rules of Action, till he has an Oppor- 


tunity to be informed more fully of their Reaſon - 
ableneſs. For, he is not in the Caſe of one, who 


is perplexed with a doubting Conſcience, and has 
no real Perſuaſion to determine him in the Practice 
of his Duty; but actually believes his own Rules 
to be juſtihable for the preſent ; though, in order 
to examine more thoroughly into their Certainty, 
he reſolves to make his Enquiries as freely, as if he 
very much doubted of them. — 
Bur, as even this philoſophical Doubting is an 
- uneaſy State of Mind to a Man, who ſuſpects that 
the greateſt part of what he has all along eſteemed 
to be Knowledge, may upon Trial prove downright 
Ignorance; and is therefore jealous, that if he per- 
fiſts to conduct himſelf by it, his Life may be one 
continued Dream of Folly ; ſo that he cannot act 
with Courage or Comfort: A wife Man ſhould, 
as ſoon as he can, get out of this comfortleſs, un- 
ſettled Condition, by puſhing on his Enquiries, till 
he comes to ſome fix'd and certain Principles, from 
which he may draw evident Concluſions for his 
Conduct, upon all Occafions. This ought firſt to 
be done, in Cafes every Day occurring; as in what 
relates to the Principles, by which Life is to be 
conducted, and Society to be preſerved. In other 
Concerns, we are to give preference to our Diſ- 
quiſitions, either according to the Value of the 
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of ſome Prejudice, either for or againſt any one of | 
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] our particulat Profeſſion, or as they conduce to 


ſtration can be had: To content themſelves with a 
_ probable Perſuaſion, where only probable Argu- 


- their Aﬀent, when their Opinions muſt rather be 


r T? TEA PESETT & al 
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things themſelves ; or as 


they relate immediately to 


make us Maſters of any Science, we deſire to be 
Ir is likewiſe proper, I ſhould here adviſe my 
Diſciples, to purſue ſtrict Science, where Demon- 


ments are to be expected : And wholly to refuſe 


owing to Chance, than to Conviction. 
To this philoſophical Doubting, there are two 


THe one is an Obſtinacy or Perverſeneſs of 
Mind, in adhering to whatever we have once given 


dur Aﬀent, without ever conſidering whether we 
lad ſufficient Reaſons for that Aﬀent; without 


having Patience to hear any thing, that may be 
urged againſt our Opinions ; and with an unmanly 
Dread of letting any new Light into our Under- 
ſtanding, leſt we ſhould perceive more dark Cor- 


ders in our Soul, than we ſhould be willing to ac- 


know ledge. 

Tur other is a State of Scepticiſm; when a Man 
upon pretence of the many Ercouts -ftirring in the 
World, and the great Difficulty of diſintangling the 


Truth from the Intricacy of fo many perplexed and 


oppoſite Opinions, ſhall fit down with a total Neg- 
lect of Reaſon, and a Contempt of Knowledge, in 
an affected Doubting: I call it ſo; becauſe, a- 
mongſt thoſe Per ſons who have given themſelves 
this Air of ſuperior Wiſdom, there have not ap- 
peared any thorough-paced Scepticks ; none, who 
pretended to doubt of the Truths of Mathematicks ; 
or who looked on all things fo equally probable, as 
not to make uſe of their Senſes (like other People) 
for the Preſervation of themſelves, and of the 
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1 Thought anrauels all my Female Wiles, 
Aud through my very Frowns diſcovers Smiles. 


a Paper. 
To the FREE-THINKER. 


your Appearance about the 
Spirits have been in a ſtrange 


8 my 
„Hutter: For, immediately I gueſſed what your | 
& Free-Thinking would come to. All our little 


& Indiſcretions, it ſeems, are once more to be blab- 
<< bed, and expoſed to the Publick in their moſt 
„ aggravating Circumſtances. One would think, 
the Sex had already ſuffercd ſufficiently from the 
« Saucineſs of your Predeceſſours. For my part, 
I begin to be afraid of making a Viſit; left I 
<< ſhould meet with your hideous Paper in the Room, 
and there find myſelf painted (under a feigned 
Name) too much to the Life, to eſcape the No- 
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„ Topick 
| © ſome 


pon- 
_ « value the Smiles and dread the Diſpleaſu 


| « friendly Warning from one, who is not 


« qures, 'the Men, may be able to brazen out the 


| « Shocks, you frequently give them: But conſider 


« what Confuſion it muſt raiſe in a conſcious Fe- 
« male, when the Eyes of a Circle are at once di- 
led upon her. A very flender Hint is ſufficient 
« to ſet the ill-natured World upon making Applica- 
e tions. The cenſorious Prude will immediately 
« run over all the Toa/fs, when you ly, 
of a Coquette, or an innocent, frolic 


young Thing. Keep, therefore, 


« your Imagination 
„ ſons, who have a Share of Paſſion 
„ Reſentment, than you can have of Philoſophy. _ 
« If you are wiſe, you will make a right Uſe of this 


Your Admirer, 
Funiosa Friar. 
Mapan, June 18. 1718 


* Y OUR peeviſh Letter has diverted me ; and 
Bas the more, becauſe I can ſee, your Anger is 
** counterfeit, and has given you as little Pain, as it 
gives me. I know the Sex too well, not to un- 
derſtand their pettiſh Arts, and their Termegant 
* Fetches. I perceive the Drift of your diſſembled 
© Rage is to draw me into a 3 
© which I am willing to encourage. You ſhall be 
* angry as often as you pleaſe; and I ſhall treat 
* your Sallies with Indulgence. 
* You may be aſſured, the Free-Thinker is not 


| an old, teſty Fellow; no muſty Philoſopher, nor a 


| 


be in 


* Woman-Hater. It is requilite he ſhould | = 
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à⁊ the full Vigour of his Underſtanding ; and cus. 
* , of an Age not inſenſible to the Charmer 
0 
« 


re, or fight the Favour, of the Fair Sex. 

id L not admire the Ladies, I ſhould not take them 
„ under my Care: The Lapidary always beftows 
© his Pains to poliſh and wear out every little Flaw 
* and Blemiſh in a Jewel, in proportion to the Price 
«© he ſets upon it. I ſhall, therefore, go on to prune 
the Luxuriancies of the Ladies, and clip their 
little Extravagancies into Shape, to render them 
& more lovely. Beſides; I know, it will be im- 
poſſible to bring the Men to their Senfes, till 
_ © Wiſdom becomes ſomewhat faſk ionable amongſt 

the Women. For which Reaſon, it will be m 

* Bufineſs to animadvert equally upon the Condut 


„ in Love, as well as in the Amuſements and the 
* Concerns of Life. As for the Generality of my 
Lectures, which more immediately regard the 
& Females, I will venture to recommend them as 
n beautifying Waſh, that not only preſerves, 
* but wonderfully improves, the Complexion of 
the Mind; and may be ſaſely uſed by Perfons of 
every Age and Condition. 1 


Tam, MADAM, 
Vour Admirer, | 
The Fane E-T HINKER, 


HavixG acquitted my ſelf to Mrs. Flirt, with 
the Gallantry of a Philoſopher, I am not ſorry, that 
I happen at preſent to be furniſhed with ſome Ma- 
terials to teize her afreſh, and provoke her to put on 
her engaging, frumpiſh Airs again. If my Intelli- 


gencies prove true, the two Pieces of o_ 
N. 


ro 
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; nor of a Temper to undervalue theDiC N 0 


„ of both Sexes, to bring them to tally the better toc 
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Weir publiſhed, have had a conſiderable Influence 
upon ſeveral Perſons of different Profeffions, who 


have their reſpective Hopes and Fears with relation 


"| w the Hoop-Petticoat. Thoſe Informations, I 


worth remembring, I ſhall communicate as 

freely, as I received them. | 

Tus Box Keepers of the Play-Houſe in Drury- 
Lane, and the Pew-Keepers in the Churches of Lon- 
dn and /Yeſtminſter, obſerving how much their 
Audiences are thinned ſince the Enlargement of 
the Hoop: iatend (I am told) to ſend a Deputation 
to thank me for my Services, and to aſſure me, 
their Doors ſhall be always open to me Gratis. 


- | -Ir is ſaid, that the Makers of theſe Engines, are in 


Fee with the China-Shops, not to bate an Inch of 
\ Circumference, and for the future to build none 
dut Firſt-Rate Coats; and, that they are new trying 
do draw the Glaſs-Shops and the Cabinet-makers, 


E And, becauſe it often happens 


that a Lady, when ſhe is in haſte to go out, finds a 
Bone broken, or diſlocated, or a Hoop burſt ; and 
then, frets at the Faſhion : It is agreed, that a con- 
 venient Number of young Damſels ſhall be ſent 
through the great Streets, Morning and Evening, 
with-a Proviſion of W hale-Bone round their Waiſt, 

| tocry in a ſhrill Tone, Any Work for a Cooper. 

A 


poor Cynick, who has already begged a Hogſ- 
head for his Vinter-Houſe, — my Intereſt to 
ſome portly Lady, for a Hoop-Petticoat, to ſerve 
him for a Tent in the Summer. A Poacher, who 
finds his Account in the Game-AR, has writ to a 
Friend to fend him a dozen of Second-hand Hoops 


| into the Country, which by the addition of a Cab- 


bage-Net, will ſerve to tunnel Partridges. The 
Hackney-Coachmen find their Horſes very much 
weved by the ſpreading Coats ; and fay, they have 


nothing 


Ne 50. Friday, Sept. 12. 1718. 


Cajun of g we. Nullius, nift infidientis 


in errore. Cices, Philip. 


ET IEG wn of hy ical Doubting in 
my Lecture of the fifth Inſtant; I hall, this 
Day, recommend it again to my Readers ; and at- 
tempt to ſhew the Reaſonableneks and the Necefity 


of it in other (and perhaps more familiar) Lights: 


That the plaĩneſt Capacity may be capable to ap- 
LU 
ind; without which we can never be thoroughly 
convinced of any Truths, that are not Self- Evident. 
I defire the of Truth and Sincerity, o 
| recolle& the Doctrine delivered in my thirty-fixth 


Diſcourſe; from which they will naturally infer, that 
no Man, of common Reflection, 229 
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1 w be fully perſuaded of ihe Truth of an Opinion 


t embrace it) common Senſe requires, we ſhould 
| not neglect 
formation: Now, all Information comes by 


ber is but ſmall ; whereas the ari 


. 
roman 


in himſelf, —— EE > 


| 
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| Me in his Opinions, who takes them 


1 
ne 


which Perſuaſion, it can never be juſtifiable 


the 


proper and ordinary Methods of In- 


and all Enquiry ariſes from Doubting, 
is politive, cannot doubt ; and 1 
cuts bimfelf off from the PoſSbility by & 4 


formed: Neither ought he, who never 
-Evident, the Num- 


be poſitive. 
of Truths, that 


Or Truths, which are 


the $elf- Evident Traths, which won an — 
Examination, would prove manifeſt Falſhoods: And, 


| be too much upon his guard, by accuſtoming him- 
kk to a Habit of Doubting, Let him remember, 
that he lives in a and in a Nation 


rere 


| neither to harbour old ones, which, upon being 


 -— Wk cannot give ſufficient Aſſurance of their 


I am ſenſible this Leſſon about Doubting can- 
not be learnt, without great difficulty, by Perſons, 
who are grown old in Obftinacy and Prejudice ; who 


Der perhaps, borrowed all their Opinions upon 
Credit; and who, if they were to be judged 


- poſſeſſed of any one of their favourite Tenets, 


hope the more Ingenuous (who generall 
ſpeaking are the more youthful) Tie of my Dif. 


Opinions for Liſe, may be perſuaded to be cautious 
in their Choice ; not to lumber up their Underſtand- 
ings with old-faſhioned T rumpery, on one hand ; nor 
to be fond of every new-fangled Toy, on the other: 
' But, to ſelect ſuch a Set of Furniture, as ſhall be at 
once uſeful and ornamental, never grow out of 
Faſhion amongſt wiſe Men. 


cility in Doubting, as others have in Believing : 


his Doubts by doubting ; and believes or disbeliey 


appear 
of Credulity and Incredulity do often proceed from 


an equal Poſitiveneſs of Lemper: And the only 
Cure for theſe two Imperfection: in the Underſtand- 


to part with old ones. 
THERE is as great a Libertiniſm of Mind in be- 


rantable Surmizes. An Over- Forwardneſs to aſſent 
to Opinions, is a Proſtitution of our Underſtanding: 

And an Over-Backwardneſs to doubt, implies a 
Diſtruſt of the Truth of our Perſuaſion, or at leaſt 
a Conſciouſneſs of our Inability to defend it. A 


Truth is no Truth to him,who believes it implicitly 
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right Reaſon, and cal'd upon to give an 4 
count of the Methods, by which they came by their 
Stock of Notions, perhaps would not be found tobe 


who have not yet laid in their Provifton of 


Tak are Perſons, who have as great a Fa- 3 


The one affect Singularity ; the other, Popularity. * 
Whereas the Free- Thinker, whoſe Heart is ſet upon, | 
Truth, doubts only in order to be certain; removes 


a Propoſition, in proportion to the Evidences, that 
to him, for it or againft it. The Extreams 


ing, is a rational Doubting ; ſuch as will make us 
wary in receiving new Opinions, and not unwilling 


keving without a reaſonable Conviction, as in dif- 
believing upon precarious Suppoſitions and unwar- 
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| funded: And an Errour is not 
— Man, who (afier due Pains to be right- 


 Errours; not to be poſitive in our 


| Laws of their Country, to enjoy their Perſuaſion 


"yy 


| great Truths of Religion, of Morality, and of Po- 


2 upon which 


r takes it for a Truth. 


Tun are Opinions, which have prevailed in 
and are received 


being falſe. Nr nor 


Univerſality of the one, nor the Novelty hos of 
| Krityof the other, ought to biaſs a Lover of Tru | 
f who is to bring every thing to the Teſt of Reaſon, | 
P far as his Capacity enables him. % 

happen, that we may age pry 


true, which are actually true; and 


upon which tug our Bel may be falſe: | 
1 Rad this Conſideration will furniſh an koneft Man 
| with a freſh Argument in favour of Doubting. 


To conclude my two Lectures upon Philofophi- 


| cal Doubting, ls Hs tn main > Advantages of 


ſuch a Habit of Mind to Mankind in general; I 
muſt once again remind my Readers, that it is im- 
poſſible to think freely, and to come at Truth, with- 


_ } out this Diſpoſition. In the next place, I ſhall o- 


ſerve, that this Habit of Doubting will teach us to 
—_—— CLIT 


rance, but 
inquiſitive and defirous of Inſtruction; to be mo- 


i- | derate towards thoſe, who differ nes us; and to 


ſuffer all Men, who Ive in Submiſſion to the Civil 


„ without 
» but by cool and 
sr Tu, it will be 


to convince them of 
temperate Reaſoning, 
to obſcrve; that the 


ticks, ſuch as _— WO of Society, come 
Vor. I. M . within 


FS * nr e **. N N 
2 RN may be rede 1 3 

— 5 Nature, e — 1 
Willingnek to be informed. 


And as for the Refine- | 
ments in theſe ſeveral Topicks, 


which have been in- 
troduced into the World by ſpeculative Men; the' 


| Knowledge of them is not neceſſary (and very o 
,p<rnicious) to the Bulk of Mankind. The 
[ed Syſtems of theſe kinds of do not i- 


.prove, but confound the People ; r 
* a bell, 4 | 


5 * , & nei 8 
Ake variarum; fu fu otta funds: 


F rue uivigue lacus ; ac frigida Tempe, 
bonum, malleſque arbore ſammi, | 
5 Job  Vins, 


— — — — —— — — 


FTER ** | 
xury, methinks it ſhould not be difficult to 


Conditions 
of becoming indi nd apr 
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; — in fome crediceble Dukich, than by 
- waſting their Time and Money in the uncertain 
Parfuit, and the precarious Tenure, of Court-Em- 


| rh who tes defies 
Misfortune to be bred at large, and is too far gone 
 mLife to himſelf to a Proſeſſion, to endea- 
your to merit the Attention of ſome worthy Patron, 
'F who may recommend him to the Favour of his 
Prince. But, it is amazing to fee fuch Crouds of 
dur , who with their Lands inherit Indepen- 
dency, be at no ſmall Pains and Expence to become 
' Slaves. Ts there, to a brave Man, any Happineſs in 
Life, equal to Freedom? or any Ambition | 
|} what of having no Superiour ? eſpecially in a Nation, 
where the Laws only (and not the Will of the Ma- 
giſtrate) claim our Submiſſion. 
I x is no wonder, that in Deſpotick Gomes; 
ments every Man ſtrives to be in ſome of 
} Power; or at leaſt to gain the Countenance of ſome 


5 % A... 1 


| But, in England, the Lord, the Knight, the Squire, 
the Gentleman, the Trader, the Artizan, (each in 
his way) may live; ſecurely, to himſelf and his Coun- 
| try; and appeal ſingly to the Laws for Protection. 
IA Briton may fix his Happineſs upon a folid Baſis : 
Let him ftand upon his own Bottom; let his In- 
his Frugality fer him above Want; and 
Prince, nor his Miniſters, can give him 
 Moleſtation. Such a Man's Actions will be 
what he does, at any time, to ſerve his 
will be done with a double Grace, when 
appear, that he is controlled by neither 
nor Fears. | 
Alam in doubt, whether any Miniſters of State 
will thank me for this Doctrine: Though upon Re- 
M 2' collection 
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Service done them, to inſpire their Fellow 
with this honeſt Pride of Heart. In caſe it 


and honeſt ; than which, nothing is more eaſy. 
San ck, then, both the Miniſters and the 
may find their Advantage 
from a Court-Life, I ſhall ſubjoin a Copy of Verſe 
to that purpoſe ; and will only detain my Reader 
with a ſhort Obſervation 


peaſant, in the Sun-ſhine ; it freezes bitterly, 
in the Shade. * 


An Epiſtle from a Gentleman in Holland, to 
his Friend in land; in the Year 170. 


JED AT Oracde'; fue Walks, by Winds I ſend 
Health and kind Wiſhes to my abſent Friend. 
The Winter ſpent, I feel the Peet's Fire; 
The Sun advances, and the Nis retire: 
B the frozen Earth ; 
rees, and gives the Primroſe birth. 
Loos'd from their friendly Harbours, once again 
Confederate Fleets aſſemble on the Mam : | 
The Vice of War the gallant Soldier wakes ; 
And weeping Chloe — Kiſſes takes, 
On new- Wings the Roman Eagle fears ; 
Fhe Belgick Lion in full Fury roars. 
| Diſpatch the Leader from your happy Coaft ; 
"The Hope of Europe, and Brita.unia's wm 


collection, r 


they will be freed from the e of Lott ; 
Winter: And, when once Places come to aa | 
ing, the Great Men (with the Aſſiſtance of « + 
| Parliament) will have little elſe to do in con- 
the Affairs of the Nation, but to be plain | 


in an elfoeftuel Dillaine . - 


upon the continual Tem- - 
| perament of Court- Weather: It is warm, but nat 
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Who fence and dance, and keep the Court in diem. 


| Tow can be honeſt ;, but, you cant bow, 


riſe ! 


- OneCi ft more; and Gallia will iſe. 
ongue, — 


Old Lewis makes his laſt Effort 


1 Had ſbews how, even in Age, Ambition charms. . 


| bile, 1 2 Bl 1 the. hi a ” 85 2 wi 
F. haunt, - 


And fmorth Canals, and after Rivulets pant: 


The ſmooth Canals, atas, tas lifeleſs ſhow ?! 
Nor to the Eye, nor to the Ear, they flow. 


_ Studious of Eaſe, and fond of bumble Things, - 


Below the Smiles, below the Frowns of Kings; 
Thanks to my Stars, I prize the Sweets of Life : 
No ſleepleſs Nights I count ; no Days of Strife. 
Cantent-to live, content to die, unknown ; 
Lord of my /eif, accountable to none ; 


 Tſheeds I wake; I drink; I ſometimes love; 


Fread, I write; I ſettle, and I rave; 
When, and tubere- e er, I pleaſe : Thus, every Hour 
Gives. ſeme new Proef of my «eſpotick Pawer, 

Mil, that I will, Jeu; but then, I will 

4 Reaſon bids: I meditate na Ill; 

Had, pl-as'd with Things, that in my Level lie, 
Leave it ta Madmen ver the Clouds to fly. 


But, this is olf Romance 3 a Dream to you, 


White Staffs and Trunchems, Seals and golden Keys, 
Hnd Silver Stars, your tow'ring Genius pledſe, 
Such manly Thoughts in every Infant riſe, 

Who daily for ſome tinſel Trinket cries. 


Go on, and proſper, Sir : But firſt, me 
Learn your own Temper ; for, rj » Joy Ta 


Had cringe, beneath a ſuperciliaus Brow : 
5 — "nl 
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OM sonouen come! freſh Laurels for thee 


; your /finbborn Soul x ecoils 
11 


FF and your Blood too highly boils. 


yo fe rw ye Tempers —"— 


learn to praiſe, to er, to reui 
The Good, 2 ee 


S 


uemy, a BEL 
and on fa s depend. 
2 Sy 
Till be Pride. 
of @ Court is all @ Cheat; | 


Tour Tenth ram ont, your Schemes of Grandeur blaſted, 
„ N. 9 in Diſcontent, 

e your Patron, for no e Event: 
The Patron will bis — — 
* in carneſt, thergh 


V 
His — Ft, any 5 8 


Hence, wanting Ballaſt, af fl 


He les expoſed to every ri 

From Youth to Age, for þ be is bound : 
He ſplits on Rocks, or runs his Bark a-ground; 
Or, wide 2 a deſart Ocean views ; 
And, tat ht, the fying ing Port purſues : 

Vet, tg the laſt, the Port he daes not gain; 
Aud, dying, „ 
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gave the Fanatichs 


ABOUT Six Weeks ago, 1 


. 
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» 


rajets for 


ceive the Hopes of theſe infatuated People go on ſtill 
3 riſe (as uſual) upon their Diſappointments. Some 


of them reſolve to believe, that the Britzfh Squadron - 
the Command of Sir George By, was not 


| viRtorious over the Shaniſb Fleet : And others, who 


a for diſturbing b of 
Ert are entirely defeated. Nevertheleſs, -Þ per-- 
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which, though it ſhould have no Effect upon ther 
Extravagants, HET the | 
_ my Fellow-Subjec, - 


Afr. Fars-TrminxzR, 


* 2 


* orea pleaſure, and think it may de of uſe to the 
_ *© Publick to take ſome notice of it. | 


« ſtinction between the — of Land and 
„Trade, as the Uncertainty of Parliamentary 
« Security, and the Precariouſneſs of the Act of 
« Succeſſon; in order to 3 1 4 
« advancing M upon the publick Fu - 
« ging, thee R did thereby — 
4 their Property on the fame Eſtabliſm ment with 

„the Government; and, that in caſe > 


« Failure in the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 


« de inevitably ruined ; Wheres Land ol 


* oF 8 1 
* 45 1 4 


=» Ground, on which Part of his Ar 
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© main enakerable in all Ce In this man- 


e ner have ſeveral of our Country-Gentlemen 


& been taught to comfort themſelves with an 


* jmaginary Security, amidſt the Deſtruction of 


ee their Country. 

« By this time, Sir, you may perceive, that 
“ my Thoughts turn entirely upon the Article in 
«© the Daily Courant of the fifth Inſtant, which 
« informs us, that Sir Robert Chaplin (one of the 
& Directors of the South-Sea ) has pur- 
« chaſed the Eſtate of the late Lord HJ/7iddrington 
„ in Lincolnſhire, of the yearly Value of one 


« thouſand, four hundred and odd Pounds fer An- 
num, for the Sum of thirty two thouſand, four | 


% hundred Pounds; which is above twenty two 
&© Years Purchaſe. 
„J muſt own, I received. much Satisfaction 


from this Piece of Domeſtick News, even at 
„ Time when my Joy was yet freſh for our 


4 compleat Victory at Sea, over the 8>aniards - ' 
« And I cannot but think it to be one very good 
Effect of the Commiſſion for forfeited E ſtates, 
« that it has given our money'd Men fo fair and 
« advantageous an Opportunity of ſheu ing the 
« Confidence, they have in the Strength and Se- 
« curity of the preſent Government. 

Tuis calls to my mind a Story, which is 
« related by the Roman Hiſtorians. When Han- 

nibal had marched his Army to the Walls of 
« Rome, with an Intention to befiege it, the 
was en- 
« camped, to be expoſed to ; and 
« was purchated at as high a Price, as ii Hans- 
bal had been at Carthage. This Action fhewed 
* the Zcal and Magnanimity of that People, 
* when they were fo warmly alarmed by a very 


2 formidable Enemy. The Perſon, deren, 


u 5 9 


4. tu - A "oF n.. 893 * ö r FS 4 : * * * © * "A h 
_— att : R hed, * 9 * q 
_ * fo a q 4 x — * 5 V* 
be k vl * * * - I 
_ . 
S 4 A 1 9 
5 - ; 
* 1 ” 
* ">. CY 
* y 4 
- * 


— 


* 


2 p K 9 " A, « , * 2 ates bl „ . 8 * he aan 9 * ** 
9 9 | Oat — 4 * WS 6. * 0 "I —_ 
. . 9 oY Y % 1 9 ju 
0 - 8 a ny V X 0” " g \ a 
© © , - : 8 * " 
S. . 4 — 
* - 21 ; : #- , ".*% 
< - — 7 * „ 9 9 4 — 
* - * . I 99 
** * 3 5 4 4 
: CL bt. 
P os | * 
* * 
1 


5 
4 


1 
e ought to be mentioned with Honour, who ls 
d openly teftify'd his Love to his 1 N 
& and his to his King, at a Time, {| 
« when our home-bred Enemies are more active 
 <« and induftrious than ever, to diſturb the Peace 
<< of the Nation. | 
„HI doubt not, but every honeſt Briton will re- 
„ joice, as he obſerves, that (notwithſtanding the 
« malicious Infinuations and wicked of the 
a Fanaticks, and other Traitors to their Country,) 
| 4c an Eſtate in Land, the Poſſeſſion of which does 
4 manifeſtly depend on the Effabliſhment of the 
«<< Government, is fold at as good a Price, as if 
common Purchaſe. And I 


the Nation, that I could 
Land in the Kingdom was 


reading the Arti referred 
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Mind, may detect the ſecret Inſincerity that 
__- & often deters ©” from taking this firſt necef- | 
„ ſary Step towards Knowledge. | 
„Tus Meaſures Men purſue, 22 this respect. 


* gives them great A 


| . 1 nn into Obſcurity, and 


k AS. aq » cot 


ufually proceed 1 
either 
r IE 
_ © Tax ſeveral 


r 


2 a rain. _ „ 
* of; and ſuch 2s we ans willing to be deceived 


« in. 
* UnDe = the firſt Head 1 ſhall place the Arts, 
< the Sciences, and all the various Kinds of Know- 


| © ledge, which are only ſought after, for Curioſity 
L and Entertainment. 


« man Life, and the Methods of acquiring what- 
« foever OR nmed viteable bn the WoL 
„ Tu Third takes in the great Points of Mo- 


pay can}. Rebgon; on watch our Heggineb 
throughout the whole Courſe of our 


* depends 
« Exiſtence. 8 
« Tus Di ions ranged under the firſt ge- 
| 4 neral Head, may be looked upon as the pecu- 
| e 
4 ſure, who, not having herein any indirect Views 
« to divert them from the Truth, proceed in the 
<« Search of it with the utmoſt Freedom, and ne- 


* » being not any way byaſſed or intereſt- 
* d, does not refuſe any new | 


Judgment, 

ming of Certainty in the Purſuits of Know- 
ledge, 88 of Doubting: 
„ And he is fo far from being offended at the like 
Freedom of Enquiry, in 1 that (on the 
« contrary) he is pleaſed with it; being he 


Improvement in thoſe Arts and Sciences, which 
« aford hin fach an exquiſite Delight and Enter- 
© tainment. 
Tu more uſeful Enquiries in the Second 
& Claſs belong to the Men of Buſineſs; who, as 
de they are more immediately concerned not to 
36— | 
ve 


«% Taz Second comprehends the Affairs of hu- | 


< ver ſcruple to make the ſtricteſt Scrutiny. The 
_ 


« cannot, by any other Method, hope for any _ 
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_ + only ch ſpeculative Pos of Religion, in which 


bee Arts of philofophical Doubting 3 and t. 


& cover ſuch uncommon Acuteneſs and Pene- 
tration in unravelling the wily Frauds and Stra- 
'& tagems of thoſe, they have to deal with, as is but 
« faintly imitated by the ſubtleſt Reaſoners of the 
«© Scholaſtick Tribe. Ur Adventute in Trade 
« is computed with the exacteſt Skill 5 every Step 

e in Politicks is taken with the cn Delibera- 
« tion; to make it ſucceed. In Concerns of theſe 


1 « kinds no Care is wanting, that can ſecure us 


« from Errour, neither are we, upon ſuch Occa- 


« fjons, ſo refined in our Prudence, as to diſtruſt 


©« our own Eyes, and to judge it unſafe to fee for 
« our ſelves. And, as in theſe Affairs we pro- 
« ceed with ſo much Circumſpection, and Jea- 
© loufy of being deceived ; we do not think it un- 
« reaſonable in others, to take the fame Pre- | 
© cautions. 

&« Tus do both the learned and illiterate Part 
c of Mankind perſectly agree in the true Way to 
„Knowledge, when they are thoreughly in ear- 
e neſt in their Purſuit after it: And muſt, there- 
« fore, be ſelf-condemned, if they. deviate from 
*Y thoſe Occaſions, in which it would be 
© moſt fatal to them to be miſs led. | 

«© TRE Subj of Enquiry contained under 
gt ead, are thoſe, in which we Fo þ 
ten averſe to Truth, and prepoſterouſly skillful to 
© contrive our own Deception. And, it is ob- 
* ſervable, that we are only fearful of exerting that 
Freedom of Thought (which we account fo 
& friendly to Truth on all other Occaſions) in an 

4 impartial Enquiry into theſe great Subjects. This 
„ Shyneſs of Enquiry does not, indeed, extend in- 
» differently to allthe Parts of Religion and Morality: 
„But, it particularly diverts us from conſidering 
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1 A be unſafe „ 8 
4 from the received Notions; or, from attending 
&.to ſuch practical Rules of Life, as are inconſiſtent 
ac with our own Actions. In either of theſe Caſes, 
our preſent Intereſt, or Quiet, is ſecured by re- 
© maining in Ignorance : And we are deterred from 
& ſuch a thorough Examination, as might diſcover 
e to ue theſe unwelcome Truths, by the Danger of F 
« expoſingour ſelves, thereby, to the injurious Zeal 
& ot others ; or, by the conſcious Fear of awakening 
<* uneaſy Refleftions in our ſelves. But, whenever 
e are free from theſe Apprehenſions, we can ſe- 
4 curely ſuffer our Thoughts to dwell on the ſub- 
® Hh Contemplations of Religion, or of Mora- 
* lity, with no leſs Freedom and Delight, than 
« we permit them to range through every inferiour 
as * kind of Rnowlevee. Thus a Fearfulneſs of En. 
ziry, and a Willingneſs to be deceived, are 
FF nd always to meet in the ſame Subject. | 
«© THERE is, therefore, juſt Reafon to 
« that this great Tenderneſs of Doubting (which 
never ſeizes us upon our Enquiries into the moſt 
« facred Truths, unleſs they happen to be preju- 
6 dicial to our Intereſts, or painful to our Thoughts) 
= inſenſibly ſuggeſted by that ſecret Propenſity to 
"with which this Tendernefs is i ly |} 
"on > and to which it can only be fub- | 
« ſervient. 'Trwh is like a real Object, which will 
*© bear being viewed on every Side and i in every 
« Light: Whilſt Errour reſembles an imaginary 
« Scene, formed by Paint and Perſpective; hich 
« can only be viewed from a ſingle Point, and va» 
« miſhes as the Lights and Shades are varied. 
« THe Averſion to that Knowledge which 
0 detects the latent Diſorders of the Mind, or 
« provokes the Rage of an erring World, is ex- 
2 to be fo ſtrong, that we TL 
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« unfit to conduct us to the much plainer Truths 


* of Religion. 


« Ans fince there is in our Minds ſuch a Pro- 
to Truth, and even a Dread of Infor- 
unreaſonable and very inft- 
i dious to deter Men yet more from a fair Enquiry 


„ (which they are ſo little inclinable to make) by 


grave Miſrepreſentations of the Danger of it ; thus 
Ignorance 
mption ; ſtrengthening 


| © Treachery of our Prejudices with a falſe Co- 


« Jour of Sanctity and Zeal. 
„ I need not, Sir, enlarge upon this Sketch to you, 


who are fo well verſed in an unprejudiced Man- | 


* ner of Reafoning. If you think it worthy your 


f © Pains to place what I have faid in thoſe clear and 
familiar Lights, by which you daily cheat your 
„ Readers into a fond Opinion, that t 

© fore-hand whatever you have taught 
doubt not, but they will be ſufficiently warned 


them; I 


* againſt this Weakneſs of the Mind, which ren- 
ders it unable to bear the Luftre of Truth: Af, 
© ter which, you will not find it difficult to inſpire 
« them with a Reſolution to conquer it. It may 
then be hoped, that (inſtead of the miſtaken Jea- 
&* louſfies, they conceive of thoſe who would incite 


| © themtoa-manly Freedom of Thought, under fuch 


juſt Limitations, as you recommend and practiſe) 


© they will turn their Contempt and Reientment a- 
«© painſt the ignoble Artifices and narrow Sentiments 


6 of 


— ov 4A 2 TDA ASE MS She AMY EEE Eu 1 


hey knew be- 


. * . 9 * * 1 * ˖ VIM e 2 


& Ne Fare Twinnns. We. 9. 


* of the Perſons, whodiſcountenance Free-Think. 
9 WI 


"Lam, Wirth SIR, 
in hit Servant, 
AI ä N 
A Friday, Sept. 26. . & 
Sper fa, fuſe Jer Genter oppreſſit Gans foe 


— — ODA AP." 
Crczn. ls de Divin. 


* * wo n „9 


x = my Diſcourſe * * the Cauſes of Su- 
perftition, I promiſed to conſider the EA of 
; which muſt be, at leaſt, as numerous as. the 
Caafes : : Since thoſe very Cauſes, which at fiſt pre- 
duced this Evil, being improved and heightened by 
it, do by that means (in a great meafure) become 
the Ef: of the ſame Evil. In other Words; If 
Superſtition be owing to the Cauſes mentioned in 
my former Lecture; to Stupidity, or Ignorance, or 
any ill Temper of Mind, which may be baſe and 
- abject, fooliſh and vain, or elſe wicked and mi- 
chievous ; it returns the Favour, by not only pre- 
ſerving, but even promoting theſe Imperfections. 4 
Concerning STUPIDITY; as 2 cer 
tain Degree of Stupefaction and Thoug htleſſneſs is 
requiliee to. introduce the Contradifions and Arte 
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that Ge Bien of Mind, by — — 
Divinity between the Beholder, and the Abfurdity 


he entertains; which forbids him to re-examine the 
Matter, or pry too boldly into that, which now 
from 2 Piece of plain Nonſenſe) is become 2 divine 
Without this facred Horrour, 
the U (not much enlightned 
in ſome lucid Interval, the Devotee | 
in its true Light, 
and diſcover his Errour. But when this ſtrong Pre- 
| judice has once taken poſſeſſion, and in a manner 
| enveloped the Soul, every thing is feared ; the leaſt 
| Surmize of Doubt grows tremendous: The Man 
believes firmly, he knows not what; and dares not 
enquire, Why. By this Means, the abſurd Belief is 
ſecured; and the Mind is wrapt in fuch an impene- 
trable Cloud of Dark neſs, that it cannot diſcern the 
| leaft Glimpſe of Light. It muſt, at leaſt, be fome 
| very extraordinary Cauſe or Revolution in the Mind, 
| that can ever free it from the powerful Charm, and 
| beſſore it to a right Apprehenſion. 
| 9 Se IGNORANCE; it is the unavoid- 
| onſe of Stupidity: And, t it 
— —ͤ— directly in * ras [Ay 
et, without Ignorance, Superſtition could 
— n in our Breaſts. 
| ſtands „and guards Superſtition in its birth; and 
afterwards protects it in its Growth: It at a 
_ Giffance all intruding Notionss of Good and Evil, 
| Right and Wrong, Truth and Falſhood ; the irre- 
concileable Enemies of falſe Religion. And Super- 
 fition amply repays the Obligation: For ſhe effec- 
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The Mind thus ſubdued; 
has no Courage to purſue true Knowledge, i 
Glimmering of Light ſhould happen at una 

upon it. Thus the Ignorance, which ac- 
this State of Mind, muſt continue and 
of courſe ; till, by ſome ſuperiour Violence, 


Trent, be forts 


it is not in a condition to acquire any Information. 


L come, now, to conſider what I call an ILL : 
TEMPER of Mind, as it is the Effect of Super- 
ſtition. Here indeed Superſtition exerts her full 


Power; and triumphs over Human Nature, by de- 
baſing and corrupting it, ſo as to deprive Men of 
all Senſe of Virtue and Excellency,. and to make 
them act in contradiction to every Notion, that is 
wiſe, and generous, and good. 


Wrareves Ill Tenper preceded. Superſtition, | 


(which mutt be ſuppoſed, before certain Superſti- 
tions can be admitted into the Mind) the bad 
Diſpoſitions, which Superſtition naturally produces 
in the Soul, do vaſtly exceed any, that can be con- 
ceived without it. If the imagined Object of our 
Adoration be of ſuch a fort, as can juſtly fall under 
no Title, but that of fooliſh and vain ; our Adora- 
tion muſt neceffarily be of the fame kind ; and we 
ſhall be led, by our Defire to pleaſe, into every ri- 
diculous Circumſtance of Worſhip, that Folly and 
Vanity can ſuggeſt to us. If the fancied Object be 
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upon the Underſtanding, © | 
much againſt the Will : "Fer, by its own Choice, - 
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and flatter, and r 


Expedients | 
Miſeries, by en- 


| deavouring to gratify the cruel Divinity in in a maner 


and Relations, Citizens their Fellow- Citizens, to 
glut the Appetite or appeaſe the Anger of en. -=. 4 

whom they worthipped, and dreaded; hoping there- 
by to hve themſelves from the Fury and Cruelty, 
with which, they imagined, he proſecuted Mankind. 


Not very different is the more modern Sort of Hu- 
man Sacrifice, which conſiſts in torturing, maſfa- 


cring, 


42 
= 


* arri * 


all, who are eſteemed Ene- . 
Dei: that is, to a Set of 
think fit to deify. Nay, there 
worſe in this kind, than in the former. 


Reluctancy: i 
Joy, and Triumph. Pity : and Compaſſion. are 
e 
ſuffers, either by the Acuteneſs or the Length of his 
Torments, the greater is the ſuppoſed Merit of bis 
Tormentours, with the Deity. This horrid Inhu- 
manity can proceed from nothing, but the Belief of 
a barbarous and inhuman Power ; who eſtabliſhes 
a Hell upon Earth, as the only Means for Men to 
obtain Heaven hereafter. This is the conflant and | 
worſt Effet of this Sort of Superſtition. And I 
. with it could be faid, that this Effect has not been 
found to a greater degree in Chriſtian Superſtition, 
r than fas GP"op 
in the World. 
"Turzz are the certain and neceſſary Conſee 
qungeael fork Bayer fiitions as have porratied ; and 
they have been experienced more or leſs, according 
as the Superſtition has (in different Places, and at 
Zen Times) deen of the work, or of = kv 


malignant 

THERE are other Effects of Superſtition ; wo 
though they are not ſuch neceſſary Conſequences of 
has a natural Tendency to pro- 


Is rasen now ——_ wo 


< 


it, yet 
duce them in the Minds of her Votaries. I ſhall on- 


ty mention three or four of theſe Conſequences, 

which are moſt notorious, and remarkable. 5.54 

A s Superſtition ſtupifies the Mind, and keeps it 
in the dark in 'religious Matters; fo it often has 


ry 
Where Superſtition prevails to 4 great degree, h 
ꝶ6ꝙ03 8 ang ang 


| ee 


*Þ Habit of ſubmitting the Underſtanding 
un Contradiction in one Sort of Subjefts, muſt in 
time bring it to the ſame baſe Compliance in o- 
ters; and by degrees ſupplant 
1 Reaſoning. And, though this be not always the 


of all kinds of Superſtition ; yer * 
Wis falls in the groffer Sorts, 


which 


and 
The Reafon is plain : 


upon 
wiſh and die away. 


-AnoTHER Effect of Superſtition is, that it un- 


does towards the Deſtruction of Virtue. It recom- 
mends Vice, as the better Choice, and more glo- 
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Virtue; though they do not practier it. And there- 


with it the Idea of 
"muſt be ſer up againſt the real Excellency, and Di- 
vinenefs of Virtue. This is the E 
Deities, which 


ition invents ; to preſide over 


ie, 2nd ts de Examples — And 


'to be a Favourite and Imitatour of the higher 
| Powers, r 
ditrary, cruel, revengeful, quarrelſome, Ic. 

Men be afraid, or aſhamed, * dvd It b 
Men may poſlibly 
common Affairs of Life, 
gok Abuſe of Religion: But (I believe) Experience 
tells us, that it ſeldom ſo happens 


_ 


degree, s grofle and darker Superſtition : It na- 
turally 
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to Nonſenſe 


the very Faculty of 


dermines, not only true Religion, but all Morality. 


If it Rupifies the Mind, and excludes Knowledge; 
of courſe it muſt weaken the Noone of Vives, 


depend upon a juſt Diſcernment of the Rea- 
Send Natize of Things. But this is not all it 


rious Part; by repreſenting the Deity as 
* rene | 
Truth and Rectitude, as not to eſteem and admire 
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fore, to extirpate it entirely, ſomething that carries 
great, and excellent, and divine, 


of the 
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retain a Senſe of Virtue in the 
and be blinded only in the 


AnoTHER general Effect of Superſtition i in any 
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